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Now that we have assessed the false accusations Laura Lee made regarding
Ernie, it is necessary that the reader know exactly what she believes. Some of
this information was discussed in Chapter 5. On her website
(www.4angelspublications.com), she claims that, “We are Seventh-day
Adventists and this website is from a Seventh-day Adventist point-of-view.”
However, as we are about to see, she doesn’'t even keep the seventh-day
Sabbath.

Laura Lee believes:
The Sabbath does not always fall on Saturday, the 7th day, but on different
days of the week each month depending on the phase of the moon.

“Their belief is that the ‘true’ system of counting time is tied to what is
called a ‘lunisolar’ calendar, based upon both the sun and phases of the
moon. They contend every new moon restarts the seven-day cycle, rather
than having a continuous seven-day cycle which currently runs the world.

“ ‘I could have gone my whole life and such a concept would have
never occurred to me,” says Laura Lee Vornholt-Jones, a 39-year-old full-
time mother in Spokane, Wash., who has adjusted her traditional
Seventh-Day Adventist outlook of Saturday observance to this alternate
method since learning of it in late 2006. ‘It was Earth-shattering to say
the least.’

Vornholt-Jones has posted this theory on her 4AngelsPublications
website, where she offers her book on the issue, ‘The Great Calendar
Controversy,’ for sale and for free viewing online.

“She told WND she still observes a Sabbath — that is to say, a biblical
day of rest — every seven days; but she says the precise day of the week
for that Sabbath actually floats from month to month when compared to
the Gregorian calendar commonly used today.

The theory suggests whatever day of the week the new moon occurs
on, that particular day becomes "Day One" of the month.

Then, count seven days from Day One until you reach the initial
Sabbath of the month, which would always be on the eighth calendar day
of the month. The next day of rest would be on the 15th, then the 22nd
and 29th.”

Source: http://www.wnd.com/?pageld=73013

Fact
The Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy both reveal that only Saturday is the
Sabbath day.

God says:
Genesis 2:1-3
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.
And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he
rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. And God
blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested
from all his work which God created and made.

Exodus 20:10-11
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But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou
shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy
manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is
within thy gates: For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the
sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the
LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.

Life Sketches, pp. 95-96

Elder Bates was resting upon Saturday, the seventh day of the week,
and he urged it upon our attention as the true Sabbath. I did not feel its
importance, and thought that he erred in dwelling upon the fourth
commandment more than upon the other nine.

But the Lord gave me a view of the heavenly sanctuary. The temple of
God was open in heaven, and I was shown the ark of God covered with
the mercy seat. Two angels stood one at either end of the ark, with their
wings spread over the mercy seat, and their faces turned toward it. This,
my accompanying angel informed me, represented all the heavenly host
looking with reverential awe toward the law of God, which had been
written by the finger of God.

Jesus raised the cover of the ark, and I beheld the tables of stone on
which the ten commandments were written. I was amazed as I saw the
fourth commandment in the very center of the ten precepts, with a soft
halo of light encircling it. Said the angel, "It is the only one of the ten
which defines the living God who created the heavens and the earth and
all things that are therein."

When the foundations of the earth were laid, then was also laid the
foundation of the Sabbath. I was shown that if the true Sabbath had been
kept, there would never have been an infidel or an atheist. The
observance of the Sabbath would have preserved the world from idolatry.

Counsels on Health, p. 491

When thinking men find that our restaurants are closed on the Sabbath,
they will make inquiries in regard to the principles that lead us to close
our doors on Saturday. In answering their questions we shall have
opportunity to acquaint them with the reasons for our faith. We can give
them copies of our periodicals and tracts, so that they may be able to
understand the difference between "him that serveth God and him that
serveth Him not."

Manuscript Releases, Vol. 17, p. 79

The temptation will come. If you keep the Sabbath, the very day the
fourth commandment has specified, you shall have to give up this source
of gain. You shall have to close your business on Saturday, the busiest
and most profitable day in the week. And when you hesitate to comply
with a plain "Thus saith the Lord," because you will lose profit, and
riches will not increase unto you, you continue in disobedience to God
and bow the knee to Satan as he tempted Christ to do.

The Spirit of Prophecy, Vol. 4, p. 180
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There were some among them, however, who honored the Sabbath of
the fourth commandment. Such was the belief and practice of Carlstadt,
and there were others who united with him. John Frith, who aided
Tyndale in the translation of the Scriptures, and who was martyred for his
faith, thus states his views respecting the Sabbath: "The Jews have the
word of God for their Saturday, since it is the seventh day, and they were
commanded to keep the seventh day solemn. And we have not the word
of God for us, but rather against us; for we keep not the seventh day, as
the Jews do, but the first, which is not commanded by God's law."

The Review and Herald, May 11, 1876

Another brother says it is only a few months since he has been
enlightened in regard to the truth by reading a Review. He received the
Signs of the Times also; and became convicted through reading these
papers that Saturday was the Sabbath of the Lord. He felt that he must
have something more than merely the light upon the Sabbath. He wanted
to know some things for himself which had never been told him. He
offered his first prayer forty miles from home while in camp. He sought
the Lord then and there, and had come to this meeting to obtain further
light and to follow it. This brother received the ordinance of baptism, and
fully identified himself with this people.

Conclusion

The Sabbath fell on the seventh day of the creation week. It was never based
on the cycle of the moon. Why would we keep any other day? How would the
majority go to church to keep their “Sabbath” during a week day if they held a
job? Again, this does not make sense. Worse yet, if you change the calendar
you use, it changes other biblical beliefs. With something as important as the
Sabbath, why would God not inform His prophet Ellen White that she and the
other pioneers were worshipping on the wrong day? If they were wrong, then
our entire Seventh-day Adventist Church history would be wrong!

Statements from Laura Lee’s book on lunar sabbaths

“New Moon day was a worship day followed by six working days,
with the seventh-day Sabbath on the eighth of the month. Three more
successive weeks completed the month.”

“The idea that the Jews have never lost track of the true Sabbath is as
erroneous as the idea that the weekly cycle in use today is the same one
since Creation.”

“The text, from which they extrapolated the idea that the Sabbath was
to start at sunset, is found in Leviticus 23:32: . . . from even unto even,
shall ye celebrate your sabbath.” Rather than investigating further,
Seventh-day Adventists have always just assumed that text applied to the
seventh-day Sabbath.”

“Dawn was when a new day started, not sunset.”
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God says:

Genesis 1:31-2:3

And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very
good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day. Thus the
heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the
seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the
seventh day from all his work which he had made. And God blessed the
seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his
work which God created and made.

1 Timothy 4:1

Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall
depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of
devils.

Isaiah 2:22
Cease ye from man, whose breath is in his nostrils: for wherein is he to
be accounted of?

Signs of the Times, March 20, 1879

The first week, in which God performed the work of creation in six
days and rested on the seventh day, was just like every other week. The
great God, in his days of creation and day of rest, measured off the first
cycle as a sample for successive weeks till the close of time. "These are
the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were created."
God gives us the result of his work on each of the days of creation. Each
day was accounted of him a generation, because every day he generated,
or produced, some new portion of his work. On the seventh day of the
first week God rested from his labor, and then blessed the day of his rest,
and set it apart for the use of man. The weekly cycle of seven literal days,
six for labor and the seventh for rest, which has been preserved and
brought down through Bible history, originated in the great facts of the
first seven days.

Manuscript Releases, Vol. 7, p. 173

I have been shown that sleepless vigilance is the price of safety. The
truth is still the truth. Not a peg of the principles of our faith has been
moved, or will be moved. Even though you and many others apostatize
and turn from the precious light that has come to our world, that will not
make truth error. Men will arise as they have done to impair confidence
in the faith once delivered to the saints.

Manuscript Releases, Vol. 7, p. 189

The truths that have been substantiated by the manifest working of
God are to stand fast. Let no one presume to move a pin or a foundation-
stone from the structure. Those who attempt to undermine the pillars of
our faith are among those of whom the Bible says that "in the latter times
some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and
doctrines of devils."
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When did Laura Lee’s issues begin?

Ernie’s dreams say:

Watch, as I Am Coming, August 14, 2007

I see many people sitting in a room with tables. He says, "These are
brothers and sisters from your church but are not of the same faith." I
notice some have what looks like a long towel with fringes and knots tied
in the ends and these are draped around their neck. As they kneel to pray,
they pull this cloth over their head. Many have a small round cloth disk
on their head. I see many inanimate objects on the tables. There are
trumpets laid out but pointed in different directions. I notice scrolls with
words underlined and words they have added to the scrolls. I see what |
can only describe as cornucopias filled with different kinds of foods.
They would also worship a day of the week if the moon was in a certain
phase and call it the Sabbath.

If You Love Me, September 4, 2007

Many of the traditions when I was with you on earth are no more. The
study of ancient rituals is a device of Satan to keep you pursuing a wrong
path. I have shown you this. All I ask now is that you keep My
commandments and love Me.

Conclusion
Laura Lee’s issues began when statements were made in the dreams that were
contrary to her belief in keeping Jewish feast days and lunar Sabbaths.

Chapter conclusion

Laura Lee misconstrues comments Ernie made without providing proof to
support them. If her accusations were to be brought before a court of law, they
would be thrown out. God has instructed us on how we are to receive this kind
of information:

1 Timothy 5:19
Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three
witnesses.

Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 386

The Bible specially teaches us to beware of lightly bringing accusation
against those whom God has called to act as His ambassadors. The
apostle Peter, describing a class who are abandoned sinners, says,
"Presumptuous are they, self-willed, they are not afraid to speak evil of
dignities. Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring
not railing accusation against them before the Lord." 2 Peter 2:10, 11.
And Paul, in his instruction for those who are placed over the church,
says, "Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three
witnesses." 1 Timothy 5:19.

In her letter, Laura Lee stated she read all of Ernie’s dreams, up to that point,
and they did not bear the acid test of “to the law and to the testimony.”
Considering she does not pass this test because of her rejection of the true



354 THE TRUTH, THE WHOLE TRUTH, AND NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH

Sabbath, what authority does she have in accusing Ernie of failing the test?
What parts of Ernie’'s dreams contradict the Bible? Strangely, she does not
provide any proof. Might this silence mean that her own beliefs are rebuked in
Ernie’s dreams as quoted below?

Sabbath vs. Sunday, June 21, 2007

In my dream, it is early morning as I find myself walking on a
sidewalk next to a church. I am taking a couple of my radio controlled
airplanes to go fly. As I walk past the church, I hear one man say to
another, “Happy Sabbath.” I stop and exclaim, “Sabbath! I thought it was
Sunday, not Saturday.” One of the men says, “It is Sunday, the Sabbath.”
I turn, smile at him, and say, “Nooooo, Sunday is not the Sabbath,

Saturday is.

Ibid.

I now explain to the professor, with the others listening, how today is
Sunday, the first day of the week and that the Bible teaches that God
created our planet and all life in six days but rested on the seventh day. I
share how Saturday has always been referred to as the Sabbath and that in
different languages Saturday is called Sabbath. I mention there are
several places in the Bible that say the seventh day of the week, Saturday,
is the Sabbath. I also state that the fourth commandment is the only one
that starts with ‘Remember.’ I ask, “Have you all forgotten?”

Stand Fast, February 5, 2008

A few registers over, I hear a commotion going on. A lady next to us
says, “It is one of those people that don’t want to keep God’s day
reverent. It’s one of those Saturday people. They are the scourge of the
earth. Can’t wait till they can all be done away with.” The Herald says,
“It is time to go.”

Get Ready, March 18, 2008

I watch as others stop to discuss the ancient books of the best ways to
fly. They get out charts to plot and study the wind currents and try to
figure out what is the best way to ascend.

While Ellen White was alive, many rejected her visions because they did not
support their ideas.

Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 5, p. 49
You despise and reject the testimonies because they reprove your
darling sins and disturb your self-complacency.

Counsels for the Church, p. 93

In many cases the Testimonies are fully received, the sin and
indulgence broken off, and reformation at once commences in harmony
with the light God has given. In other instances sinful indulgences are
cherished, the Testimonies are rejected, and many excuses which are
untrue are offered to others as the reason for refusing to receive them.
The true reason is not given. It is a lack of moral courage—a will,
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strengthened and controlled by the Spirit of God, to renounce hurtful
habits.

Ernie’s dream says:

Repent, as [ am Coming, November 12, 2008

The Father has seen how the one who calls herself LJ--Laura Lee
Jones--follows the observance of feast days and the lunar Sabbaths even
though she has been shown that this is wrong. She does not listen to the
voice of God the Father but the voice of the father of lies. She
misconstrued comments you made and used them against you. God
knows how she contacted David Gates and spoke with a lying tongue,
convincing him to follow her--a woman that is led by Satan, the prince of
deception.

Laura Lee, please refer to Luke 6:42. “Either how canst thou say to thy brother,
Brother, let me pull out the mote that is in thine eye, when thou thyself
beholdest not the beam that is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, cast out first
the beam out of thine own eye, and then shalt thou see clearly to pull out the
mote that is in thy brother's eye.”



Appendix A
G. Edward Reid’'s March 2008 Newsletter

In chapter 1, reference is made to Elder Reid’s March, 2008 newsletter. This
appendix contains the section of the newsletter concerning Ernie Knoll.

Source: http://www.adventiststewardship.org/images/1707/pdf/Mar08.doc

False Prophet of Tithing
By G Edward Reid

I have a keen personal interest
regarding prophecy and thank God that
He has chosen to use that method of
communication with mankind. We
know that there will be false prophets
near the end. Four times in Matthew 24
alone, Jesus counsels us to beware of
false prophets. But we can’t just
dismiss everyone who claims to be led
of God. Paul counseled “Do not despise
prophecies. Test all things; hold fast
what is good” (1 Thes. 5:20,21).
Accordingly, when a person claims to
be speaking for God, we must test
his/her counsel according to the Word
of God to determine the veracity of the
counsel.

Recently several people have
brought to my attention the “dreams” of
one, Ernie Knoll. He claims to be a
Seventh-day Adventist who is being
given dreams from God about the
condition of the church and what is
coming on the earth. It is interesting
that in his February 5, 2008 “dream” he
gives a series of footnotes from the
Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy. I had
never seen footnoted dreams before but
in evaluating this one I note that he
gives “tithe counsel” directly contrary
to what I already know to be true.

The “false counsel” is: "It is
important that His people understand
while it is important that we are to
return a tithe to God’s storehouse, it is
equally important that they understand
what the funds are being used for. If an

individual is providing funds and they
understand that the funds are not being
used according to His will, that person
will be held accountable.” To say that
the individual donor of tithe and
offerings is responsible for any
mismanagement on the part of church
leaders is totally false. There is no place
in the Bible — Old or New Testament —
where God has told His followers to
withhold or redirect their tithes when
they feel that they are being misused by
the church leaders. In fact, the only
offering that Jesus ever commended
was when a poor widow gave two mites
(apparently all she had) to a church that
was just about to crucify Him! (See
Mark 12:41-44).

We have two very relevant
documents on our NAD website that
address this very issue. They are
“Timely Counsels” and “The Work in
Michigan” under the Tithe tab. Here are
some representative statements:

“Some have been dissatisfied and
have said: ‘I will not longer pay my
tithe; for I have no confidence in the
way things are managed at the heart of
the work."”” But will you rob God
because you think the management of
the work is not right? Make your
complaint, plainly and openly, in the
right spirit, to the proper ones. Send in
your petitions for things to be adjusted
and set in order; but do not withdraw
from the work of God, and prove
unfaithful, because others are not doing
right” (9T 249).

The other article notes: “Cannot
you see that it is not best under any
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circumstances to withhold your tithes
and offerings because you are not in
harmony with everything that your
brethren do? The tithes and offerings
are not the property of any man, but are
to be used in doing a certain work for
God. Unworthy ministers may receive
some of the means thus raised, but dare
anyone, because of this, withhold from
the treasury and brave the curse of
God? I dare not” (2 Sermons and Talks,
74).

There are several statements in the
writings of Ellen White where she notes
that those who are faithful in returning
to God that which is His “will not lose
their reward” but those who (among
church leaders) make a wrong use of
the funds will be required to give an
account of their stewardship. (See 2T
518,519).

The bottom line here is that, when
we play the role of donors we must be
faithful in returning to God through His
church storechouse what he requires.
Once the money gets there, those in
charge have the responsibility of using
it in harmony with God’s plan.

357



Appendix B
The Watson Letter

In chapter 1, references are provided showing that Ellen White used her tithe
money to support people who were not employed by the Church. This appendix
contains the Watson letter written by Ellen White to Elder G.F. Watson,
president of the Colorado Conference. It reveals a number of important points
regarding the issue of tithing.

Spalding and Magan Collection, p. 215-216
The Use of the Tithe.
Mountain View, Calif., Jan. 22, 1905.

Elder Watson:

My brother, I wish to say to you, Be careful how you move. You are
not moving wisely. The least you have to speak about the tithe that has
been appropriated to the most needy and the most discouraging field in
the world, the more sensible you will be.

It has been presented to me for years that my tithe was to be
appropriated by myself to aid the white and colored ministers who were
neglected and did not receive sufficient properly to support their families.
When my attention was called to aged ministers, white or black, it was
my special duty to investigate into their necessities and supply their
needs. This was to be my special work, and I have done this in a number
of cases. No man should give notoriety to the fact that in special cases the
tithe is used in that way.

In regard to the colored work in the South, that field has been and is
still being robbed of the means that should come to the workers of that
field. If there has been cases where our sisters have appropriated their
tithe to the support of the ministers working for the colored people in the
South, let every man, if he is wise, hold his peace.

I have myself appropriated my tithe to the most needy cases brought to
my notice. I have been instructed to do this; and as the money is not
withheld from the Lord's treasury, it is not a matter that should be
commented upon; for it will necessitate my making known these matters,
which I do not desire to do, because it is not best.

Some cases have been kept before me for years, and I have supplied
their needs from the tithe, as God has instructed me to do. And if any
person shall say to me, Sister White, will you appropriate my tithe where
you know it is most needed, I shall say, Yes, I will; and I have done so. I
commend those sisters who have placed their tithe where it is most
needed to help to do a work that is being left undone; and if this matter is
given publicity, it will create knowledge which would better be left as it
is. I do not care to give publicity to this work which the Lord has
appointed me to do, and others to do.

I send this matter to you so that you shall not make a mistake.
Circumstances alter cases. I would not advise that any should make a
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practice of gathering up tithe money. But for years there have now and
then been persons who have lost confidence in the appropriation of the
tithe who have placed their tithe in my hands, and said that if I did not
take it they would themselves appropriate it to the families of the most
needy minister they could find. I have taken the money, given a receipt
for it, and told them how it was appropriated.

I write this to you so that you shall keep cool and not become stirred up
and give publicity to this matter, lest many more shall follow their
example.

(Signed) Ellen G. White

The facts

1.

In the case, Ellen White and others were supporting ordained
ministers in the south and not, as some have assumed, self-
supporting ministries.

Conference officials were not happy that people were sending their
Ellen White was instructed by God to appropriate her own tithe to
those who had been neglected. This was done for years.

Ellen White points out that her tithe was not “withheld from the
Ellen White was happy to send other people’s tithe to the southern
Ellen White commended people for sending their tithe to where it

For years people who had lost confidence in the appropriation of the
tithe by their conferences gave it to Ellen White for the workers in

2.
tithe to workers in the south.
3.
4,
Lord’s treasury.”
5.
workers.
6.
was most needed.
7. This work was appointed by God.
8.
the south.
9. Circumstances alter cases.

The Watson letter vs. the Conference

The conference says we have to
return our tithe to our local church.

Conference Watson Letter \

The Watson letter shows we can
return our tithe to any division or
neglected gospel worker.

The conference says there are no
exceptions to their tithe regulations.

The Watson letter says that
circumstances can alter cases.

The conference says if we have lost
confidence in the leadership or the
way our tithe is being used, we must
still return our tithe to our local
Conference church.

The Watson letter shows that if we
have lost confidence in those who
appropriate our tithe, it is acceptable
to send it someplace else where it will
be used correctly.
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Conference Watson Letter

The conference says that because The Watson letter shows that God
Ellen White was a prophet, it was appointed other people also to
acceptable for her to appropriate her | appropriate their own tithe.

own tithe.

Circumstances alter cases

One important point the Watson letter reveals is Ellen White’s comment that,
“Circumstances alter cases.” Both the neglect of the southern workers and the
misappropriation of the tithe by the conference were valid reasons for a change
in circumstances. This is a Biblical principle as can be seen in the following
verses:

2 Kings 4:42-44

And there came a man from Baalshalisha, and brought the man of God
[Elisha] bread of the firstfruits, twenty loaves of barley, and full ears of
corn in the husk thereof. And he said, Give unto the people, that they may
eat. And his servitor said, What, should I set this before an hundred men?
He said again, Give the people, that they may eat: for thus saith the
LORD, They shall eat, and shall leave thereof. So he set it before them,
and they did eat, and left thereof, according to the word of the LORD.

The firstfruits were to be given to the priests (Leviticus 23:10; Deuteronomy
18:1-4). On this occasion however, the firstfruits were given to Elisha the
prophet who was not a Levite. One of the reasons this may have occurred is
because all the priests had fled to Judah (2 Chronicles 11:13-14).
Circumstances can alter cases.

In another example, Ellen White says, “There are exceptional cases, where
poverty is so deep that, in order to secure the humblest place of worship, it may
be necessary to appropriate the tithes. But that place is not Battle Creek or
Oakland.” Manuscript Releases, Vol. 1, p. 191. It is very clear from Ellen
White’s writings that she upheld that tithe was only to be used for the support of
the gospel ministry (Gospel Workers, p. 227). Yet under severe circumstances,
this may be altered.



Appendix C
2009 Spring Council Financial Report

Chapter 1 makes reference to General Conference investments. This appendix
contains three slides from the 2009 financial report. To view all the slides,
please visit the following source:

http://news.adventist.org/assets/2009%20Spring%20Meeting%20treas%20repo

rt.pdf




Appendix D
Tithe Used to Pay Church Litigation

In chapter 1, reference is made to the Church using tithe money to pay for
litigation. This appendix contains a letter from the General Conference in 1989
proving this is true.



Appendix E
Angel Manuel Rodriguez's Letter

THE DREAMS OF BROTHER ERNIE KNOLL

Brother Ernie Knoll claims to be having dreams from God. He was a
local church elder and supposedly has identified himself as an ordained
pastor. His local church did not re-elect him as church elder in part because
of his dreams. There is little on his webpage about the history of his
experiences with the dreams. Based on the little we know he at first did not
see himself as a prophet. He was having vivid dreams for which he
provided his own interpretations. At some point an angel interpreter was
introduced in his dreams and guided and interpreted the dreams for him.
Consequently he claimed to be receiving revelations from the Lord, that is
to say he became a prophet. It is very difficult to evaluate such claims.
Church members should not accept them based on the fact that the person
is having dreams and that he is also claiming that an angel is involved.
There are several things that we should keep in mind as we examine the
evidence.

First, Brother Ernie states that he wanted God to communicate with him.
This was something that he cherished in his heart. This is a little strange
and lends itself to different interpretations. But perhaps what is more
important is that we hardly find in the Bible a person who was eager to be a
prophet. When called to the prophetic ministry those persons were not
initially delighted. Very often their first reaction was to resist the divine
call. This was also the case with Ellen G. White. This interest in being a
prophet may have had some psychological impact on his experiences.

Second, his dreams deal with different topics but are not of deep
significance for the church. A number of them are about his ministry and
serve to encourage him to continue to do what he is doing. In others he
deals with the health message, worship, the Lord’s Supper, the coming of
destruction, and the need for reformation in the church—he particularly
mentions the Adventist Book Centers. In one of the dreams, the KJV was
identified as the Bible version that we should use. As I read that, I
wondered about Bible versions in other languages. Why should the Lord
limit Himself to one language? In some cases it is very difficult to find the
purpose or the message of a dream.

Third, in many of the dreams Brother Ernie is the center of interest or
they are about him. For instance, he dreams he is in heaven sitting at a large
table. While there he begins to think about the sins he committed while on
earth. I tried to find a message in the dream but I could not. It was about the
burden of sin that he was still carrying while in heaven. To me this is a
rather strange situation.

Fourth, he makes a great effort to demonstrate that he has the
characteristics of a true prophet as found in the Bible. Therefore, Brother
Ernie includes in the narratives of his dreams passages from the Bible and
statements from the Spirit of Prophecy that support the message of his



364 THE TRUTH, THE WHOLE TRUTH AND NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH

dreams. In other words, he is trying to demonstrate that his messages are
supported by God’s previous revelations to his people. This makes his

dreams almost irrelevant for the church. What we need to do is read the

Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy. But one of the dreams created a problem
for him. In it tithe was discussed and the teaching was not in agreement
with what the Bible teaches about tithing. The angel tells him that the
individual decides to whom he or she should give the tithe. This is not what
you find in the Bible and in the writings of Ellen G. White. Apparently
Brother Ernie received quite a bit of reaction to this dream and some
alleged that he modified it. But the truth is that he is still promoting this
dream on his webpage. It has also been stated that he changed one of his
dreams about the 144,000 because the original version of it contradicted the
Spirit of Prophecy.

What can we conclude about the dreams? It is extremely difficult to
assign the dreams to a particular source of origin. The last point we made
about tithing as well as the overall nature of the dreams raise serious
questions about their divine origin. But perhaps one of the main problems
we face is that the influence of the dreams may lead people to rely more on
them than on the Scripture. Consequently, they could be distracted from the
study of the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy. This could lead them to
emphasize our subjective experiences as a reliable guide in the search for
truth. The times in which we live are dangerous times and the closer we
stay to the Bible, spending time studying it, the safest it would be for the
church. We do not deny that the Lord will pour His Spirit out on His people
in an unprecedented way, but we should also be aware of the deceptions of
the last days. I do not believe that Brother Ernie is trying to deceive
anybody. I only call you, the reader, to be wise and prudent and wait for the
Lord instead of spending time with dreams whose origin we cannot clearly

verify.

Angel Manuel Rodriguez
February 2009
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Doctrines in Ernie Knoll's Dreams

Bible & Spirit of Prophecy

Dreams Doctrines
References
1. Atthe Table a. Heaven Isa. 65:17-25; 2 Pet. 3:13;
b. Jesus as our Savior Rev. 21:1-7, 22:1-5; EW 16-
17, 289
Jn. 3:16; Rom. 5:6-11; 1 Cor.
15:3-4; 1 Pet. 2:21-24; 1 Jn.
2:2;4:10; FLB 75
2. The White a. Righteousness by faith Gal. 5:5; Heb. 11:7; GW 161
Blanket (our protection)
3. A View of a. Judgment during 1 Cor. 6:2-3; Rev. 20:1-4; EW
Heaven millennium 52; GC 660, 661
b. Jesus as Creator Jn. 1:1-3; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:2;
c. Love of God and DA 288
Christ Jn. 3:16; Rom. 8:35, 39; Eph.
d. Correct type of music 3:19; 5:2, 25; Phil. 2:5-8; 1 Jn.
e. 144,000 3:1; 4:9-11; DA 493; FE 234
Matt. 26:30; Eph. 5:19; Phil.
4:8; Col. 3:16; Jam. 5:13; Ev
508.1; FE 97.4; MYP 295.1;
2SM 36-38; 3SM 333.1; 1T
496-497; 5T 492.3
Rev. 7:3-8; 14:1-5; EW 15-17;
1SAT 72.3
4. Old Gray a. Shaking time Eze. 38:19; Amos 9:9; EW
Gate 269, 270; 1T 181.1; 2511
5. Buildings a. Destruction foretold 1 Thes. 5:3; Ev 29; 8T 49.2-3;
Falling GC 589.3
6. Callto a. God’s judgments and Lk. 21:26; Rev. 11:18; 15:4;
Repentance wrath 16:7; 18:4; AA 62
b. Need for repentance Acts 3:19; Rev. 3:19; SC 23.2
7. Angelona a. Instruction to share the Rom. 10:15; 2 Tim. 4:2; PM
White Horse Bible and Spirit of 375
Prophecy (Ellen White) 1 Kings 22:14; Jer. 1:4-7; Eze.
b. Instruction to share 2:3-5; 3:27; EW 20
God’s messages in the
dreams
8. Go Forth a. Work of Holy Spirit Lk. 12:11-12; Jn. 16:7-8, 13-
b. Opposition to truth 15; Rom. 5:5; 1 Cor. 2:12-13;
c. Call for God’s workers AA 49
2 Tim. 2:24-25; RH, Dec. 23,
1890 par. 18

Matt. 22:14; Jn. 4:35; GC
612.1; LDE 203.3, 204.2
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Dreams

Doctrines

Bible & Spirit of Prophecy

References
9. Stand on the a. Importance of the 1 Cor. 1:18; TDG 176.5
Truth cross
10. Sabbath vs. a. Remember the Gen. 2:2-3; Ex. 16:26; 20:8-
Sunday seventh-day Sabbath 11; 31:13-17; Deut. 5:12-15;
Isa. 58:13-14; Ezek. 20:12, 20;
Lk. 4:16; 23:56; Heb. 4:4; LDE
220.5
11. Prepare... a. Prepare for God’s Rev. 14:7-12; PK 278; 5T 212
wrath Rev. 22:12, 20; TDG 322.4
b. Time is short
12. Build an Ark c. Do notlean on “arm of Ps. 118:8-9; 146:3; Isa. 2:22;
flesh” Jer. 17:5-6; Mic. 7:5-7; PK
d. The Flood 198.4; TDG 82.3
Gen. 7:17-20; 3SG 64.2-71.1
13. The a. Gospel work Matt. 24:14; Rev. 14:6; PK
Mailroom b. Books of a new order 221.3
c. Four winds held back Acts 19:13-20; AH 413.1-2;
1SM 204.2
Rev. 7:1-4; EW 38.2
14. Creeping a. Reverence in church Lev. 19:30; Ps. 89:7; CG
Compromise 540.2
15. Keep Going a. Work of angels Gen. 28:12; Ps. 91:11; Lk.
1:19; Heb. 1:14; EW 39.1; GC
312.1; LDE 207.1; ML 171.7;
1SM 17.1
16. Watch, as | a. Ellen G. White as a Rev. 12:17; 19:10; 1SM 31.3-
Am Coming prophet 325
b. Importance of Ps. 4:4; Matt. 1:21; Matt. 5:48;
overcoming sin Rom. 6:1-22; 8:1-14; 1 Cor.
c. False beliefs exposed 15:34; CET 113.1; HP 146.5;
d. Instruction for the MH 180.5; 3T 365.1
144,000 Matt. 16:6-12; 23:13-33; 2
e. Work of “Elijah” Tim. 4:2; Rev. 2:15; 1SAT
387.1
Rev. 14:3-5; 7BC 978.1; 3T
266.2
Mal. 4:5-6; Lk. 1:17; 2BC
1037.1; PK 119, 235.1
17. Only One a. Importance of being Matt. 11:28; Jn. 7:37; OFC
Place to Be close to God 239; RH, March 4, 1884 par. 5
18. Two Roads a. Admonition to choose Josh. 24:15; 1 Kings 18:21; UL

Christ

345.5; Y1, Mar. 6, 1902 par. 8
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Bible & Spirit of Prophecy

Dreams Doctrines References
19. If You Love b. Danger of evil c. Eph. 4:27;6:11; 1 Pet. 5:8;
Me a. Ten Commandments CSW 49.2; CT 479.1; ST, Feb.
stressed 12,1902.11
b.  Work of humble d. Ex.20:6;Jn. 14:15, 21; EW
people 421
a. Num. 12:3-8; Matt. 18:4; 5T
253.1; 7T 26.3-4
20. Sudden a. Additional destruction | a. 1 Thes. 5:3; Ev 29; 8T 49.2-3;
Darkness GC 589.3
21. The New a. Description of New a. Isa.65:17; 2 Pet. 3:13; Rev.
Earth Earth 21:1; EW 18-19
b. Sabbath on the New b. Isa. 66:22-23; DA 769; EW
Earth 217.2; 6T 368.3
22. The SDA a. False church services | a. Rev. 3:14-19; 2SM 36
Church b.  Church triumphant b. Rev. 21:2; CET 228; Ev 707.1;
2SM 380.2
23. Much to Do a. Instruction for ministry | a. Ex. 25:8-9; Acts 9:1-16; 22:10;
18:24-26; AA 47.1; CET
140.2-141.1
24. The ABC a. Instruction on proper a. Books: Ex. 24:7; Neh. 13:1;
books and music Matt. 21:42; AH 410.1-417.2;
Music: Matt. 26:30; Eph. 5:19;
Col. 3:16; Ev 508.1; FE 97.4;
2SM 38.1; 3SM 333.1; 5T
492.3
25. Pray for a. Satan’s hatred of a. Gen. 3:15; Rev. 12:17; 3SM
Protection God’s messages, 100
especially the book,
The Great Controversy
26. A Great a. Health message (diet) | a. Lev. 11; Dan. 1:8; 1 Cor. 3:17;
Work 6:19; CD 73.2
27. The Work a. God’'s worldwide work | c. Rev. 14:6; Mar 19.1
Now Begins b. Instruction regarding a. Deut. 13:1-4; 18:20-22; Isa.
false dreams 8:20; 7BC 952.2; Mar 192.5;
2SM 21.4-22.1,78.1,86.4; 1T
569.2
28. Stand Fast b. Prayer e. Ps.62:8; 65:2; Matt. 6:9-13;
c. Tithe and offerings 7:7; Phil. 4:6; MB 102-122
a. First plague a. Gen. 14:20; Mal. 3:8-10; Heb.
b. Financial difficulties 7:2;2SAT 744
c. Deaths b. Rev.16:2
d. Martyrs c. Rev.13:17; 9T 13.3-14.1
d. Ps.37:38; Rev. 14:13; Ev
29.4; 21MR 80.2
e. Rev. 13:15; 20:4; GC 665.2;

3SM 397.4
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Dreams

Doctrines

Bible & Spirit of Prophecy

References
29. Get Ready a. Satan’s impersonation 2 Cor. 11:14; GC 624.2; LDE
of Christ 162
b. God'’s love Jn. 3:16; Rom. 8:35, 39; Eph.
c. Witnessing 3:19; 5:2, 25; Phil. 2:5-8; 1 Jn.
3:1; 4:9-11; DA 493; FE 234
Isa. 43:12; 44:8; Matt. 16:15;
28:19; Acts 4:33; 10MR 338.2-
3
30. Love and a. God’s rebuke Rev. 2:12-17; 3:14-22; 1IMR
Rebuke b. Angel’s testimony 361.2
c. Nature of Christ Dan. 10:12-14; Lk. 1:26-37;
DA 98.4-99.1
Rom. 1:3; 8:3; 1 Tim. 3:16;
Heb. 2:11, 16-18; DA 112.3;
EW 152.2; MM 181.3; RH
Dec. 15, 1896 par. 7; 1SG
25.1; 1SM 253.1, 256.1; 3SM
134.2; 2SP 39.3; Yl Dec. 20,
1900 par. 7
31. Testing the a. Christin Most Holy Dan. 8:14; Rev. 3:7-8; EW 42,
Spirits Place 253
b. Instruction on testing Isa. 8:20; 1 Jn. 4:1-3; RH, Jan.
the spirits 31, 1888 par. 1
32. The Cross a. Lord’s Supper Lk. 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:20;
b.  True church services FLB 300.2-3
Ps. 89:7; Ev 508.1; 2SM 36.2-
37.2; 5T 496, 609
33. In His Time a. Apostasy 2 Thes. 2:3; 2 Tim. 4:3-4; ChL
b. Conversion 20.4; PK 322.1; RH, Feb. 4,
1909 par. 8
Ps. 51:13; Matt.18:3; Lk.
22:32; Acts 3:19; SC 57.2
34. Repent, as | a. Help the poor Isa. 58:7; Gal. 2:10; Jam. 2:2-
Am Coming b. Study God’'s Word 6; ST, June 21, 1899 par. 10
c. Behumble 2 Tim. 2:15; Ev 214.4; SC 35.2
d. Submit to Christ Prov. 16:19; 29:23; Isa. 57:15;
e. Enjoy nature Matt. 18:4; Jam. 4:10; TDG
f.  Inhabitants of unfallen 731
worlds Jam. 4:7; YRP 363.1
g. Second Coming Ps. 19:1; ML 294; SD 135; 3T

377

Job 38:7; DA 37.2; EW 39.3
Ps. 50:3; Matt. 24:30; 26:64; 1
Thes. 4:16; Rev. 1:7; Mar. 12
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Bible & Spirit of Prophecy

universe

Dreams Doctrines References
35. In the Heart a. Forgiveness Ps. 25:18; 86:51; Jer. 31:34;
of Jesus b. Justification Matt. 6:14-15; Eph. 1:7; Jn.
c. Sanctification 1:9; 2:1; SC 26.1-2; 37.2-4
d. Overcoming sin and Rom. 3:24, 28; 4:25; 5:16-18;
character perfection 1 Cor. 6:11; Titus 3:7; FW 104
e. Work of Holy Spirit 1 Cor. 6:11; 1 Thes. 4:3-4; 2
(who is as much a Thes. 2:13; 1 Pet. 1:2; AA
person as God) 532.2, 559-561
f.  Sifting time Ps. 4:4; Matt. 1:21; Matt. 5:48;
g. God destroys and Rom. 6:1-22; 8:1-14; 1 Cor.
allows Satan to 15:34; CET 113.1; HP 146.5;
destroy MH 180.5; 3T 365.1
h.  Christ as High Priest Jn. 14:16; 15:26; Ev 616.5
i.  Christin Gethsemane Amos 9:9; 5T 79.4
j.  Godhead (three Gen. 6:7; 7:11; 19:13-14; 28-
persons who are one 29; Ex. 23:27; Job 1:12; 2:6;
in purpose, mind, and Isa. 28:2; EW 54.1
character) Heb. 2:17; 3:1; 4:14-15; TMK
k. Institution of marriage 108.3
Matt. 26:36-43; Lk. 22:39-45;
DA 693.3
Col. 2:9; CH 222.2; DA 671.2;
Ev 615; Ev 617.3; 7MR 299.2
Gen. 1:27-28; 2:23-24; Matt.
19:4-6; 1 Cor. 7:2-5; Eph.
5:22-33; AH 100.1
36. Two Cars a. Special resurrection Dan. 12:2; GC 637.1
b. First resurrection 1 Cor. 15:52; Rev. 20:6; GC
c. SDA Church 644
(wheat/tares; church Matt. 13:24-30; LDE 52.2,
militant/church 61.2-62.2; ST June 22, 1904
triumphant) Jn. 9:4; Mar 242; RH, June 8,
d. Sealing time 1886 par. 1
e. False shepherds Matt. 7:15; LDE 247.2; ST July
f.  Close of probation 18, 1892
g. Satan’s work Amos 8:11-13; Rev. 22:11;
h. God’s creations in the EW 281; SR 402.1-2

1 Peter 5:8; RH Dec. 15, 1904
par. 7; 3SM 19.2
Rev. 21:1; AG 129

Key to Abbreviations of Spirit of Prophecy books by Ellen G. White

AA — The Acts of the Apostles
AG — God’s Amazing Grace
AH — The Adventist Home

BC — The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary
CD - Counsels on Diet and Foods
CET - Christian Experience and Teachings of Ellen G. White
CG — Child Guidance
CH - Counsels on Health
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CHL — Christian Leadership

CSW — Counsels on Sabbath School Work
CT — Counsels to Parents, Teachers, and Students
DA — The Desire of Ages

Ev — Evangelism

EW — Early Writings

FE — Fundamentals of Christian Education
FLB — The Faith I Live By

FW — Faith and Works

GC — The Great Controversy

GW — Gospel Workers

HP — In Heavenly Places

LDE — Last Day Events

Mar — Maranatha

MB — Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing
MH — The Ministry of Healing

ML — My Life Today

MM — Medical Ministry

MR — Manuscript Releases (21 vols.)

MYP — Messages to Young People

OFC — Our Father Cares

PK — Prophets and Kings

PM — The Publishing Ministry

RH — The Review and Herald

SAT — Sermons and Talks (2 vols.)

SC - Steps to Christ

SD — Sons and Daughters of God

SG - Spiritual Gifts (4 vols.)

SM - Selected Messages (3 books)

SR — The Story of Redemption

ST — The Signs of the Times

T — Testimonies for the Church (9 vols.)
TDG - This Day With God

TMK — That | May Know Him

UL — The Upward Look

Y| — The Youth’s Instructor

YRP — Ye Shall Receive Power



Appendix G
Steve Wohlberg's First letter

This appendix contains Steve Wohlberg'’s first letter.

March 25, 2008
Re: Ernie Knolls dreams
From: Steve Wohlberg

Because many are now asking White Horse Media about Ernie Knoll’s dreams, I
have decided to put my personal thoughts into one document. I became aware of
Ermie’s dreams about 5 months. Because Acts 2:16, 17 says that God will give
dreams and visions, and because I long for heaven, I first read Ernie’s dreams with
great interest, with an open mind, and with much prayer. Then I called the Knoll’s
and spoke with them at length. After talking with Ernie and Becky, I was very
satisfied that they are sincere Adventists who want nothing more than for Jesus to
come soon. Because of this, I remained sympathetic, but still cautious, for a number
of months.

Yet everything changed when I read the Feb. 08 dream, particularly what “the
Herald” said about tithe. Page 4 says:

The Herald turns to me and says, "It is important that His people understand
while it is important that we are to return a tithe to God’s storehouse, it is
equally important that they understand what the funds are being used for. If
an individual is providing funds and they understand that the funds are not
being used according to His will, that person will be held accountable. The
Great Creator has said to pay a tribute to those who do His bidding. The
Herald explains that many tributes are used toward Lucifer’s work of using
spiritualism from within God’s church by those who collect and place the
funds in a storehouse. The Herald says, "That is not God’s storehouse...”

Here the Herald says that if someone gives “tithe” and “they understand that the
funds are not being used according to His will, that person will be held accountable.”
He also said that because “many tributes [tithe]” are being used for “spiritualism
within God’s church” that therefore, “That is not God’s storehouse.”

After reading this, my mind was deeply troubled. Then I compared the Herald’s
statements with what Ellen White wrote. Then I wrote up my findings in a Word
document. Then I spoke with Ernie and Becky on the phone. After doing this, I sent
my document to them. Here it is:

From Steve Wohlberg:

Brethren, these are quotes, comparisons, and inquiries that have stirred my
mind after reading what the Herald said about “tithe.”
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[in the dream] The Herald turns to me and says, "It is important that His
people understand while it is important that we are to return a tithe to God’s
storehouse, it is equally important that they understand what the funds are
being used for. If an individual is providing funds and they understand that
the funds are not being used according to His will, that person will be held
accountable. The Great Creator has said to pay a tribute to those who do
His bidding. The Herald explains that many tributes are used toward
Lucifer’s work of using spiritualism from within God’s church by those
who collect and place the funds in a storehouse. The Herald says, "That is
not God’s storehouse.”

[The Bible] “Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury and saw how the people
put money into the treasury. And many who were rich put in much. Then
one poor widow came and threw in two mites, which make a quadrans. So
He called His disciples to Himself and said to them, “Assuredly, I say to
you that this poor widow has put in more than all those who have given
to the treasury; for they all put in out of their abundance, but she out of her
poverty put in all that she had, her whole livelihood” (Mark 12:41-44).

Steve’s comment: The Jewish “treasury” at that time was corrupt, yet Jesus
commended the poor woman for putting her money there because she
loved God’s cause. Jesus did not hold her “accountable” for what was
occuring in that temple, or because of how her money might be misused.
Instead, He commended her unselfish act and inspired His gospel writers to
record this event to instruct His church to the end of time.

[Ellen White] Some have been dissatisfied and have said: "I will not longer
pay my tithe; for I have no confidence in the way things are managed at the
heart of the work." But will you rob God because you think the
management of the work is not right? ... do not withdraw from the work
of God, and prove unfaithful, because others are not doing right (9T 249)

Steve’s comment: If some are not doing right, even at “the heart of the
work,” we should still pay our tithe there, or we are robbing God.

[Ellen White] Cannot you see that it is not best under any circumstances
to withhold your tithes and offerings because you are not in harmony
with everything that your brethren do? The tithes and offerings are not
the property of any man, but are to be used in doing a certain work for God.
Unworthy ministers may receive some of the means thus raised, but dare
anyone, because of this, withhold from the treasury and brave the curse of
God? I dare not (2 Sermons and Talks, 74).

Steve’s comment: Some of our tithe may be misused and go to “unworthy
ministers,” but this is no reason not to pay our tithes into “the treasury.” It is
“not best under any circumstances” to withhold our tithe; if we do, we risk
the curse of God.

[Ellen White] I was shown that the recording angel makes a faithful record
of every offering dedicated to God and put into the treasury, and also of the
final result of the means thus bestowed... Even though the means thus
consecrated be misapplied, so that it does not accomplish the object
which the donor had in view,--the glory of God and the salvation of souls,--
those who made the sacrifice in sincerity of soul, with an eye single to the
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glory of God, will not lose their reward. Those who have made a wrong
use of means dedicated to God will be required to give an account of their
stewardship (2T 518-519).

Steve’s comment: Even if the tithe is misapplied, the angels make a faithful
record of the giver’s contribution. They will not lose their reward.

[Ellen White] When persons declare that they will not pay their tithes
because the means is not used as they think it ought to be, will the elder
of the church or the minister sympathize with the sinners? Will he aid the
enemy in his work? Or will he, as a wise man endued with knowledge, go
to work to correct the evil and remove the stumblingblocks? Let those who
are dissatisfied state plainly their grievances to the ones who they think
have erred instead of talking the matter over with others and thus fanning
the flame of discontent (2 Sermons and Talks, 75).

Steve’s comment: Those who don’t pay their tithes because they think it is
being misused are unknowingly aiding the enemy in his work and “fanning
the flame of discontent.”

[Ellen White] God's reserved resources are to be used in no such haphazard
way. The tithe is the Lord's, and those who meddle with it will be punished
with the loss of their heavenly treasure unless they repent. Let the work no
longer be hedged up because the tithe has been diverted into various
channels other than the one to which the Lord has said it should go (9T
249).

Steve’s comment: The title issue is a life and death matter. Thus who
“meddle” with it will be “punished” with the “loss of their heavenly
treasure.” The tithe is not to be diverted into other channels, or paid in a
“haphazard way,” for this would hinder God’s work.

Summary comments: Ellen White’s position is clear. Even if some of the
tithe is misused, we are still to pay it, or we are robbing God. Those held
accountable are not those who pay tithe (as “the Herald” said), but those use
misuse it. Those who don’t pay their tithe because they think it is not being
used right, aid the enemy. Under no circumstances are we to withhold our
tithe from “the treasury.” Thus, in this instance, it seems that “the Heralds”
counsel and Ellen White’s counsel are not in agreement with each other
here. “The Herald” contradicts her counsel, yet he says that it “important”
for God’s people to understand what he says.

[Significant EGW quotes about the of Anna Rice Phillips] All along our
pathway to the heavenly Canaan we see many souls that have made
shipwreck of faith, and in their false movements have led others astray
through the supposition that they were led of God in special revelations. 1
have had to write many, many pages to correct these errors. I have been
burdened and oppressed night after night, unable to sleep because of the
agony of my soul for God's heritage, His people, who are in danger of being
misled. Many things in these visions and dreams seem to be all straight, a
repetition of that which has been in the field for many years; but soon they
introduce a jot here, a tittle of error there, just a little seed which takes root
and flourishes, and many are defiled therewith (2 SM 86).

373
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The greatest care should be exercised concerning those who claim to
receive revelations from God. There needs to be much close watching and
much praying. Those who are acting a part in the great work for these last
days need to counsel together in regard to every new thing that shall be
introduced, for no one man's mind is to be left to judge of, or to place
before the public, important matters which have a relation to the cause of
God (2 SM 91).

[Satan mixes truth with error] It was by deception that Satan seduced
angels; thus he has in all ages carried forward his work among men, and he
will continue this policy to the last. Should he openly profess to be warring
against God and His law, men would beware; but he disguises himself, and
mixes truth with error. The most dangerous falsehoods are those that are
mingled with truth. It is thus that errors are received that captivate and ruin
the soul. By this means Satan carries the world with him. But a day is
coming when his triumph will be forever ended (PP 338).

Question: If “the Herald” is a fallen angel disguising himself as one of
God’s angels, and if the long-term purpose of his communications is to
deceive God’s people, then how can we explain the great “good” that have
definitely come through the dreams so far, hearts being renewed, lives
being changed, etc.

Possible answer: The Holy Spirit still works through “truth,” even when it
is quoted by the devil.

The leaven of truth works a change in the whole man, making the coarse
refined, the rough gentle, the selfish generous (COL, 102).

It is by the Spirit of truth, working through the word of God, that Christ
subdues His chosen people to Himself (DA 671).

Error is never harmless. It never sanctifies,
but always brings confusion and dissension
(5T 291, 292)

After this, I began to look even more critically at the dreams. For the next few weeks,
I thought a lot about this, and continued to pray. Then during the weekend of March
21-23 my family went to a church retreat with many of our friends from the
Templeton Hills Church where I used to pastor. Ernie had visited the church earlier
and met with the elders. Many of the church members were aware of the dreams. The
response was mixed. Throughout the weekend, many of us discussed this in more
detail. Upon arriving home, I had trouble sleeping that night. The next day I sent this
letter to Ernie and his board:

March 24, 2008
Dear Ernie, Becky, Steve H., and the 4HisPeople board,
Please pray before you read this.

Last night [March 23] at about 2:00 am, I couldn’t sleep. Many thoughts
were going through my head. Bible verses. SOP quotes. Every spiritual
bone in my body tells me that the Holy Spirit was earnestly instructing me.
I sensed His presence strongly. For over an hour I tossed and turned
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thinking about the danger that you are in. I write this as a strong friend, not
as an enemy.

These are some of the thoughts that came to me.

1.

Throughout her ministry, Ellen White was instructed by one she
referred to as “my accompanying angel,” but that angel never
identified himself by any specific name. Angels often instructed
people in Bible times too, but they never gave themselves names,
except one, “Gabriel,” whose name appears only in Daniel 8/9 (in
connection with the 70 week/2300 day prophecy) and Luke 1 (in
connection with the birth of John the Baptist and Jesus Christ).
Because these events were so important, it seems that God felt
“Gabriel” should mention his name. But no other angel sent from God
has ever done this.

Holy angels never flatter men. EGW wrote: “The Holy Spirit flatters
no man” (Signs, Sept. 27, 1899). “We cannot praise and flatter any
man without doing him a great wrong” (5T, 75). “A man that flattereth
his neighbour spreadeth a net for his feet” (Prov. 29:5). It seems to me
that “the Herald’s” comments about Ernie as “the bold one” could
easily be part of a well-thought out “flattery” strategy to gain Ernie’s
confidence to “spread a net for his feet.”

In the ABC dream an angel “keeps smiling all the time while the
machine is smashing and chomping [music] CDs and DVDs.”
Compare this with this. Once EGW saw young people playing bad
music. Then she wrote: “...such songs were poured forth as made the
watching angels weep” (Adventist Home, 514). Thus God’s angels
“weep” over bad music. This is nothing to “smile” about.

In the “If You Love Me” dream, three evil angels were allowed to talk
to Ernie. This is most unusual. In no other heavenly dream that [ am
aware of are evil angels portrayed as talking directly to the receiver of
the dream. This is not God’s method of communication. In EGW’s
dreams, God often exposed Satan, but he never allowed Satan to talk
directly to his servant in a dream.

I have other concerns too, but this is enough for now.

Someone recently told me about Roger Morneau’s book, Beware of
Angels: Deceptions in the Last Days, published by the Review and Herald.
I plan on reading this book soon. From what I now know of it, it is about a
group of very conservative Adventists who started receiving visitations
from “angels” telling them that they had been sent by God to prepare them
for the time of trouble and the return of Jesus Christ. These visitations
continued for a number of years. Everything the “angels” taught seemed
correct and without error, for a long, long time. But then, once the “net was
spread for their feet,” the deceptions began. Here is what one reviewer
wrote:

“This book is a true account of a prayer group that was
deceived by demons. They were true sincere Christians
that were visited by angels that told them they were
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chosen of God, and all sorts of other things that stroked
their ego. They figured that because these beings were
beautiful and said they were from God, that they MUST
be from God. Long story short, the demons little by little
snuck in a little mixed in a world of truth, kind of like
giving a thirsty person a big glass of water with a little
drop of cyanide until the person dies.”

This is exactly what EGW warned about concerning the “visions and
dreams” of Anna Rice Phillips. “Many things in these visions and dreams
seem to be all straight, a repetition of that which has been in the field for
many years; but soon they introduce a jot here, a tittle of error there, just a
little seed which takes root and flourishes, and many are defiled therewith”
(2 SM 86).

The “Beware of Angels” story ends in murder!

I am very concerned that this is exactly what is happening through the
dreams and communications of “the Herald.” Last night, the Holy Spirit
warned me strongly about this. Today I am doing my duty to write this out
for you.

Many are reading the dreams. As EGW warned, much is “all straight.” But
once “the Herald” gains people’s confidence, we don’t know where this
will go. Someone might say, “Yes, that’s why we keep testing everything
by the Bible and SOP, for the Herald himself said to do this.” Well, two
dreams ago the Herald made comments about tithe that were clearly wrong
(see my earlier document sent to Steve H.). He introduced “a jot here, a
tittle of error there.” His words have now alerted many, many people, that
the Herald is a deceiver. Just this past weekend I was at a church retreat
with many of my friends from the Templeton Hills church, where I used to
pastor. Emie had previously spoken to some of the leaders of that church.
Since that time, some had been reading the dreams, watching this develop.
But when the Herald spoke about tithe, that was it. They knew he was
wrong, and this changed everything. It was one of the elders of that church
that mentioned Roger Morneau’s book to me. In the last dream “the
Herald” said, “Many did not understand the things you were shown in the
last dream either.” Well, the problem for the Herald is that some of us do
understand, all too well, exactly what he said, and now we know that he is a
demon, not a true angel of God. We will give no credence to any future
“explanations,” for we are “not ignorant of his devices” (2 Cor. 2:11). Paul
warned about those who “by good words and fair speeches deceive the
hearts of the simple” (Romans 16:18).

Think about it. What if God did speak to me last night? What if this letter is
true? If so, then what is happening is truly frightening, and you are in great
danger. Then those that are reading the dreams, and who trust them, are
also being baited. Once confidence is gained, then Satan has direct access
to many precious souls. And if some of us see through his devices, and
blow the whistle, then he can just give another dream and say that we just
“don’t understand” what he is saying. Satan is smarter than we are. How
can he reach solid Adventists anyway? The answer is obvious — by
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pretending to be one himself, and by teaching the truth, for a long time,
until the net is laid. Then he will spring the trap.

It is highly possible that in another dream “the Herald” might even mention
me. If he does, don 't believe him.

Emie and Becky (and Steve), I hope we can talk again soon. I am praying
for you everyday. What the Herald said about tithe is enough. Now we
know who he is. His words don’t line up with “the law and the testimony.”
In light of all of this, and the great danger involved to so many souls, my
earnest counsel to you is this: Remove the website. Tell Jesus you don’t
want these dreams anymore. Emie, if you get another dream, dont talk to
the Herald at all. Don’t even listen to him. Remember, this is how Eve fell.
She talked to the devil and was deceived. Read 2 Cor. 11:3. Quote Scripture
only, like Jesus did in the wilderness. If the Herald is a demon, you can’t
reason with him. He’s too smart. Don’t take a chance. Read “Beware of
Angels.”

Again, I hope to talk to you soon.
Your brother in Jesus Christ,
Steve Wohlberg

Shortly after this letter was sent I discovered that my friend Ed Reid, the Stewardship
Director of the North American Division, had also written a piece on Ernie’s dreams
called “False Prophet of Tithing” which focused on the same statement of the Herald
that bothered me, and that used the exact same quotes from EGW’s writings that God
led me to. To me, God’s providence was plainly evident.

For information’s sake, here is an email I recently received about the same issue.

Hi Pastor Steve: I have a quick question. I am wondering what your
thoughts are on the dreams that Mr. Ernie Knoll has been having? I had
thought they were perhaps true.... biblically. However he had a dream in
Feb that has me questioning whether God is leading in these dreams. It was
regarding the tithing issue. It stated that if someone is aware that their tithe
money isn't being used correctly....or there is corruption where their money
is going....then you are to put your tithe money elsewhere where God can
use it. That isn't biblical.....and I am very perplexed by this dream.

Not that I need dreams to tell me what is right, but I guess because I know
the bible doesn't say what he said in his dream....and we are to judge people
with their last day dreams....by the Bible....then he can't be legit to me.

What are your thoughts. I would value your opinion in this matter.
Sincerely,

XXXXX
Clackamas, Oregon

All of this shows that Ed Reid, myself, and the person in Oregon were all alerted to
the exact same problem independently of each other. Here’s another email from a
friend:
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The result of this advice [the Herald’s statement about tithe] will be for
those who read these dreams to withhold their tithes, thus crippling the
church. Satan would be well-pleased with this. I have found that Sister
White wrote directly contrary to this. It does not, however, mean that the
things which are talked about in the dream otherwise are soon to take place,
but I cannot read the dreams anymore. I believe that Jesus is coming very
soon, and that I can get clearly from the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy as
revealed in the writings of Sister White.

Xxxx [Loma Linda, CA]

Here is a portion of one more significant email I just received from an SDA pastor:

While it's fresh on my mind. On the last part of your "Herald and Tithe"
doc you ask:

Question: If “the Herald” is a fallen angel disguising himself as one of
God’s angels, and if the long-term purpose of his communications is to
deceive God’s people, then how can we explain the great “good” that have
definitely come through the dreams so far, hearts being renewed, lives
being changed, etc.

Possible answer: The Holy Spirit still works through “truth,” even when it
is quoted by the devil.

Another good statement I found the other day is this one:

"Why," asked a man who had been and still was practicing wickedness,
"are souls converted to the truth through my influence?" I answered, "Christ
is constantly drawing souls to Himself, and flashing His own light in their
path. The seeker after salvation is not permitted to read the character of him
who teaches him. If he himself is sincere, if he draws nigh to God,
believing in Him, confessing his sins, he will be accepted.--Letter 12, 1890.
{Ev 682.2}

In other words; God will use the elements of truth spoken even through
unconverted or unsanctified channels to draw souls to himself. Example: It
was a violent Hollywood horror movie called the 'Omen' that inspired me
10 years later to pick up a bible and begin reading it towards conversion.
Did God inspire the move, not likely. But, he allowed the element of truth
spoken in it to lead me to His word.

Just a thought.
Have a Christ centered day.
XXXXX

This is where everything stands as of today, March 25, 2008. Because Ernie’s dreams
are public, on his website, and because many minds are now seeking information
about these important matters, I have no reason to consider as “private” the
communications included in this letter. These are my thoughts and concerns. May
Jesus lead us all, protect us from Satan’s subtle snares, and prepare us for heaven.

In Him,

Steve Wohlberg
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Steve Wohlberg's Second letter

This appendix contains Steve Wohlberg's first letter.

Comments about the latest dream, “Love and Rebuke,” given to Ernie Knoll
By Steve Wohlberg

April 22, 2008

Please pray before reading this.

On page 1, Erie admits that some readers of his dreams are concerned that “the
Herald” is a deceiver. He also states that some have counseled him to test the Herald
with 1 John 4:3. Ernie wrote:

Knowing that an angel of Satan can only answer that Jesus did not come in
the flesh, if the Herald stated this, it would prove that he is an agent of
Satan and is trying to deceive many. However, if the Herald answered that
Jesus did come in the flesh, then that would mean I am not being deceived.

How do we know for certain that Satan’s angels cannot make such a confession? And
even if the Herald does make a true confession, does this really “prove” that he is of
God and that Ernie has not been deceived? Concerning the “1 John 4:3 Test,” here
are some thoughts to consider:

The test is biblical, but it is not the only test in God’s Word.

2. The context reveals that this test should be used to detect “false
prophets” who have “gone out into the world” (vs. 1). These verses do
not say that such a test should be directly applied to an angel, or that a
fallen angel cannot make this confession.

3. Demons are brilliant deceivers. They know exactly who Jesus is. The
question should be asked: Why can’t demons confess that “Jesus Christ
has come in the flesh” if they so choose? What would stop them from
doing so? Luke reports: “And demons came out of many, crying out and
saying, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of God!”” Luke 4:41. This
confession was correct. Thus demons can correctly confess who Jesus
Christ is, and still be demons.

4. A key message within 1 John is that a simple verbal confession or
profession is not enough. Six times in chapters one and two, John wrote,
“If we say...” (1:6; 1:8; 1:10) and “He who says...” (2:4; 2:6; 2:9),
showing that mere words are not enough. Making his point, John wrote,
“My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and
in truth” (3:18).
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5. Many Adventists today openly “confess that Jesus Christ has come in
the flesh,” even in fallen flesh, but this doesn’t mean they are led of God
in everything they do or teach. Thus it is obvious that a human being can
make the correct confession, but still be a deceiver. Why can’t a demon
do the same thing?

6. Truly confessing Jesus Christ means more than merely speaking words.
“He who would confess Christ must have Christ abiding in him...The
disciples might speak fluently on doctrines, they might repeat the words
of Christ Himself;, but unless they possessed Christlike meekness and
love, they were not confessing Him. A spirit contrary to the spirit of
Christ would deny Him, whatever the profession" (The Desire of Ages,
357). “A mere profession of godliness is worthless” (The Faith I Live
By, 130).

On page 2, the dream begins. At the bottom of page 2, after seeing three angels, and
hearing one of them quote Philippians 2:5-11, Ernie wrote:

I now know I am safe because of what the angel just quoted and that these
are angels of God and not of Satan. These three angels meet the criteria of
testing the spirits. I hold out my right hand and we quickly ascend. We are
traveling extremely fast. Their wings have the appearance of pure light.

To me, Ernie is too quick to trust these “angels.” Cannot Satan quote Scripture too?
Yes. We know this from Matthew 4:6 where, while tempting Jesus, Satan also says,
“It is written...” Thus, when Ernie said, “I now know I am safe because of what the
angel just quoted..” he is not on solid ground. Just because an “angel” quotes
Scripture before us, this is not really proof that he is of God, and that we are “safe.”

On page 3 a scene is presented and three individuals are seen. One holds a sign that
says, “The Herald is of Satan.” Ernie told me in an email that these three represent
me, Ed Reid, and Ethel Price. Concerning “the woman” (Ethel Price), the dream
declares:

The woman stands proudly and proclaims, “I have studied and I know all
there is to be known. I have all the answers and will correct you of your
errors. Listen only to what I say.”

I admit that I don’t know Ethel really well, but we have met, and corresponded some.
But from what I do know of her, this is a very unfair characterization of her life and
convictions. Concerning Ed Reid, the dream states:

The third man, whom I do not recognize, is counting money. I hear him
say, “All money belongs to God and is to be kept in only my storehouse.”

I do know Ed Reid. He is a good friend and one of the godliest men I know. His end-
time books, 3ABN presentations, and many talks at camp meetings have blessed tens
of thousands of people. He is a true man of God seeking to prepare others for the
return of Jesus Christ. Yet the dream acknowledges none of this. Ed is only portrayed
as a money counter who wants to keep the money in “my storehouse.” How unjust!
The dream then prepares for the Herald’s “confession” of 1 John 4:3:
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I stand on the left side by myself. In front of where I stand is a podium and
on it lays a very large Bible with very large letters. The Herald stands in the
middle of the room and faces us. The three angels that escorted me here
quickly go and stand one to the left, one to the right and one directly behind
the Herald. I notice that the Herald stands a little taller than the other three
angels. Several angels in battle gear enter the room and stand on the left and
right side of the room. I then hear a voice descend over us from above that
all at the same time has the sound of a thundering waterfall, a soft gentle
stream and a quiet trickle of water. The voice says, “Ask so as all may see
whom My Herald serves.” The Herald takes one step forward. I look at the
Bible and the pages instantly turn to 1 John 4. I look down and read verses
1, 2 and 3 aloud. I then look back at the Herald. He is not smiling but has a
look of calm, yet his demeanor is one of humbleness.

One would assume that the “voice” heard is the voice of God. It seems quite strange
that God Almighty would so dramatically seek to defend an angel!

On page 4, the Herald says,

He says, “This is a question that if I answer quickly many will not
understand. Many will say it was too vague. Many will say that it was not
made plain enough for them to accept. Please allow me to share in great
detail so all cannot wonder, but acknowledge Whom I serve. This will be so
all can continue on as one in the great work we all have ahead.”

It seems to me that a true angel from God would not make so much out of a mere
verbal “confession.” According to “the Herald,” the purpose of his “confession” to
convince “all” that he speaks the truth, so that we may all unite with him “in the great
work.” But if he is a demon, such a strategy is makes perfect sense.

The balance of page 4, and most of page 5, contains the Herald’s “confession” to
prove his orthodoxy and divine credentials. While most of it sounds good, the careful
reader may discern some problems. He stated,

I watched as it was decided that Jesus would come to Earth as a created
Being.

While it is true that Jesus Christ is acknowledged by the Herald as being our Creator,
it is not true that He came to earth “as a created Being.” The Herald stated this a
number of times. Do a Bible search. Do a SOP search. You will never find such
language applying to the Son of God. Instead, both the Bible and the SOP teach that
the Eternal Son of God took on human form and clothed His divinity with humanity.
Yet all throughout, “God was manifest in the flesh” (1 Timothy 3:16). Even after
taking human form, Jesus was still the great “I AM” (see John 8:58). Significantly,
immediately following Paul’s statement in 1 Timothy 3:16, in the very next verse, he
warned that “seducing spirits” will teach otherwise and lead some to “depart from the
faith” (1 Timothy 4:1). Notice this:

Satan fell because of his ambition to be equal with God. He desired to
enter into the divine counsels and purposes, from which he was
excluded by his own inability, as a created being, to comprehend the
wisdom of the Infinite One. It was this ambitious pride that led to his
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rebellion, and by the same means he seeks to cause the ruin of man
(The Faith I Live By, p. 68).

Thus it is Satan who is “a created being,” and his jealousy of Jesus Christ over this
very issue is part of the reason why he fell! Thus it makes sense that one of his angels
would portray Jesus in this way. But again, it’s not true. Here, the Herald lied.

On page 5, the Herald’s “confession” reaches its climax:

You ask if I will confess that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. With my
testimony and my witness to all that I have seen I do stand before my
Creator, the Father, the Holy Spirit, and all of His created beings
throughout the universe. I do openly and without reservation declare with
my voice, yes, Jesus Christ, Son of the Father, came in the flesh.”

It is obvious that the Herald is trying hard to prove his divine credentials. But think
about it: doesn’t it seem strange that a true angel would present such proof? Have you
ever heard of a heavenly angel trying so hard to defend himself? I haven’t. The whole
thing seems highly suspicious, and very much like what a demon would do to gain
our confidence. Next, the three angels “shoot upwards” like “three beams of pure
light.” While “pure light” is good, Paul also warns that “Satan himself transforms
himself into an angel of light” (2 Cor. 11:14).

On page 6 the Herald says, referring to Christ,

He has placed in my hands a message for all. It is a message of love but it is
also a message of rebuke. I will read what He has sent and it is up to you to
take His rebuke and walk in the light that has been given. If you who are
His are willing to accept the testimony of what I just shared as well as the
messages God has sent to His servant that stands here today, you must
acknowledge these messages are of God.”

Here the Herald declares, “you must acknowledge these messages are of God.” This
is quite forceful. According to this statement, it is not enough for us to acknowledge
the truth that is in the Bible and SOP (salvation through Jesus Christ, the Three
Angel’s Messages, etc), but now we “must acknowledge these messages are of God.”
Thus he points, not just to Biblical truth, but to the dreams themselves. Then the
Herald rebukes Ernie. Let’s analyze his rebuke carefully. The Herald told Ernie:

You were wrong in sharing your response with a few that had questions in
the “Stand Fast” dream regarding tithe. You must understand, you like I am
just a messenger. You were told if they do not understand you were to
ONLY tell them to take their questions to the One who holds the keys to the
Great Storehouse. You were wrong in what you did in sharing your studies.
How can others learn and depend on God if you do the studying for them?
How can they learn to have a close relationship to the Father if you don’t
allow them to pray?

Here the Herald informs Ernie, “You were wrong...in sharing your studies” about
tithe with others. This is a very strange “rebuke” from Jesus. Nowhere in the Bible or
in the SOP are we commanded not to share what we study with others. Paul said,
“study...” (2 Tim. 2:15) Then he said, “teach” (verse 24). Then the Herald rebukes
Ernie for not doing what he was “told” to do. This is all highly significant. Thus the
Herald tells everyone that we “must” acknowledge his messages, and that Ernie
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should do what he is “told.” Here he is becoming quite controlling and is acting
exactly like we would expect a demon to act. Take note:

The enemy does everything in his power to gain control of the minds of
men and women (Sermons and Talks, Vol. 2, p. 196).

With a determination that many do not dream of he [Satan] is seeking to
gain control of their minds and to make the commandments of God of no
effect in their lives.--MS 93, 1909.

Before we leave his rebuke of Ernie, notice this one sentence. The Herald asked
Emie, “How can they learn to have a close relationship to the Father if you don’t
allow them to pray?” Personally, I don’t think this is a fair statement to Ernie, or an
accurate one. In sharing his studies, did Ernie really intend to not allow people to
pray? By sharing personal studies, does this prevent people from praying? I don’t
think so.

After his rebuke of Ernie, on the bottom of page 6, the Herald then begins to rebuke
those who have opposed his “messages™:

The Herald now steps back and walks to the middle of the room. He holds
out the three glass tablets as one tablet and says, “This is a message for all
who will accept and be willing to hear.” The tablet says, “Let he that rides
dismount and prostrate before the Lord of hosts, the Creator of the universe,
He who came to be the created. Bow before your Master and confess your
sins so all will hear of your rebellion. A message was sent to a chosen
messenger and you denied your Lord’s ear and convinced others to turn
away.

Here the Herald declares that those who oppose the dreams should “confess” their
“sins so all will hear of your rebellion”! Here there is absolutely no recognition
whatsoever of the true motivation of many who are opposing the dreams. The Herald
simply states, “sins” and “rebellion.” When I first read this, the Spirit of Truth only
deepened my conviction that the Herald is a deceiver, and not an angel sent from the
One who died for my sins. Let me speak for myself (as I am apparently one of the
“three” people specifically rebuked in this dream), what has motivated me is not
“sins” and “rebellion,” but a sincere desire to follow God’s counsel and to watch out
for demonic deceptions (see Mat. 24:4; 2 Cor. 11:14, etc). The real Jesus Christ
knows both the truth and my heart; yet in this case, the Herald totally missed it. He
“misspoke,” just like Hillary Clinton recently did concerning her landing in Bosnia
under sniper fire. In a previous document to Ernie’s board I shared the following
quote. This is what been driving me to become concerned about these dreams:

All along our pathway to the heavenly Canaan we see many souls that have
made shipwreck of faith, and in their false movements have led others
astray through the supposition that they were led of God in special
revelations. I have had to write many, many pages to correct these errors. |
have been burdened and oppressed night after night, unable to sleep
because of the agony of my soul for God's heritage, His people, who are in
danger of being misled. Many things in these visions and dreams seem to
be all straight, a repetition of that which has been in the field for many
years; but soon they introduce a jot here, a tittle of error there, just a little
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seed which takes root and flourishes, and many are defiled therewith (2 SM
86).

The greatest care should be exercised concerning those
who claim to receive revelations from God (2 SM 91).

None of this is acknowledged by the Herald. He just says, “sins” and “rebellion.”
Dear reader, God knows the truth, and in his “rebuke” the Herald is not speaking it.
Finally, at the conclusions of the dream, the Herald ends his “rebuke” with these
words,

Kneel, confess your sins lest the streams and rivers dry up and the horse
that drinks die, lest you walk the face of the earth and every ear turn away
from you as the words you speak fall like rocks from your mouth. Repent
lest the Lord God spew you out of His mouth as boiling seawater. Let he
that holds the keys to the vault repent for the evil you have done and spoken
against Me and My servant. Let him prostrate himself before the Master
Key Maker and ask for forgiveness and walk no more in the ways of your
errors. Let him confess before all of misconstruing what he knows is truth
as he has been shown. Confess before all lest the keys be knocked from
your hand and placed in the hands of another. Let this person humble them
self before the Lord of truth for speaking errors. Let this person
acknowledge a proud boasting walk and ask for humbleness. Let this
person admit their faults of using a tongue that speaks against truth lest that
tongue be cut off and you walk the earth dumb. Let all who have spoken
evil against the message and messenger I have sent prostrate themselves
before the throne of God. Ask for forgiveness in the name of His Son. Let
them admit fault and take up their cross and follow the path of Jesus. Let
them do this before the book is closed and the name is not written in the
book.”

What a threat! Here the Herald says that if those who oppose these dreams don’t
“repent” their tongues will be “cut off” and they will be spewed out of God’s mouth
“as boiling seawater!” After reading this, a number of Bible texts came to my mind.
First, I thought about Jesus Christ’s warning about “ravenous wolves” who come “in
sheep’s clothing” (Matthew 7:15). Many times in these dreams, the Herald smiles
and his dimples show. Yet in the above “rebuke,” the wolf speaks and snarls. As for
me, the only conviction the Herald’s wild rebuke brings is a deeper conviction that he
is a demon. This text also brought great comfort to my mind:

In the Lord I put my trust;

How can you say to my soul,

“Flee as a bird to your mountain”?

For look! The wicked bend their bow,

They make ready their arrow on the string,

That they may shoot secretly at the upright in heart
(Ps. 11:1,2)
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On page 7, Ernie then wrote, “This is where my dream ends.” And this is where my
comments end. I urge everyone who reads this, including Ernie, Becky, and their
board, to pray earnestly for spiritual discernment and for the fulfillment in each of our
lives of this Bible text:

And the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ be with you. Amen (Romans 16:20).
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Eugene Prewitt's Reasons for Rejecting
the Dreams

This appendix contains Eugene Prewitt's document pointing out the reasons
why he cannot accept Ernie Knoll's dreams.

Regarding Dreams and Ernie Knoll
By Eugene Prewitt
April 4-14, 2008

SECTION ONE: INTRODUCING THE DREAMS

I first read a dream of Ernie Knoll many months ago. A large church with a variety of
worship styles figured prominently in the dream. It was the Seventh-day Adventist
Church in figure. Irreverence, fashion, anxiety over baptismal rates, and worldly
music characterized a number of church sanctuaries within the large structure.

My values and ideas about the future were well expressed in the overall presentation.
A shaking is coming that will remove unfaithful persons, restore reverential worship,
and will lead to an influx of earnest Christians.

I didn’t know that the dreamer thought his dream was inspired.

Perhaps you have read the dreams of Ernie Knoll. It seems that two or three persons
each week ask me what I think of his dreams. Now I am committing my response to
those frequent questions to print.

One encouraging aspect of this business is that anyone who reads this document
carefully will come away with a wealth of truth from the pen of Ellen White that will
certainly be helpful in life — even if Ernie had never had a dream that needed to be
evaluated.

Testing the Dreams

My first thought is that we are not ready for this kind of test. We are not spiritually
mature. We, as a whole, are “yet carnal.” And spiritual things are spiritually
discerned.

But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for
they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they
are spiritually discerned. . . .[And] ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is
among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk
asmen? 1Co 2:14, 3:3

Every one of us will be sorely tempted; our faith will be tried to the
uttermost. We must have a living connection with God; we must be
partakers of the divine nature; then we shall not be deceived by the
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devices of the enemy, and shall escape the corruption that is in the world
through lust. {2SM 50.1}'

My second thought is that we are remarkably ignorant of thoroughly-revealed truths.
We are sadly deficient in our obedience to “beware of false prophets.” We seem
oblivious to the idea that sheep’s clothing recommends no man as a safe guide to the
flock.

A third point: We have an entire book section of the Testimonies devoted to helping
us in evaluating revelations and dreams. The section is neither obscure nor difficult to
locate. You may find it in chapters 4 through 11 of Selected Messages, volume 2.

Point four: The idea that Satan would not do or teach something useful to God’s
cause is, well, not well thought out. What do I mean? I mean that if the devil were to
make a stab at introducing a new prophet, it would be a great idea to have that
prophet bring many people into the church, promote canvassing, translate the book
Evangelism into a new tribal dialect, etc.. A believable false prophet is quite a trophy
and may be worth a little loss in some other fields. We should not be so easy to trick.

A fifth point and then we will go to the dreams themselves: This kind of dream-
related scenario is going to come up again. There will be true manifestations of God-
given dreams in the last days. And we have been hyper-warned that there will be an
increase in the manifestations of false dreams. When one considers how many
persons claimed to be led by God through dreams in Ellen White’s day, the idea of
“Increase” is significant.

In fact, you might want to skip to Section Three before reading Section
Two. There you will find a great deal more about prophets in general.
And there you will find that the most prominent false prophets of 20th
century Adventism were able to write and testify for quite some time
making neither a single glaring inconsistency with themselves nor with
the Testimonies.

It is for this reason that you will find Ellen White urging great caution
to those entertaining hopeful thoughts regarding new persons claiming to
have dreams from heaven.

SECTION TWO: THE DREAMS
Meaningful Elements in Symbolic Dreams
The following is a quotation from one of Ernie’s dreams.

I notice on the far mountain ridge what looks like a black panther of
some type. Myself and one of the men watch as this creature leaps
through the air, landing just above the opening of the cave. I now notice it
is an awful looking creature. Its skin looks dry and black. It looks down at
me and hisses. Its teeth are long and it is drooling. It says, “I hate you! I
am going to kill you!”

Let me place next to this the most similar type of writing I can find by an inspired
author.

! Throughout this document Ellen White’s quotations have standard references. To avoid
confusion, Ernie’s dreams (the entirety of which, by April 4, 2008, were only three times
the length of this document) have no references to them.



388 THE TRUTH, THE WHOLE TRUTH, AND NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH

Da 7:7 After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast,
dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth:
it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of
it: and it was diverse from all the beasts that were before it; and it had ten
horns.

Here are a few differences that I notice between the two passages. In the second,
Daniel 7:7, the beast represents a nation. This is explained a little later in that chapter.
The strength of the beast represents the comparative strength of Rome to Greece and
Persia. The iron in the teeth is a reference to the metal that enabled that nation to
engulf other nations. The residue stamped represents the remnant — shown to be
overcome by the same beast in Revelation 13. The word “diverse” is a reference to a
change from the continual pattern of nations to the papacy (we find that it is the “little
horn” later in the chapter that makes this beast “diverse.”) The ten horns represent
‘ten kings’ as we are told later in the chapter. In short, every element is significant.
Every element is explained by scripture.

But I wonder about the mountain ridge (in the Sierras, we read earlier in the dream),
the “one” person with “myself”, the leap, the “above” the “opening”, the dry skin, the
hissing, the teeth, the drool. These elements are not explained in Ernie’s dreams. Nor
are they explained in scripture. Nor in the Testimonies. How do we know what they
mean?

My dreams are often filled with fascinating elements. I don’t tend to have scary
dreams, but if I did this dream would be similar in character to something that might
come to me if I had gone to sleep thinking on religious themes.

Ec 5:3 For a dream cometh through the multitude of business;

The contrast between Daniel 7:7 and Emie’s dream is not conclusive evidence
against his inspiration. But it is a significant contrast to be kept in mind.

Evidence from Providence

There are several times on the website when the word “providence” appears. These
are cases, stories, of God’s guidance of Ernie or others. The “testimonies” section and
the story of Ernie’s personal healing from colitis are both interesting.

Do these indications of providence point to Ernie as an inspired individual? I am
afraid that the fact that they are advertized on the website makes these providences
point in the very opposite direction.

Let none cherish the idea that special providences or miraculous
manifestations are to be the proof of the genuineness of their work or of
the ideas they advocate. If we keep these things before the people, they
will produce an evil effect, an unhealthful emotion. The genuine working
of the Holy Spirit on human hearts is promised, to give efficiency through
the Word. Christ has declared the Word to be spirit and life. "The earth
shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of Jehovah, as the waters
cover the sea" (Habakkuk 2:14, AR.V.). {2SM 48.1}

Inerrancy in Ernie’s Actions regarding the Dreams
y 4 g



APPENDIX | 389

I might be able to reason like this: “Maybe Ernie shouldn’t be advertising these
providences as evidence in favor of the dreams. But this was his idea, not an idea
from the dreams, so it really isn’t evidence one way or the other.”

But that would be faulty on one major account: Ernie claims inspiration, not only for
the dreams, but even for the way the website is designed. Quoting from one of the
dreams:

What Becky and I are doing with the ministry is exactly as He has
planned. There is no error in anything we have done. These are messages
that He has sent to His people. He is the author and inspiration of not only
the dreams, but also the correspondence and the website. The 4 His
People Ministry is very important.

This phrase, “no error in anything we have done” seems contrary to the spirit and
tone of all that is written in the writings of apostles and prophets.

Spirit-Guided Bible Study versus Spiritual Impressions

Now consider one of the most significant troubles I find in the dreams. Ernie and his
believers are led to expect guidance and answers from the Holy Spirit and from
angels and from dreams. And where they might be directed to do earnest Bible study
or searching of the Testimonies, they are rather directed to seek direction from a more
direct communication from heaven. This is sometimes subtle, yet pervasive
throughout.

Here is the crux of the matter: Satan fears the effect of earnest Bible study. He has
always been gratified if he could lead men to seek for impressions of the “Holy
Spirit.” Ellen White never cooperated with this hellish aim. Her warnings are filled
with calls to earnest Spirit-powered Bible searching.

False messengers of the past have led the people, as we might expect, to seek for
spiritual feelings, for the guidance of the “Holy Spirit.” They confound the feelings
for the Spirit.

The people want a sign, as in the days of Christ. Then the Lord told
them that no sign should be given them. The sign that should be manifest
now and always is the working of the Holy Spirit upon the mind of the
teacher, to make the Word as impressive as possible. The Word of God is
not a dead, dry theory, but spirit and life. Satan would like nothing better
than to call minds away from the Word, to look for and expect something
outside of the Word to make them feel. They should not have their
attention called to dreams and visions. If they would have eternal life,
they must eat the flesh and drink the blood of the Son of God.--Letter 68,
1894. {2SM 95.3}

Those who search the Scriptures will find explicit instruction as to
what God requires of them on points of practical religious life. You are
making a mistake in calling the attention of the flock of God from the
Word, the unerring word of prophecy. Take heed what you hear, and be
cautious what you receive. {2SM 88.1}

Now contrast this idea, that the Spirit is given to make the Word impressive, with the
idea held by some persons that had dreams in Luther’s day:
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Luther had presented to the people the word of God as the rule by
which their character and faith should be tested. These men substituted
for that unerring guide the changeable and uncertain standard of their
own feelings and impressions.

"What is the use," asked they, "of such close application to the
Scriptures? Nothing is heard of but the Bible. Can the Bible preach to us?
Can it suffice for our instruction? If God had intended to instruct us by a
book, would he not have sent us a Bible direct from Heaven? It is by the
Spirit only that we can be enlightened. God himself speaks to us, and
shows us what to do and what to say." Thus did these men seek to
overthrow the fundamental principle on which the Reformation was
based,--the word of God as an all-sufficient standard of faith and practice.
By this act of setting aside the great detector of error and falsehood, the
way was opened for Satan to control minds as best pleased himself. {ST,
October 18, 1883}

Contrast how the “Herald” responds to Ernie’s limited Biblical knowledge with the
statement by Ellen White that follows it:

Ernie:

As for me not having a broad understanding of the Bible and Spirit of
Prophecy, the Herald says that I have a broader understanding than I
might know . . . . The angel says that the Great Teacher has many ways of
teaching other than what one can read in what He has written.

White:

There is constant danger of allowing something to come into our midst
that we may regard as the workings of the Holy Spirit, but that in reality
is the fruit of a spirit of fanaticism. So long as we allow the enemy of
truth to lead us into a wrong way, we cannot hope to reach the honest in
heart with the third angel's message. We are to be sanctified through
obedience to the truth. I am afraid of anything that would have a tendency
to turn the mind away from the solid evidences of the truth as revealed in
God's Word. I am afraid of it; I am afraid of it. We must bring our minds
within the bounds of reason, lest the enemy so come in as to set
everything in a disorderly way. {2SM 43.2}

Of course, what the “angel” says is true. God has many means of teaching. But that is
not a truth intended to comfort persons who are neglecting to become giants in their
knowledge of scripture. Even honored prophets are expected to study diligently
(Daniel 9:1-5). Even Jesus was a diligent student of the scriptures.

When Ernie made reference to his lack of breadth in knowledge he could have been
directed by the angel in the same way that Godly men have always been directed. The
“many ways” is not the way they have been directed to supplement their lack of
Biblical breadth.

Many of our ministers can present to the people only a few doctrinal
discourses. The same exertion and application which made them familiar
with these points, will enable them to gain an understanding of others.
The prophecies and other doctrinal subjects should be thoroughly
understood by them all. But some who have been engaged in preaching
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for years, are content to confine themselves to a few subjects, being too
indolent to search the Scriptures diligently and prayerfully, that they may
become giants in the understanding of Bible doctrines and the practical
lessons of Christ. {GW92 169.1}

This key point — that men ought to seek direction and answers through scripture
rather than through angels and impressions and dreams — seems to be most vital.

The Spirit was not given--nor can it ever be bestowed--to supersede the
Bible; for the Scriptures explicitly state that the word of God is the
standard by which all teaching and experience must be tested. Says the
apostle John, "Believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are
of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world." 1 John
4:1. And Isaiah declares, "To the law and to the testimony: if they speak
not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them." Isaiah
8:20. {GC vii.3}

Now consider the source of authority suggested to Ernie in some of the statements
from his dreams. How can Ernie know if something he does is wrong? No need to
compare himself with scripture. He will be fold.

The angel states that Jesus and the Father are very well pleased with
how we share the dreams. If there is something wrong He will tell me

How does Ernie know he is on the right road when others are going the opposite
direction? Not because of scripture study, but because of the encouragement of the
angels.

I ask those in the car I am in about those in the other cars, “Why is
everyone not seeing these angels? Why are they saying we are going the
wrong way when the angels are pointing for us to keep going the way we
are going?”

Satan, the one of “great disguise” is “placing traps for all.” But how may we escape
his snares? The angel says “by having a discerning eye and ear” and by placing one’s
heart in God’s hand. That is how we “will know” regarding divisive questions such as
feast-day keeping.

The angel continues by stating that the one of great disguise is placing traps for all,
but the discerning eye and ear of those who have placed their heart in the hand of God
will know when the evil one has them worshipping pagan and old laws—things that
were done away with when Jesus was nailed to the cross and died.

One named Jesus in his dreams responds to Ernie’s many questions. Where does this
Jesus suggest Ernie seek answers? Not through diligent study, but by the Spirit’s
guidance.

"I know you have many questions. Did I not send the Holy Spirit to
guide and be with you?"

Some cities will be destroyed in the coming judgments. Some won’t be. Ernie knows,
he believes, which ones will be destroyed but is not permitted to tell us. How does the
Herald indicate that Adventists may be safe? If he had directed us to study we might
learn that we are to move out of the large cities into smaller towns and country
settings. But the angels that talk to Ernie are emphatic that we should learn how to be
guided by the spirit. And I am very suspicious.
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There are many towns and cities that are not destroyed. I ask the
Herald if [ may tell which cities. He answers, "No, that is not permitted."
He explains that each must learn the guidance of the Holy Spirit
concerning where God would have them live.

What if someone confronts Ernie regarding his revelations regarding tithe? (I will
address the tithe issue later). How should Emie direct them to resolve the apparent
discrepancy between his vision and Ellen White’s counsel? Careful study is not
suggested. They are to pray and ask “for God’s guidance concerning whom and what
they support.”

Someone is probably thinking, “But we do need to pray, do need to ask, do need to
rely on God’s guidance, do need the Holy Spirit. How can the dreams be faulted in
this way?”’

Where we should pay our tithe, where we should make our homes, the answers to just
such questions as Ernie poses regarding feast-keeping, whether we are doing well to
share our dreams — these are all questions with plainly revealed answers for those
who will search diligently.

These are not the kind of questions where impressions should be sought for a
solution. As a colporteur leader I pray for wisdom from the Spirit to know which
students to place on which streets. I want to be Spirit-guided. But for wisdom to know
how to conduct the canvassing programs I am directed by earnest study of God’s
counsels.

When we pray well for guidance on doctrinal and practical issues on which He may
have communicated His will through the Testimonies, we are praying that God will
help us understand His revelations. We are asking that He will guide us to the
relevant counsels and truths. We are asking for help in finding Bible teachings that
would help us test the spirits who are suggesting thoughts to our minds.

It is when we lose the sense of God speaking to us in Scripture that we long for Him
to speak to us some other way. Ellen White writes:

Let those who are inclined to [seek guidance from men] read and
receive the Bible as the word of God to them. The Bible is the voice of
God to his people. As we study the living oracles, we are to remember
that God is speaking to his people out of his Word. We are to make this
Word the man of our counsel. "Search the Scriptures," Christ said; "for in
them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me."
If we realized the importance of searching the Scriptures, how much
more diligently we would study them! With awe we would take up the
inspired Word, and with earnest desire search its pages, beginning a new
life of genuine experience in the things of God. The Scriptures would be
read and studied as the sure evidence of God's will concerning us. {RH,
March 22, 1906 par. 2}

Interestingly, Ellen White shared something similar to what the Herald said. Namely,
Satan is seeking to trip us up. First, “God has messengers and messages for his
people.” (The ones she refers to below are Jones and Waggoner.) But notice how she
suggest that listeners should relate to God’s messages through God’s messengers
when they differ doctrinally from “our former doctrine.”
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God has messengers and messages for his people. If ideas are
presented that differ in some points from our former doctrines, we must
not condemn them without diligent search of the Bible to see if they are
true. We must fast and pray and search the Scriptures as did the noble
Bereans, to see if these things are so. We must accept every ray of light
that comes to us. Through earnest prayer and diligent study of God's
word, dark things will be made plain to the understanding. {ST, May 26,
1890 par. 12}

Some fanatics in the past have repudiated the need for scriptural study. Ernie has not
done this. But a more subtle error is not a safer one. Notice the effect of the former
fanaticism and beware of any milder version that points in the same general direction.

[Some] are governed by impressions which they regard as the voice of
God in the soul. But the spirit that controls them is not the Spirit of God.
This following of impressions, to the neglect of the Scriptures, can lead
only to confusion, to deception and ruin. It serves only to further the
designs of the evil one. Since the ministry of the Holy Spirit is of vital
importance to the church of Christ, it is one of the devices of Satan,
through the errors of extremists and fanatics, to cast contempt upon the
work of the Spirit and cause the people of God to neglect this source of
strength which our Lord Himself has provided. {GC vii.4}

During [Adventism’s early] trying days some of our most precious
believers were led into fanaticism. I said further that before the end we
would see strange manifestations by those who professed to be led by the
Holy Spirit. There are those who will treat as something of great
importance these peculiar manifestations, which are not of God, but
which are calculated to divert the minds of many away from the teachings
of the Word. {2SM 41.2}

But though this issue regarding scripture is a key and central issue, it is not the last
one we will notice.

Taking Time to Study and to Evaluate the Messages

I have hesitated to say plainly that Ernie is a false prophet. That is because I
remember that Ellen White counseled us to take our time in evaluating persons
claiming inspiration. We are to give them time to develop their fruits. We must not be
urged into accepting or rejecting their messages. False prophets may initially appear
true. True prophets may appear false because of my misunderstanding of scripture. I
must take time.

A. T. Jones thought he took enough time to evaluate Anna. Apparently he did not.

I am more sorry than I can express to you that the matter has been
handled unwisely. We shall have scores of just such developments, and if
our leading brethren shall catch up things of this character and endorse
them as they have done in this case, we shall have one of the most
sweeping tidal waves of fanaticism that has been seen in our experience. .
.. In such cases as these, it is essential that we let our moderation be seen.
The Lord is at hand. We cannot afford to work in such a way as those
have done who have given the productions of Anna Phillips to our
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churches without clear and certain evidence that God is speaking to His
people through her. For our ministers to rush a thing before the people as
bearing the divine credentials, unless they know for a surety that it is of
God, will do a work that God has told them not to do. Many things
intended to deceive will come, bearing some of the marks of truth. Just as
soon as these shall be set forth as the great power of God, Satan is all
ready to weave in that which he has prepared to lead souls from the truth
for this time.... {2SM 92.2}

This cautionary counsel to Jones is one reason why I was so interested in the dream
Ernie had regarding Noah.

A friend of mine raised some valid questions regarding the “what if” ending of the
dream.” But my friend noted that Jesus had promised Eve that of her seed he would
raise a Deliverer. Enoch was already in heaven. Would God’s promise to Eve fail?

But my question regarding the Noah dream is of an entirely different nature. Satan, it
is obvious, would be at a disadvantage if those he was deluding were to be evaluated
over a significant volume of time. He would have a motive to encourage people to
accept the dreams, the messages, uncritically, quickly.

How are we to judge messages? By comparing them with scripture. Then it would
serve the Devil just well to draw an illustration from the days prior to earth’s first
written revelation, and use that time as an illustration of how we should accept God’s
messengers quickly. And those commissioned by God to guard the church from
pretensions like those of Anna Phillips, the “leading men” of the testimony above,
Satan would like to discredit for their healthy skepticism.

This is just the picture that is painted by the Noah dream.

The man explains that God told him to build an ark. He said he was
given the dimensions as well as specific instructions on how to build it.
The men turn to each other and discuss the matter. Then one of them
says, “No, Noah, we need to think, pray, and evaluate this discussion you
say you had with God. We need to wait and see. We should not rush into
these things. We must make sure that was not Satan talking to you.”

I watch as Noah comes in over and over and over again. He goes
before the men to say that God repeatedly told him that it is imperative
that he build an ark. The “Great Educators” are insistent that a message
like this should not be rushed into but that sometimes it takes many years
to understand. They state that one has to contemplate through thorough
prayer as to the validity of these talks he says he has with God. They
continue to question if that was Satan talking to him.

This sounds much like sophistry. It sounds like the same innuendo found in the vision
of the ascending birds. There one bird in 800 make it. Escaping the valley is an
illustration of salvation in the bird dream. I am not confident that the ratio, 1 in 800, is
a poor one. But there the one bird that makes it is the one that flies straight up. What
about the birds that pause to do diligent study? They are pictured also. It is not clear

2 For those unfamiliar, Ernie was shown that if Noah had heeded the cautionary elders of
his day that every human in the world would have been destroyed in the flood and that
God would have started over by recreating man from the mud at the bottom of the flood,
as it must have been on the “46th day.”
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what “ancient” writings they are studying. But one thing is clear. The careful students
don’t make it.

I watch as others stop to discuss the ancient books of the best ways to
fly. They get out charts to plot and study the wind currents and try to
figure out what is the best way to ascend.

The Sacred and the Common

Another warning Ellen White gave about false messengers is that they might mingle
the solemn and the silly, the holy and the common. God has always worked to keep
these distinct. Satan has always sought to confound them.

Anna Garmire was thus injured. Her father and mother made her
believe that her childish dreams were revelations from God. Her father
talked to the child as one chosen of God; all her fancies and dreams were
written down as Anna's visions. She had figures and symbols presented to
her, and had reproofs for her mother and for her father. After a scathing
reproof, there followed the most flattering representations of the
wonderful things the Lord would do for them. These things I was pointed
to as spurious, a deception. They descended to the most minute and
trifling matters, commingled common, cheap things with important
subjects. {2SM 89.1}

Their visions were Satan's work. The things revealed were often
common, earthly matters, such as, who should get breakfast the next
morning, who should prepare the dinner, who should wash the dishes.
Mingled with these frivolous things were sacred truths, which they had
found in the Bible and testimonies. Satan's hand was in all this, to disgust
people, and cause them to spurn everything in the nature of visions. Thus
the false and the true would be rejected together. And even those who
were engaged in the deception, when they should become weary of it,
would be inclined to doubt all visions. {2SM 77.2}

This mingling of the common and sacred, of the “sublime and the ridiculous” (2SM
89), caught my attention several times while reading the dreams of Mr. Knoll.

As a minor example, he repeatedly mentions the “dimples” of the “Herald.”

But when I read his sublime illustration of how God will prepare persons for the end
(it is illustrated by the process of baking bread), I was surprised to read the Herald
speaking regarding a symbolic bakery baking symbolic bread:

He looks at me, smiles, and replies, "It smells good in here,
doesn’t it?"
Humor forms no part of angelic communications to men. Much less would an angel
distract a man from a solemn spiritual lesson by a reference to a trivial passing aroma.

Ermie seems to appreciate the light side of things himself. After hearing a dream that
used a “clear” clipboard as a symbol, one of Ernie’s friends made a humorous quip.
Ernie quoted it.

(Brother J, from the Go Forth dream, noticed this represents the “clear
testimony” no matter how you look at it.)
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You may search in vain for this kind of lightness regarding revealed truths on the part
of truly inspired persons. But it shows up even in the angelic demeanor in Ernie’s
dreams.

Not long ago there was a lady named Soo that had dreams that were widely regarded
as from heaven. One of the interesting features of her dreams was that angels waved
at her and she at them. This was a warning sign to me. Angels, holy ones, have
always acted with the greatest solemnity and dignity when communicating openly
with men. But angels in Ernie’s dreams have the same buddy-buddy flair as they did
in So0’s.

Inspiration

Another point that strikes me with force relates to one of the most crucial issues in
our church today. The question is the nature of inspiration. One of Ernie’s dreams
shows Jesus inspiring Ellen White by kneeling “on one knee” next to her.

I see Ellen White sitting in a chair with a pen in her hand. It is early in
the morning and all is quiet. She is surrounded by many, many, many
angels. Jesus kneels on one knee next to her and is instructing her what to
write.

Whether Jesus literally comes to earth (rather than being here by His Holy Spirit,
while abiding physically in the heavenly sanctuary), is a question the careful student
would want to consider. But this is not the ground of my solemn concern.

It is, rather, the statement he makes about the wonderful little book Creeping
Compromise.

I see Jesus kneeling on one knee next to him. He is telling him what to
write. The angel says, "He is writing Creeping Compromise. This is what
‘those which are they’ should be. This instruction is needed to perfect the
character of those striving to be one of the 144,000. . . . [Crews’] book,
inspired by Jesus, is a foundation of what to do."

What caught my attention immediately was the diluting of the significance of the
Testimonies by claiming for Joe Crews the same quality of inspiration granted to
Ellen White. Does the reader realize that this was the argument used by many in the

South Pacific who claimed to believe in Ellen White’s “inspiration.” They understood
her to be “inspired” in the same sense that a consecrated preacher is “inspired.”

If Joe Crews had been a prophet, even for a short enough time to write Creeping
Compromise, he would have written more as a prophet than three fourth’s of the
prophets that wrote the Bible.

But who is authorized to claim inspiration for a book written decades ago by an
author that never claimed anything of the sort? Is the sequel, Reaping the Whirlwind,
also inspired? Which other books? No need to worry over these questions. God has
spoken plainly about how he communicates to those chosen to be his inspired
persons.

Nu 12:6 And he said, Hear now my words: If there be a prophet among
you, I the LORD will make myself known unto him in a vision, and will
speak unto him in a dream.
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This shows that no one becomes a prophet unawares. Prophets speak for God on His
authority. They do not have the same kind of inspiration as animates consecrated
authors and musicians.

Talking to Evil Spirits

Other writers have called attention to a glaring issue in Ernie’s dreams. In one of
them he encounters three evil angels. They appear to him in his dream. (How did they
get there?). He talks with them. It is no symbolic talk. For a time Ernie supposes they
are good angels. Then he becomes suspicious and challenges them to say his “new
heavenly name” which he supposes no evil angel could know. They fail to pronounce
it and Ernie calls for heavenly assistance against them.

These evil angels don’t make eye contact with Ernie. And they plainly state that what
they say should be accepted over the authority of — Ernie’s dreams. And they add that
“the enemy wants all to love and worship God in their own way!” (I doubt that evil
angels would be that clumsy in their words on accident. In fact, the talk of the evil
angels in this dream is so very clumsy as to be similar to the productions of a 7th
grade trickster. This seems even a bit too low for a reverse-psychology scenario and
makes me wonder if Satan is quite limited in his ability to control the details of
dreams. Then again, perhaps he has learned well that 7th-grade level reverse
psychology works just fine with the average reader!)

Now think these things through for a minute. Since when is Satan unable to make
eye-contact with someone he is tricking? And since when should we identify evil
angels by their ability to say our new name? And how do evil angels get into a God-
inspired dream? And is all heaven watching the dream at the same time? The Herald
says:

The Herald looks at me and smiles so that his dimples show. I look into
his eyes and see such love and patience! He calls me by my heavenly
name (the name I wanted to hear, but can only remember during a
dream). He says, "All of heaven was watching and waiting until you cried
out for help.”

The fact is that we should never never never talk to evil spirits. It is the most
dangerous thing we could do. They are incredibly skilled at overmastering our minds.
That God would permit Ernie, in a dream, to talk to them; that God would model how
to identify false angels in such a way as to make it easy for Satan to take advantage3,
is unthinkable.

Literal and Symbolic

Emie sees a number of future events that can’t be too far off from correct in the way
he presents them. But interlaced through a narrative of a decent guess of what the
future may hold you may find phrases and images borrowed from the Spirit of
Prophecy and from the Bible.

3 Step A — appear to man as holy angel and tell him his heavenly name. Step B — appear
to man as bad angel and be frustrated to not be able to know the heavenly name. Step C
— appear as holy angel, use heavenly name as alternate source of authentication, and
proceed to teach whatever you want. A very simple trick.
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That is great, in general. But some of those images are used in a way that confounds
the literal and the symbolic.

I am thinking of the pictures of mass execution by an engineered mass guillotine. As
each person dies, surrendering all, the Herald bids Ernie “watch closely.”

I watch as each assigned guardian angel has placed in his left arm a
white robe to hold for the individual that just surrendered all. The robe is
pure white with a large red border at the bottom. {9} In their right hand is
placed a pure silver tablet with a pure gold border and a red ribbon
wrapped around it. The tablet reads Revelation 2:10.

Martyrs will get literal white robes with red hems. This is true. They get these,
however, at the resurrection.

Martyrs also get symbolic white robes — no red hems. This is pictured in Revelation
5. This happens when their name comes up in the judgment. Some face the judgment
in heaven before they die. Some face it after they die. But no one faces it at the
moment of death. So this picture is a disturbing mixing of metaphors — it is either a
spiritualizing of a literal robe, or the literalizing of a symbolic one. And either way, it
is confusing the timing.

Such confusion prevents people from understanding Revelation 5 and Revelation 3:5
correctly by leading them to associate the white robes in those passages with the
memorable robes Ellen White saw on individuals in heaven.

And such confusion over elements in scripture appears also in the Herald’s statements
relating to Jesus’ beautiful statements on faith.

One of these statements is that faith should have the same characteristics of a mustard
seed. Mustard seed grows from the smallest of herb seeds into a tree-like bush. Jesus
taught, by this illustration, that great faith is cultivated and grows like a plant.

So a statement by the Jesus in Ernie’s dream is odd. It seems to refer to the teachings
of Jesus about great faith and mustard seeds and mountains — but it mixes the
metaphors in a way that removes the force from what Jesus was teaching in scripture.
Great faith becomes measured by an ability to perform odd miracles. This is the way
Satan has always wanted the Bible passages to be understood and it makes me quite
suspicious.

Placing both hands into the pitcher again, Jesus turns to Anonymous
and places His hands on this person’s head. He then says, “Great is the
faith of one who commands that a mustard seed will become a
mountain.”

Tithe

Ernie’s most violent opposition has come over the statements he has made regarding
tithe. The contrast between Ernie’s Herald and the Testimony of Jesus is notable. As
you read both, ask yourself the following: What if I know that part of my tithe is
being used to support unworthy ministers that are employed by my conference? What
should I do?

The Herald turns to me and says, "It is important that His people
understand while it is important that we are to return a tithe to God’s
storehouse, it is equally important that they understand what the funds are
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being used for. If an individual is providing funds and they understand
that the funds are not being used according to His will, that person will be
held accountable. The Great Creator has said to pay a tribute to those who
do His bidding. The Herald explains that many tributes are used toward
Lucifer’s work of using spiritualism from within God’s church by those
who collect and place the funds in a storehouse. The Herald says, "That is
not God’s storehouse. Those that give a tribute will be able to see the
blessing they give in faith when it is placed in God’s storehouse."

... He says, "Let us leave here, as many will not understand what you
have been shown. Anyone who does not understand, you are to only tell
them that each has to pray and ask for God’s guidance concerning whom
and what they support. They are to understand that they will be held
accountable for what and whom they support. Again, I am to tell you to
tell them that they are to support and pay a tribute to those who do His
bidding." I tell the Herald that this is a very controversial subject, and that
there is much confusion as to God’s storehouse. He calls me by my
heavenly name and says, "They are to understand that you, like I, are a
messenger. | was instructed to share exactly what I have. You are to share
exactly what I have shared with you. Those who have questions are to
take it to the One who holds the keys to the Great Storehouse."

Frankly, this statement is emphatic. It refers to God as holding “keys” to a “Great
Storehouse.” It refers to tithes as a “tribute.” This is very odd. The tithe belongs to
God. It is not a tax. It is not a thank offering. It is not a confession that we have been
conquered. In short, how is it a “tribute?”

But that is a small issue compared to the questions I suggested you ask yourself.
These Ellen White answers plainly.

The tithe is sacred, reserved by God for Himself. It is to be brought
into His treasury to be used to sustain the gospel laborers in their work.
For a long time the Lord has been robbed because there are those who do
not realize that the tithe is God's reserved portion. {CS 93.2}

Some have been dissatisfied, and have said, "I will not longer pay my
tithe; for I have no confidence in the way things are managed at the heart
of the work." But will you rob God because you think the management of
the work is not right? Make your complaint, plainly and openly, in the
right spirit, to the proper ones. Send in your petitions for things to be
adjusted and set in order; but do not withdraw from the work of God, and
prove unfaithful, because others are not doing right.--9T 249. {CS 93.3}

Summary of Section Two

There is more than enough in Ernie’s writings to conclude that he is not someone to
become enthusiastic about. The angels he speaks to seem oblivious to the fact that we
will be tested over impressions-vs-scripture. Evil angels have access to his dreams.
He contradicts Ellen White on the issue of tithe. He mixes Biblical metaphors in a
way that makes odd miracles look like the evidence of virtuous faith. He pipes in on
the ongoing issue of inspiration — and muddies the water. He introduces lightness and
trivial observations into solemn messages. His dreams urge uncritical acceptance and
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belittle studied evaluation. His symbolic panther story is full of non- explained
symbols.

But suppose I just misunderstand all these things — every one of them. You should
know the contents of the next section. It warns that false prophets certainly will come,
certainly will advocate something. Handled wrongly one or two will multiply into a
“tidal wave” of fanaticism that will make our work for the world very difficult as
wordlings look at us as a bunch of weird persons.

Horrors.
SECTION THREE: A TIDAL WAVE OF FANATICISM

Let me briefly leave the topic of Ernie and speak of great general truths about the end
of time. Ellen White writes:

Fanaticism will appear in the very midst of us. Deceptions will come,
and of such a character that if it were possible they would mislead the
very elect. If marked inconsistencies and untruthful utterances were
apparent in these manifestations, the words from the lips of the Great
Teacher would not be needed. 1t is because of the many and varied
dangers that would arise, that this warning is given. {2SM 16.4}

The reason why I hang out the danger signal is that through the
enlightenment of the Spirit of God I can see that which my brethren do
not discern. It may not be a positive necessity for me to point out all these
peculiar phases of deception that they will need to guard against. It is
enough for me to tell you, Be on your guard; and as faithful sentinels
keep the flock of God from accepting indiscriminately all that professes
to be communicated to them from the Lord. If we work to create an
excitement of feeling, we shall have all we want, and more than we can
possibly know how to manage. Calmly and clearly "Preach the word."
We must not regard it as our work to create an excitement. {2SM 16.5,
emphasis added.}

More enthusiasm “than we can possibly know how to manage”? What did she have
in mind?

We must bring our minds within the bounds of reason, lest the enemy
so come in as to set everything in a disorderly way. There are persons of
an excitable temperament who are easily led into fanaticism; and should
we allow anything to come into our churches that would lead such
persons into error, we would soon see these errors carried to extreme
lengths, and then because of the course of these disorderly elements, a
stigma would rest upon the whole body of Seventh-day Adventists. {2SM
43.2}

Ellen White wrote to A. T. Jones regarding his encouragement of Anna:

How is it, my brother, that you have taken up these communications,
and presented them before the people, weaving them in with the
testimonies God has given Sister White? Where is your evidence that
these are of God? You cannot be too careful how you hear, how you
receive, how you believe. You cannot be too careful how you talk of the
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gift of prophesying, and state that [ have said this and that in reference to
this matter. Such statements, I well know, encourage men and women
and children to imagine that they have special light in revelations from
God, when they have not received such light. This, I have been shown,
would be one of Satan's masterpieces of deception. You are giving to the
work a mold which it will take precious time and wearing soul labor to
correct, to save the cause of God from another spasm of fanaticism. . . .
{2SM 86.3}

One thing, Ellen White wanted to say as little as possible about Anna. Fanaticism is
better treated with a calming influence than with an agitation. And Ellen White knew
that scores of similar cases would arise in the future. She wrote of “tidal waves” that
would come were leading men to take up a prophet like Anna and support his or her
claims.

I want to say just as little as possible in regard to Anna Phillips. The
less this matter is talked over and agitated, the better. There is a "dead fly
in the ointment." Before this reaches you, you will have received a letter
giving a more complete statement in regard to what we may expect in the
case. | am more sorry than I can express to you that the matter has been
handled unwisely. We shall have scores of just such developments, and if
our leading brethren shall catch up things of this character and endorse
them as they have done in this case, we shall have one of the most
sweeping tidal waves of fanaticism that has been seen in our experience.

With these and a few other statements it is easy enough to picture what Satan is trying
to do. First, he works through a hyper imagination to create an impressible “prophet.”
Then he advocates being led by the “Spirit.” Then he pours out a mighty gushing of
this kind of enthusiasm, a false latter rain of dreams and visions.

It is that tidal wave that Ellen White sought to avert. Emie seems to allude to the
wave, and the possibility that his allusion is based in fact is scary.

The Herald calls me by my heavenly name and says, "If you could
only see and understand the impact these messages are making on new
souls and the awakening they are having on old souls. Many are
beginning to awake from their sleep. You are one of many that Jesus is
working with all over the world. There are others who speak a different
language with whom the Great King is working. You are not alone. You
are being led by His Spirit. Those who make accusations against you will
have to give an account before the Great Judge.

Yes, I will have to answer before the Great Judge. So also, reader, will you. You can
not be too careful how you hear, how you accept. If there are no “glaring
inconsistencies” nor “untruthful utterances” in Ernie’s work, that will not be cause
enough to advocate his dreams. That is how Jones fell into advocating the false
dreams of the young lady.

And what if you have resolved the issue of Emie already? Ellen White indicates
“scores” of similar experiences would occur. I can count about a score of them.
Maybe there are a score I know nothing about it. That would still leave room for
several more. Why did Jesus say “beware?” Because the false would not be obvious —
that is how Ellen White explained it.
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SECTION FOUR: SMALL THINGS

This section isn’t really for the average reader. As I read through Ernie’s dreams (and
I did read all of them carefully), I noted a number of small things. These are the kind
of observations that gave me hints that something was not quite right with the dreams.
But some of them are not obvious contradictions of true principles. Noticing them
might even be nit-picking.

But, then again, they might be helpful to those seeking to shake a misplaced trust. So
I record them here.

Interrupting the Dream

Can a prophetic dream be interrupted by an outsider? In Ellen White’s visions no one
was able to disturb her communion with heaven.

“As I was unconscious to all that transpired around me while in vision,
I will copy from Brother Nichols’ description of that meeting. {LS80
232.2}

“Sister FEllen was taken off in vision with extraordinary
manifestations, and continued talking in vision with a clear voice, which
could be distinctly understood by all present, until about sundown. The
opposition was much exasperated, as well as excited, to hear Sister E. talk
in vision, which they declared was of the devil; they exhausted all their
influence and bodily strength, to destroy the effect of the vision. They
would unite in singing very loud, and then alternately would talk and read
from the Bible in a loud voice, in order that she might not be heard, until
their strength was exhausted, and their hands would shake so they could
not read from the Bible. But amidst all this confusion and noise, Sister
Ellen's clear and shrill voice, as she talked in vision, was distinctly heard
by all present. The opposition of these men continued as long as they
could talk and sing, notwithstanding some of their own friends rebuked
them, and requested them to stop. But Robbins said, “You are bowed to
an idol; you are worshiping a golden calf.” {LS80 232.3}

What about Ernie’s dream? It seems one dream was interrupted by his wife, Becky. It
makes one wonder.

We are now in the corridor again. The Herald says, "What I show you
now, I was showing you when Becky awoke you from your dream.
Permission was given then to share a little of what was shown you."

Bible Versions

I use the King James Version for study and memory work. And I consider it to be
based on the highest quality of Greek manuscripts. It is an excellent version.

Ellen White used it generally. When other versions came into existence late in her
ministry, she also made significant use of them.

Emie’s visions emphasize, in a way very different from Ellen White’s relation to the
various versions, the chosenness of the King James Version. Why the difference
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between Ellen White and Ernie on this point? There are many that would find in this
very point evidence of Ernie’s legitimacy. I hope we are not tricked that easily. The
devil knows how to preach to the choir.

Flattery

Ellen White described how Anna’s visions would flatter persons that had been
rebuked earlier. Flattery is not a good thing. But the Herald absolutely flatters
“Anonymous.” You will find nothing like it in all the thousands of encouraging
statements to individuals in the Testimonies. And what he says to him is a twisting of
Bible metaphors similar to the one mentioned earlier.

He talks about Anonymous and how He is very well pleased with this
person. He says how He would like to see others just like this person. He
explains that this person’s faith is so strong that this person can “tell a
mustard seed to become a mountain.” And by this person’s faith it would
happen.

Witnesses

Ermnie was shown that some prominent person would rise to be his helper in the work
of promoting the dreams. He was shown the name of that person, but has not revealed
it because he wants that person to join of his own free will. However, to give
confirmation to God’s foreknowledge of the person’s decision, Ernie has shared the
name with “a few select persons to be used as witnesses.”

The fulfillment of some predictions is not, of course, an evidence of the truthfulness
of the claims of the predictor. Incredibly, some of the predictions of false prophets
came to be fulfilled during Ellen White’s time:

In one place, four in one family professed to have communications
from the Lord, reproving wrong, and they predicted things that actually
did take place. This inspired confidence in them. But the things that did
not take place were kept in the dark, or were treated as something
mysterious, which would be understood later. Whence did these receive
their inspiration?--From satanic agencies, which are many. The Lord laid
it upon me to meet these things, and bear a decided testimony against
them.... {2SM 76.4}

Still, it would be helpful to know the names of those entrusted with the name of the
individual. Their reputation for integrity and honesty would be something interesting
to check into. Why? Because none other than Joseph Smith relied heavily on
“witnesses” to confirm events that tended to back his claims. But after a decade many
of these “witnesses” had repudiated their statements of affirmation and were shown to
be generally unreliable persons even at the time they were chosen as witnesses.

Repentance

John the Baptist and Jesus and the Disciples, and Jesus through John to Laodicea all
call men to repent. To repent is to turn in heart and practice from a confessed sin.
When preachers cry aloud and show the church “its transgressions and the house of
Israel” their sins, the people should be called to repent of those same sins.
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And in Revelation 3 when Jesus says to our church, “be zealous and repent” it is a
good question to ask, “repent of what sins?” This is why the Testimonies were given.

So when we read in the Bible of men calling others to repent, we understand that the
call to repentance involved instruction on how to live. Both Paul and John the Baptist
mentioned “works meet for repentance.” Ac 26:20; Lu 3:8.

So I was very interested at the added word (capitalization in the original) “just” given
to persons commissioned to share the spirit’s messages. There is just something
strange about adding the word “just” in a place where it doesn’t belong, in a place
where it changes a summary into a contradiction.

He goes quickly to Brother and Sister M, places His hands on their
head and says, “Go and JUST tell them to REPENT.”

Elijah’s Message

The angel also refers to the Elijah message. What is most interesting about this is that
the angel speaks in Greek. Ernie, presumably not knowing Greek, asks the angel to
spell the word. The angel spells, in English characters, a transliteration of a Greek
word.

I don’t mean to be too technical, but something is really wrong here. Greek has a
number of characters that do not have a one-for-one correspondence to English
characters. So when I want to type in Greek I have to adjust my thinking. Sometimes
“” and “h” and “q” and “v” are redefined (Greek doesn’t have those characters, and
different Greek fonts use different keys for the unparallel characters) to represent

other sounds.
The angel says that Ernie and the faithful are, together “Hliva.”

Now you can search all day with the best resources you can find in your Bible
reference works and you will never find this word. But do not worry. There is a
hyperlink on the website to another site that has this very word for Elijah.

Here is the problem. The “H” is a capital vowel with the sound of a long “A” and the

“v” is a substitute character that, when typed in Greek, looks like an “s.” And for that
25

[T

matter, it is “s” — sigma. And the “va” is a typo® on the website — it should be “av.
How would an accurate transliteration of the Greek be spelled in English characters?
Not “Hliva” but “Aye-lee-as” or “Elias” as it is found in scripture.

Would an angel copy a font goof from a Greek website when spelling to a prophet a
Greek word?

The Herald

Another writer has observed the anomaly of the angel visitor being called “the
Herald.” As this point doesn’t strike me with the force it does him, I will not spend
much time on it. But his point is that angels, throughout scripture, are without titles.

4| can't really say this. Probably, more accurately, the website has vowel markings and
failed to supply a font that would read the characters, so the result is neither Greek nor
English.

5 Elias, in Greek, usually appears in the accusative, sounding more like Elian.
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The notable exception, Gabriel, shows up only twice, in Daniel and again in relation
to the virgin birth of Jesus.

Ellen White the Prophet

Several times in the dreams Jesus refers to “His prophet, Ellen White.” I, for one,
consider Ellen White to be a prophet. But that was not the name Jesus chose for her
while she was alive. It was because of the prejudice against those claiming to be
prophets, and also because her work was more than that of a prophet, that she took
the title “messenger.”

Why have I not claimed to be a prophet?--Because in these days many who boldly
claim that they are prophets are a reproach to the cause of Christ; and because my
work includes much more than the word "prophet" signifies. {1SM 32.4}

It was John the Baptist of whom Jesus said he was “a prophet, yeah, more than a
prophet.” It is possible that our Savior would choose to call Ellen White “a prophet”
in our day. But it is interesting that this would be a change from what was done in her
life time.

There are other interesting things.

Without an Intercessor

Ernie has also had instruction about the close of human probation. That is a time, we
learn from Ellen White and from the sanctuary symbols, when men will stand before
God without an intercessor. One popular author has written a book titled Never
without an Intercessor and has criticized the idea of living without one. Satan has
tried to word the question about that time like this, “Will we have the help of Jesus or
not have the help of Jesus during the Time of Trouble?”

But that is the wrong question. Jesus offers more than one type of help. To heavenly
angels Jesus gives power and wisdom and might. To humans He is giving these and
more. He is pardoning our sins and blotting them out.

Will we have help during the Time of Trouble? During that time there will be no
pardon for sins. But we, like all holy intelligences throughout eternity, will be
dependant on Christ’s power and light, his wisdom and indwelling Spirit. It will be
Jesus’ authority, for example, that commissions angels to feed and protect us during
that time.

It was impossible for the plagues to be poured out while Jesus
officiated in the sanctuary; but as His work there is finished, and His
intercession closes, there is nothing to stay the wrath of God, and it
breaks with fury upon the shelterless head of the guilty sinner, who has
slighted salvation and hated reproof. In that fearful time, after the close of
Jesus' mediation, the saints were living in the sight of a holy God without
an intercessor. Every case was decided, every jewel numbered. Jesus
tarried a moment in the outer apartment of the heavenly sanctuary, and
the sins which had been confessed while He was in the most holy place
were placed upon Satan, the originator of sin, who must suffer their
punishment. {EW 280.2}
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I saw the saints leaving the cities and villages, and associating together
in companies, and living in the most solitary places. Angels provided
them food and water, while the wicked were suffering from hunger and
thirst. . . . In some places, before the time for the decree to be executed,
the wicked rushed upon the saints to slay them; but angels in the form of
men of war fought for them. Satan wished to have the privilege of
destroying the saints of the Most High; but Jesus bade His angels watch
over them. God would be honored by making a covenant with those who
had kept His law, in the sight of the heathen round about them; and Jesus
would be honored by translating, without their seeing death, the faithful,
waiting ones who had so long expected Him. {EW 282.2}

When Emie’s guide writes of this time the guide’s words do not help clarify this
truth. Those inclined to think that they will be unsupported during that time are left to
think that way still. And what does it mean to “smile like Christ”? And, honestly,
what will a saint see in the moral mirror when he compares himself to Jesus? Contrast
the dream and the scripture.

How can you be like Christ and not look like Him? You say you want
to be one of the 144,000, and yet how can you when you cannot stand
without Christ holding you up to the Father? If you look like Christ, walk
like Christ, smile like Christ, then you will be able to stand in that last day
when Jesus cannot hold you up to the Father. When you look in a mirror
and you see a clean vessel without any filth, then you will receive the
blessing Jesus has commanded to pour forth."

Job 9:20 If I justify myself, mine own mouth shall condemn me: if |
say, | am perfect, it shall also prove me perverse.

No, a sanctified man will never perceive himself as a “clean vessel without any filth.”
And certainly that will not be the condition of receiving the Latter Rain.

If T were to be totally honest, the teachings of Ernie, and of Soo before him, are so
strange, so odd, that I at times wonder if they are like the hired prophet in the story of
Nehemiah. Have a small group of men, anxious to make believers in Ellen White
look silly, hired Ernie and Soo to make up these stories and act them out? It seems
like a silly hypothesis even to me. I am not advocating it.

But neither would I be surprised if the silly hypothesis turned out to be true. Satan
could have done better, it seems to me.

In summary, there are many small things that have caught my attention while reading
Ernie’s dreams. These range from subtle twisting of scriptural phrases to evidence
that his dreams were interruptible. They include the use of flattery and the misuse of
Greek. They involve end-time confusion. But these are not the real reasons to reject
Emie. They are, rather, the reasons to not accept him. They are reasons to take time to
wait for more telling evidences.

And they are a warning that we must be more diligent in our studies.

Section Five: The Herald Replies to Criticism

Within 48 hours of the completion of this paper, sections 1-4, Ernie had and
published another dream, one of the longest.
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It is fascinating. I do not expect to update this paper at each future dream’s release.
But this most recent one suggests one more significant warning.

Before getting to that warning I will point out that the inspiring agent behind the
dreams is a bit political. This dream had, for example, a carefully muted implication
that persons should study. And it replied to questions about the title “Herald” by
adjusting that to read “herald.” (But I am the one that removed the capitol. The dream
just said “Herald” is not a name.)

There were other adjustments that seem reactionary to criticism. But they are all small
things.

The big thing is a false test. First, Ellen White:

Whenever I have been called to meet fanaticism in its varied forms, I
have received clear, positive, and definite instruction to lift my voice
against its influence. With some the evil has revealed itself in the form of
man-made tests for ascertaining a knowledge of the will of God; and I
was shown that this was a delusion which became an infatuation, and that
it is contrary to the will of the Lord. {2SM 28.3}

In the past the false prophets suggested that their truthfulness could be tested by signs.
But the Herald has suggested a false test that is . . . very Biblical. In the dream the
following Bible passage is quoted:

1Jo 4:1-2 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether
they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.
2 Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God:

I have preached on this passage before. If we take it the way that Erie suggests I am
afraid we would have to acknowledge the Spirit behind most Adventist false prophets
— Victor Houteff® not excepted.

The way the Herald understands John’s test, a false prophet can be tested by asking
him “Did Jesus come in the fallen nature of Adam, or not?” If the prophet says “yes”
then he is a true prophet.

Yikes. Either the devil is supernaturally forbidden to say “yes” in that scenario, or this
is a false test. And not only must the devil be forbidden to say “yes”, every lying man,
every schizoid, every hired “prophet” must be absolutely forbidden to say “yes, |
believe Jesus came in the flesh.”

And if we take this same premise, we would be forced by 1Jo 4:15 to admit that
Joseph Smith and every pope and most Pentecostal prophets must be included among
the faithful.

1Jo 4:15 Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God
dwelleth in him, and he in God.

Does the Bible explain what kind of confession is required to indicate that Jesus
Christ is come in the flesh? That He is the Son of God? Indeed, it does. John
introduces no new test. It is the same test taught through-out scripture.

® The founder of the Shepherd’s Rod
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The summary is that our works may say something very different than our words.
What our words say is a profession. What our works say is also a profession. When
they speak (legeo) the same thing (homo), that is a confession (homelegeo). When
they differ, that is a denial.

Tit 1:16 They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him,
being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.

Jesus was given power over all flesh. (John 17:3). When I live in a way that is merely
a form of godliness, my works deny the power that Jesus has been given.

2Ti 3:5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof:
from such turn away. Jude 1:4 For there are certain men crept in
unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation,
ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and
denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.

Lip service has never been the badge of legitimacy for God’s people.

Isa 29:13 Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near
me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed
their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept
of men:

How did the patriarchs confess that they were strangers and pilgrims? By living a life
that showed their values.

Heb 11:13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises,
but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced
them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.

Now I am not sure that this is the best way to explain 1 John 4:1-3.

It might be more accurate to say that the in-the-flesh test is a one way test. In other
words, if someone denies the Law of God, then we know that there is no light in
them. But it doesn’t follow that if someone acknowledges the Law of God that they
are true. The to-the-law test is a one-way test, capable of invalidating a prophetic
claim, but incapable of validating one.

If this is the case with 1 John 4 then the key is in the meaning of the word “spirit.”
The passage would be saying “Don’t believe every one claiming to be inspired. If a
person admits that Christ is come in the flesh, that idea was revealed to men by God,
so it doesn’t give cause for worry. But if a person denies this, that idea has been
prophesied to be a defining characteristic of antichrist, and we should beware of it.”

In summary, though I am not sure which way to understand 1 John 4:1-3, I am certain
that Ernie’s way is an open door to the tidal wave mentioned in section three. Any
lying spirit can say “I know you, you are the Christ.” Consider the Herald’s test and
what conclusion is would have brought someone to 2000 years ago:

1Jo 4:15 Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God
dwelleth in him, and he in God.

Mt 8:29 And, behold, they cried out, saying, What have we to do with
thee, Jesus, thou Son of God? art thou come hither to torment us before
the time?
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Mr 5:7 And cried with a loud voice, and said, What have I to do with
thee, Jesus, thou Son of the most high God? 1 adjure thee by God, that
thou torment me not.

I wouldn’t want to be led to a parallel conclusion today.
Section VI — The Conclusion

This won’t be long.

First, Ernie has gone far too far to be evaluated as a confused dreamer — someone that
has common dreams and mistakes them for divine pictures. His two-way
conversations and the reactionary nature of the dreams brand him as one of three:
Either a true prophet, or one in communion with evil spirits, or one hired to confuse
the workers with outright lies.

Second, big issues in the dreams eliminate the “true prophet” option. His relation to
impressions of the “Spirit”, his false tests of “Do you know my name?” and of “What
of 1Jo 4:1-3?”, his contradiction of the Testimonies on tithe, his mixing of the sacred
and the common, and more, his mixing of Biblical metaphors, these and other major
issues leave me no choice but to consider him false — whether in cahoots with demons
or merely men.

Third, his most important paragraph in any dream, perhaps, was the statement that
many like him in other places, and speaking other languages, are having the same
experience. May God, our Father in heaven, prepare us for the tidal wave of
sensational fanatical outpouring. It is time to search our hearts, almost too late if we
have been neglecting this work.

Fourth, future claimants to inspiration may not have the “big issues” apparent in
anything they say. We must not be hurried into accepting any message “heaven.” We
have time to study, time to watch. Little things may be our only clue to wait longer
still. We can not be too careful how we hear, how we receive.

Fifth, we should not test spirits by talking to them, nor by listening to them talk.
Think it through. Satan was a liar from a very early date.

Sixth, see the second point. I am through with www .4hispeople.com. The devil has
no right to distract me from my work by making up new and confusing dreams. I
grant that he is able. But not that he has the right. I will not be further distracted.
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Would You Have Accepted Them?

Listed below are names of prophets, including Jesus, and descriptions that
mention “objectionable” points about their life or ministry. With hindsight it is
easy to answer the questions below correctly, but try to imagine you were there
and give an honest answer. A negative answer to any of these questions may
indicate that you, along with Mr. Prewitt, are susceptible to limiting the work of
God and may be deceived when God sends a true prophet.

Prophet

Noah

Description

Noah preached a message that was not
only unpopular but totally against the
beliefs of the scientists of his day, who
thought it was impossible for it to rain, not
to mention flood the whole earth. Noah
could not prove his message from a
scientific point of view, but he knew it was
from God. (Genesis 6:17)

Question

Would you have accepted
Noah’s message even though
it went against scientific
proof?

Abraham

Abraham was a faithful person and is often
referred to as a man of faith. Yet one day
he and his son, Isaac, left their home to go
on a strange mission. God had instructed
Abraham to sacrifice his son. This is what
the pagans did to appease their gods.
(Genesis 22:1-2)

Would you have believed
that God would tell His
servant to kill his son?

Moses

Moses was a stranger to the people of God.
He murdered an Egyptian and then fled for
his life. Forty years later he returns, only to
claim that God spoke to him from a
burning bush, instructing that he was to
lead God’s people out of Egypt. (Exodus
2:11-12; 3:2; 4:29-30)

When approaching the Red Sea, the armies
of Egypt came to destroy the children of
Israel. With nowhere to go, the people
blamed Moses and accused him of leading
them out to die in the wilderness. (Exodus
14:10-12)

After the children of Israel had complained
and accused Moses of leading them into
the desert to die, he disobeyed God by
striking the rock, thus forfeiting his chance
of entering the Promised Land. (Numbers
20:9-12)

Would you have believed
Moses, even though you
thought it strange that God
would speak from a burning
bush and even though Moses
had killed someone?

Would you have trusted that
God was still leading Moses
in spite of the seemingly
impossible situation?

Would you still have
accepted Moses as God’s
messenger, even though he
disobeyed God?
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Prophet Description Question
Ezekiel God asked Ezekiel to get a brick and draw | Would you believe Ezekiel
Jerusalem on it and portray a war against | was God’s prophet even
Jerusalem. (Ezekiel 4:1) though he was asked to
perform what seemed like a
childish act?
God told Ezekiel to bake his bread with | Again, would you believe
dried human feces (as a fuel) and eat it in | that Ezekiel was God’s
front of the people. (Ezekiel 4:12) prophet even though he was
given such a strange request?
Hosea Hosea’s life defies all of our logic. God | Would you believe that
asked him to marry a prostitute, knowing | Hosea was a prophet of God
that she would not be faithful to him. | even though he married a
(Hosea 1;2) prostitute?
John the John the Baptist chose to live by himselfin | Would you have accepted
Baptist a secluded place in the wilderness. He | John the Baptist after he had
never went to the church to get authority to | rebuked the church
preach, and part of his message was to | leadership and after the
denounce the leadership. (Matthew 3:1-7) leadership rejected him?
Jesus The birth of Jesus looked very suspicious, | Would you have believed

and He grew up in a wicked town.
(Matthew 1:18; John 1:46)

Even though Jesus did many mighty
miracles, the church leaders were not
convinced He was from God. They even
accused Him of performing His miracles
through the power of Satan. (Matthew
12:24)

At one time Jesus taught that if we did not
eat His flesh and drink His blood that we
would not have eternal life. Because of
what He said, many of those who had
followed Him left and never believed in
Him again. (John 6:53)

Jesus was the Messiah,
considering the rumors of
His birth and the
surroundings of His
environment?

Considering the opposition
Jesus received from church
leaders, would you have
believed His miracles were
from God? (Would Mr.
Prewitt have believed it was
the “devil preaching to the
choir”?)

Would you have continued to
follow Jesus in spite of what
He said?
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Prophet Description Question
At another time Jesus was having a meal | Would you have agreed with
with Simon, and Mary came in and | Jesus in this situation?
anointed His head with some very costly
perfume. Some at that meal thought it was
a terrible waste of money, and that it
should have been used to feed the poor.
Jesus did not agree with that idea. (Mark
14:3-9)
Jesus was often found with the outcasts | Would you have still
and sinners. He was accused of keeping | believed in Jesus even
bad company. (Luke 5:30-32) knowing the kind of people
He associated with?

Jesus was very critical of the church | Would you have continued to
leadership. He called them serpents, | accept Jesus even though He
hypocrites, fools, and blind guides. | denounced  the  church
(Matthew 23) leaders?
Eventually Jesus was arrested by the | After hearing those words,
church leaders and they crucified Him. | would you have still believed
While hanging from the cross, Jesus cried | in Jesus as the Son of God?
to God, “Why hast thou forsaken me?”
(Mark 15:34)

Paul Paul hated Christians and had some put | Would you have believed
into prison or killed. On his way to | Paul’s conversion was real
Damascus, he had a vision of Jesus and | and accepted him into
was converted. (Acts 9) fellowship even knowing his

past deeds?
Ellen Ellen White was a teenage girl when God | Considering how women
White first called her to be a messenger. | were regarded in Ellen

(Christian Experience and Teachings of

Ellen G. White, p. 65)

Many rejected Ellen White for various
reasons—one being that she had been
hypnotized. (Testimonies, Vol. 1, p. 71)

Ellen White was called to rebuke many
people during the course of her ministry.
Some people accepted her rebukes, while
others rejected them.

White’s day, would you have
accepted her as a prophet?

Would you still have
accepted Ellen White as
God’s messenger in spite of
the accusation that she was
hypnotized?

Would you have still
believed Ellen White was of
God even though she
rebuked others or even
yourself?
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Vance Ferrell's Open Letter

This appendix contains Vance Ferrell's open letter to Ernie Knoll, July 2008.

A copy of an Open Letter to Ernie
Knoll was given to me several days
ago. Upon carefully reading it, I am
astonished at what I discovered. Since
it is nineteen full pages in length, it is too
large to reprint. So, in this brief report, I
am going to provide you with its basic
message—and it is an important one.

The letter was written by Linda
Kirk to Ernie Knoll, who claims to
regularly have dreams given him by
an angel of God for the Advent
people.

Since the spring of 2005, Ernie has
had a series of dreams which he claims
are inspired by God.

Linda first learned of his dreams
from an e-mail sent her by a friend in
late August or early September of 2007.
Casting aside all caution, and hoping he
might be a “last-day prophet,” she
obtained Ernie’s phone number and
spoke with him.

Hoping that he might have
special light from God for God’s
people today, she became a “strong
supporter” of Ernie’s dreams. Soon
she became even more deeply
involved.

“I got heavily involved in his
ministry, promoting his dreams,
and communicating frequently
with Ernie and Becky [his wife]. In
the SDA Church dream, the angel
selected me to edit the dream, and
my husband to give his final
approval. [ was also selected as one
of the five witnesses for the name
given in the prophecy in Much to
Do. So I am writing with firsthand
information.

“In the following letter,
which is rather lengthy, I am
detailing my personal
experience in how I changed
my position regarding the
dreams ..

“My heart is heavy with concern
for Ernie. I care about him deeply. I
feel that I am partly responsible for
his clinging to the dreams, because of
my former support and
encouragement. That is why I am
speaking out, because I want to do
whatever [ can to help him to
reconsider. Those who support the
dreams provide great
encouragement to him to continue.
We each are responsible for our
influence.

“The content of your dreams,
Emie, appeals to many that are
serious about following God . .
Thus, when these topics are
presented in the dreams, in a
similar way to the Spirit of
Prophecy, it seems to be speaking
to our hearts, and we are in
agreement with the message . . But
let’s consider what else we know
from the Bible and Spirit of
Prophecy. If Satan has a specific
target in our world today, it
would be the sincere, spiritually
minded Seventh-day Adventists,
who are sighing and crying for the
abominations done in the land and
in the church. They are open to
prophecy because they believe in
the Spirit of Prophecy.

“Of course he [Satan] can! He
can put thoughts, even good
thoughts, into our minds, so it
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seems that our prayers are being

answered. Oh, how very, very

careful we must be to not fall for
his  deceptions, which are
increasing in delusive attraction.

His deceptions are going to be this

powerful: ‘So closely will the

counterfeit resemble the true,
that it will be impossible to
distinguish between them except

by the Holy Scriptures.” GC 593.

That tells me that we cannot be too

careful in testing every little thing

when dealing with supernatural
experiences.”

Ernie claims to be a godly man—
When Ernie came to visit Linda and
her husband, they learned a lot
about him.

“Using the Spirit of Prophecy
as a guide, here is what we were
looking for in you, since you are
claiming to be receiving messages
directly from God: ‘The holy
deportment of the minister of
Christ should be a rebuke to vain,
frothy professors. The beams of
truth and holiness shining from
your serious, heavenly
conversation will convict others
and lead them to the truth, and
those around you will be
compelled to say, “God is with this
man, of a truth” > — I
Testimonies, p. 434.

“The quote on your web site
tells us that, in looking for proof of
the genuineness of the dreams, we
must take into account the persons
who have them, and the
circumstances under which they
are given [/ Testimonies, 569-570)].
So, that is what we will do now:
take into account your character,
and under what circumstances you
had the dreams, particularly the
first three.”

The angel told Ernie he could ask
any mundane questions, and he would

answer them—That is not how angels
communicate God’s messages to
mankind! They give what God has told
them to say, instead of listening to and
answering mundane questions.

“There were several things that
made me question the origin of the
dreams right from the start. One of
them was the fact that you could
ask the ‘angel’ anything you
wanted in the dreams . . The
questions that you chose to ask, |
remember thinking at the time,
were not questions that concerned
the people of God as a whole, but
more personal questions . . [One]
was about the Bible Code. 1 don’t
think any serious Bible student
would have even bothered with this
question.

“I remember sitting around our
table Saturday night, October 27,
with you and Becky talking about
the dreams. You were explaining
how you could ask the angel any
questions you had. Becky and I
were talking about how it would be
nice to know how God felt about
women  wearing pants, and
coloring their hair, and even
plucking their eyebrows. We
suggested that you put those on
your list.”

Linda also wondered how Ernie
could remember which questions to
ask when he was sound asleep.

“Then I read in the dreams that
the angel says you are asleep when
you are having the dreams. Can a
sleeping  person  decide on
questions to ask in his sleep?”

Changing the dreams—Another
thing that disturbed Linda was that, after
Emie told her the angel wanted her to
edit the dreams, the angel specifically
said she was to type them, and her
husband, Brian, was then to check them
over. Then she was not to send them to
Emie to verify, but to Ernie’s webmaster
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who was to put them on the internet
exactly as received from Linda. But she
later found that the description of
what was said in the dreams would be
significantly changed later before
being placed on the internet. So that
which finally appeared was not the
original content of what Ernie was
supposed to have dreamed.

Unintelligible statements—One of
Ernie’s unimportant questions to the
angel was whether Linda’s husband,
Brian, was also receiving those dreams.
Of course, he never did. Why would
Ernie wonder whether he was also
receiving dreams? The angel gave an
extremely confusing reply:

“You asked the angel in the
dream if my husband had received
the same dream. Here is the angel’s
answer: ‘Many are shown and they
share. Many are shown and they
are afraid to share. Many are
shown and they do not recall.
Many are shown and they recall
after the appointed time. Many are
shown through the Father’s Spirit.’
This statement from the angel
made absolutely no sense to us.
Did Brian have a dream that he
didn’t remember? We had no
clue.”

Later in her letter, Linda mentions
another strange statement by the angel.

“Smiling again the angel
explains, ‘Because you do not
understand, you know. If you were
to know, you would not
understand. All of heaven knows,
as well as all of earth, whom God
has chosen.” This is very
confusing!”

No religious contacts of any kind—
Linda also learned that Ernie has almost
no religious contacts, shares no
literature, or does anything to help and
bless others where he is. He just stays to
himself; has dreams; and, we will learn
later, is either elated or worries.
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Predictions that did not come true—
Although not major ones, yet none of
these ever occurred. One concerned a
person who would contact Ernie. The
angel said Linda would be one of five
people who would verify when it
happened.

“My reaction was that I was
happy, knowing that soon I would
know for sure if the dreams were
from God, and I wouldn’t have to
wonder anymore! If the fulfillment
came true, they were from God. If
it didn’t, they were false! Simple as
that! I was then given the name of
the person who was supposed to
connect with you to help the
dreams go out faster. I was to be
one of the five witnesses who
would verify, when this person
contacted you, that this was a
fulfilled prophecy. And so I
waited.”

But nothing ever happened. Mention
is made later in her letter of predictions
about Shawn Boonstra and Doug
Batchelor, which also did not occur.

No answers to Linda’s silent
prayers—Since Ernie told her that the
angel said that she, Linda, must work
closely with him in typing out the
dreams, she silently prayed that, if the
dreams were true, that God would give
her a sign by having him dream certain
things. Although this was done
repeatedly, no such evidence was ever
forthcoming. Ernie’s “angel” was not
able to know what was in Linda’s
silent prayers to God.

There were very astounding
discoveries when they personally met
Ernie—It was not until Ernie actually
visited Linda’s home, and spoke with
her group, that she really learned
what he was like. Those discoveries fill
two full pages of her open letter.

“Then we met you in person
when you came to our home Friday
evening, October 26, 2007. We



found you to be a very likeable and
talkative  person, with  the
conversation  totally  centered
around your dreams. I was really
hoping for a deep season of
prayer, and some discussion of
truth as found in the Bible and
Spirit of Prophecy, but instead the
entire focus was on your dreams.
Your prayer was brief and
casual, not like someone who had
truly encountered Divinity.

“Throughout the weekend,
every topic that was brought up
always was redirected to your
dreams. You even shared some
dreams with us that were not
inspired, and even a bit silly. This
got a little wearisome to us. You
mentioned several times how
you’d like to fly your remote
control airplanes on our large
property. This seemed so trivial to
me.

“l asked you about your
outreach endeavors. Perhaps, I
thought, you were involved in
Bible studies, or distributing
literature, and so on. You said that
you told people whenever you
got a chance that you were
receiving dreams from God. This
did not sound like witnessing at
all to me, but rather a way to exalt
yourself. This troubled me also.”
Other Advent believers in Linda’s
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hospitals how to spend millions
of dollars, how you had a
mansion and expensive cars, and
so on. What it felt like is that you
were trying to impress everyone
that you were truly an important
person.”

The next day, on Sabbath afternoon,

October 27, 2007, Ernie spoke to her
group of believers. Here are some of the
things they learned:

“Our pastor, who couldn’t be at
the meeting we scheduled, asked
me to have the spiritual leaders of
the church come and evaluate you
and your message, to see if we
should invite you to come and
present a church-wide meeting. We
all listened to you and Becky for
over three hours, and had
opportunity to ask any questions
we wanted. After the meeting, |
waited for the reactions of those
present.. I will share some of the
impressions and concerns of the
group that heard you speak to us
that Sabbath, October 27, 2007.
The deaconess stated that she was
not impressed by your lack of
humility. When one of the elders
asked questions in a very humble
manner, he said that you
responded rather defensively,
justifying your position, and
discounting his questions. He was
concerned about the light-hearted,

area were present that day. They also
noticed that Ernie was not really a deep,
earnest Christian.

“The concern was expressed by
some who met you that day that
they did not sense a spirit of
humility. T mentioned to Becky

almost joking manner in which

you talked about heavenly

things.”

One lady who was present noticed
that, upon being questioned, Ernie said
something different than what he
wrote on his website.

[Ernie’s wife] on the side that she
needed to tell you not to recount
how muscular and strong you
were as a young man, what a
powerful job you had in which
you told the executives in

“She had noticed on your web
site that you stated that you had
made a presentation at Southern
[Adventist] University. Naturally,
this would lend credibility to
claims to have spoken at an SDA
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college. You then explained to us
how you had this appointment,
made the travel arrangements, and
arrived at Southern, only to be told
upon arrival that your meeting had
been canceled. You told how you
met with some officials, and that
this was a fulfillment of the dream
Go Forth. You did talk to a small
group out on the lawn, but this
certainly was not an official
meeting at Southern University.
The deaconess felt that posting the
meetings on the web site was a
dishonest way to lend credibility to
your dreams.

“An elder and his wife stated
that it seemed like your talk was
egocentric. He didn’t sense the
message to be helpful spiritually.
He was also uncomfortable about
the Southern University
announcement, and felt it was
deceptive to use this as an
endorsement. They both felt very
uneasy about your presentation.
These are just comments that some
of those present at the meetings
shared with me.”

stated that, until December 2006, he was
a “nominal Adventist” who did not have
a “close relationship with Jesus.” He
would work long hours, six days a week,
and “wasn’t observing the health
message at all.” He had no contact with
Adventists throughout the week or on
Sabbath. “I was putting work before
God.”

“But, fully a year and a half
before December 2006 (in the
“spring of 2005”), Ernie received
his first two dreams. He continued
being a ‘nominal Adventist’ for a
time [after that],—and then several
events occurred in his life and he
began hating God.”

On the night of December 9, 2006,
Ernie had some kind of illness and
thought he was going to die that night—
and he seemed to reach a climax in his
hatred of God at that time. So he told
God to kill him that night. Quoting
Ernie’s recorded words:

“Before 1 got sick, I was a
nominal Adventist. After I got sick,
we lost everything, we lost our
house, all of our personal
belongings, the fine cars that we

There was no indication of ever
having had a conversion experience
when “Christ” told him he would start
having dreams to give to Adventists—
We now come to some of the most
astounding facts about Ernie:

“Since I had written in support
of the dreams on a forum, many of
the people on the forum had
given me questions to ask you.
There was quite a list of questions
that you addressed the next
morning on a video tape. These
were mostly personal questions
regarding your past. Here are
some of the words you spoke, that
were recorded on video at my
home . .”

Then followed actual tape-
recorded statements by Ernie. He

had, all of our earthly treasures that
we think about now, we lost them
all because I could not support our
family. And so we lost all that,
and I took all that out on God
and at first started off asking Him
why this was happening, and then
over the course of two years I
started  blaming Him for
everything that was happening.
“And on December 9th, I
remember going to sleep that night
asking God to take my life, that I
was unhappy, and I know that He
says that He loves me but I did not
feel loved. And I begged Him and I
had been begging Him to please
come down and talk to me like He
does the other prophets and the
other people in the Bible. But I
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never felt like He would ever come

down. I didn’t feel like there was

any love, no love. Actually I felt
hate, I felt like God hated me. And

I could not figure out why He

would hate me. What had I done to

do this? Well, that night, December

9, I said good night to you (Becky),

I was also saying good-bye and I

went to sleep after many hours of

prayer.

“At this juncture in Ermie’s
narrative, his wife, Becky, said,
‘Can you share with us what you
were praying that night?” Erie
replied:

“That night I was asking God,
bluntly, to end my life. I was
asking Him just to stop it, that [
did not feel the love that I thought a
person would feel, and of course
you can tell that it is hard for me to
relate this, because this is not a
story or something you’d watch on
TV or some story you’d read out of
a book. This was my real life; this
is what I’ve experienced. But that
night I went to sleep, and the
next morning I woke up. Sunday
morning I woke up and I had
just  finished having this
tremendous dream!”

This is utterly astonishing! After
having spent a number of years in
Adventist Church membership, on the
very night that Ernie’s hatred of God
reached its climax,—he received a
dream from a supernatural being,
that he was to be a prophet to the
Advent people, and was going to
receive more dreams which he should
share with them! Can anyone really
believe that such dreams are coming
from God?

Repeatedly, in those dreams, Ernie
is praised by the angel, and told that
God loves him deeply. Yet there is no
evidence that Ernie ever experienced a
genuine conversion, before, during, or

after  starting to have these
supernatural dreams. A genuine
repentance is founded on heartfelt
repentance of sin, confession and
forsaking it, and acceptance of the
enabling grace of Christ to live a better
life—and then to start living it.

Later in the letter, Linda mentions
that, in addition to hating God, he told
Him to kill Him that night. —He also
challenged Him to talk to him “like He
did the other prophets.” What an
open-door invitation for Satan to
contact him that night! This is what
Linda said:

“When you went to bed on the
night of December 9, 2006, you
were discouraged, angry at God,
and wanting to die. You challenged
God to prove that He loved you, by
coming down and talking to you
like He did the other prophets.”

We will later learn that, even at the
present time, Ernie expresses little
interest in the study of either the Bible
or Spirit of Prophecy, and says God
has other ways to communicate truth
to him.

Ernie says Christ appeared to him—
Earlier in the letter, Linda said that it
would be expected that, although he said
that “Christ” appeared to him that night,
it could easily be Satan that was
speaking to him.

“Think about this: Since, at the
personating of Christ, Satan will
‘bear the appearance of Christ in
every particular,” ‘His voice is soft
and subdued, yet full of melody. In
gentle, compassionate tones he
presents some of the same
gracious, heavenly truths which the
Saviour uttered;, he heals the
diseases of the people’ (5T 698,
GC 624). We know he is going to
do that. Shouldn’t we also know
that, in his deceptions even now, he
can appear to look and talk just like
Jesus, heal people, and present the
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same messages Jesus presented

through the Spirit of Prophecy?”

[Italics hers].

It is an intriguing fact that (as we will
discover later) while Ernie says he does
not study the Spirit of Prophecy, and
does not need to, yet the messages
given him by the “angel” sound very
similar to what Ellen White wrote.
The demons are well-acquainted with
the contents of those books, and they are
anxious to deceive as many of God’s
people as they can.

Returning now to Ernie’s narration:

“It wasn’t until this time [of the
dream on the night he wanted to
die] that I really knew who Jesus
was!”

After describing that first dream,
Ernie tells, in disconnected sentences on
the recorded tape, about Jesus coming
and talking with him.

“When I came in to land, I had
seen Jesus way up to the left, and
when I came in to land, my
intention was to return to the
temple where I had been in before
when the dream first started, but
Jesus walked down and he
approached me and I knew it was
Jesus. I automatically knew it was
Jesus, but I also noticed as he
walked toward me, I noticed that
angels would bow and
acknowledge him as the Creator of
the universe. But Jesus walked
down and even till this point in the
dream, I really didn’t know who he
really was but after he came down,
the two of us, just Jesus and I, we
started walking and of course I
didn’t have a watch. I don’t know
how long it was for, but I've
guesstimated that Jesus and I
walked and we talked for half an
hour. It could have been longer. It
could have been an hour. I kind of
like to think it was an eternity.

“But Jesus and I walked and we
talked, and we discussed many
things I’d seen, the things in the
temple, the animals I saw, the birds
I saw flying, the angels, the
different types of people, the
different heights of the people, the
wall of the city, we talked about
many, many different things, but as
I would walk and talk with Him,
the same Jesus I had talked about,
sang songs about, the same Jesus I
had prayed to, I don’t know how to
put it, but I developed a love unlike
any love that I could ever tell, and |
know many people have asked,
Well, when you saw Jesus, what
did he look like? And I always tell
them, Well the characteristics I
noticed was that he was dressed in
a white garment that went from his
neck to his feet to his wrist, but His
skin was very well tanned, His hair
was straight back, not parted.

“And people always want to
ask about His eyes. What color is
His eyes? I don’t know what color
His eyes were. I’ve never noticed
the color of His eyes but what
attracted me more than anything
was what [ saw in His eyes. The
color of His eyes was not important
but what I saw in His eyes when |
looked in his eyes and the only way
that I’ve been able to describe that
is the love, of the love. When you
look in Jesus’ eyes, you see a love
that is indescribable.

“People ask, Well, why are you
wanting to share these dreams?
Well, I want to share because I’ve
been told to but it’s also because of
what I have seen. And I know that
my prayer would be that, if my
prayer could be answered that
every one that watches this and has
read this dream, that you could see
what I see when I look into the
eyes of Jesus. There’s a love that



account of his
comments:

we cannot describe, there’s no
words, except just to say of the
love of the love of the love.”

That is the end of Ernie’s taped
first dream. Linda

“From your own testimony,
Emie, the biggest red flag that has
been raised is regarding your
conversion experience. You shared
with us how you were a ‘pew
warmer’ and didn’t have a close
relationship with Jesus. Then, you
got sick, lost your job, and lost
everything. You began questioning
God. Then you started blaming
God for allowing you to become
sick, and cause you to lose your
job, and to be humbled to being a
person of no importance, even to
having to vacuum your mother-in-
law’s living room. When you
went to bed on the night of
December 9, 2006, you were
discouraged, angry at God, and
wanting to die. You challenged
God to prove that He loved you,
by coming down and talking to
you like He did the other
prophets.

“We are warned in God’s
Word: ‘Looking diligently lest any
man fail of the grace of God; lest
any root of bitterness springing up
trouble you, and thereby many be
defiled.” Hebrews 12:15.

“Be ye angry, and sin not: let
not the sun go down upon your
wrath: Neither give place to the
devil.” Eph 4:26, 27.

“In the above text, the word
‘place’ in the Greek means
opportunity, power, occasion for
action. According to your own
testimony, you were in a miserable
frame of mind that night. You had
not spent significant time in God’s
Word, and admitted you didn’t
know Christ. Your prayers were
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full of bitterness, blame and

doubt. You disbelieved the very

Word of God, which tells us

beyond question of God’s love for

us. You were unhappy,
discontented, discouraged,
begging God to let you die. It was

in this frame of mind that you

went to sleep. Ernie, I believe

your ungodly state of mind gave
place to the devil, giving him
opportunity, power and occasion
for action. You were also begging
for a supernatural experience.

And you received one, did you

not?

“It seems apparent that this is
what opened the door to a satanic
delusion. You were not spiritually
prepared to be called to be a holy
messenger of God’s pure truth to
His people. You were, instead,
setting the scene for an encounter
with demons.”

Once again Linda noted the
strangeness of a new last-day messenger
from God, who was suddenly being
anointed for his work—without ever
having gone through the regular
conversion process of repentance and
confession of sin;—and instead, he says
he was converted while he was asleep.

“Even the dream itself posed
major concerns. How could God
take one who was in a rebellious,
doubting frame of mind and exalt
him to the height few humans have
ever experienced, to have direct
communication with Jesus? And
when you saw Jesus, and talked
with Him, what was your
experience then? 1 would have
thought, according to many of the
Biblical accounts of holy prophets
who encountered divine or angelic
beings, that you would have fallen
on your face, in acknowledgment
of great unworthiness, especially in
the light of your frame of mind
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when you fell asleep. I would have
thought that you would have wept
and bemoaned your lack of faith,
your blatant challenge to God, your
prior wasted life in denying the
power of God. A genuine
conversion would have included all
of this. Instead, you talked about
the material aspects of heaven.
That seems very shallow and
superficial.

“And as I questioned you
further about your conversion, you
stated that you woke up
converted, in love with Jesus.
Please tell me, how does one
become converted in his sleep?
This is an absolute impossibility!”
Beings  flitting  nearby  while

awake—FErie mentioned that, while
awake, he would see supernatural
beings flitting around off to his right or
left.

“Another concern was the
supernatural  beings that kept
appearing to you, that you could
see only out of the corner of your
eye, as you were being pressured to
tell the dream during the two
weeks following the dream. That’s
downright spooky. That sounds
like the works of the angels of
darkness, not of pure, holy,
heavenly beings.

“Here is how you described it:
‘For two weeks I did not tell the
next part of the dream. For two
weeks I did not share the most
important part of this dream. For
two weeks I kept it secret, but for
two weeks I would, still knowing
that I was sitting at home, I wasn’t
going out anywhere, I would all of
a sudden see things walk around
out of the corner of my eye, and
I’d look and there wasn’t
anybody there. But at the same
time I would hear a voice say,
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“You need to share the end of the

dream.””

The good angels do not work in this
manner. This is a pattern that demons
often use with their mediums, to keep
them fearful. Each evening, when Adolf
Hitler went to bed, he could see a demon
sitting in the corner glaring at him. This
kept him in a fearful state of mind, so he
would keep fulfilling their wishes for the
enslavement of Europe. At various
times, Ernie likewise expresses various
fears that grip his mind.

The twofold test—Linda mentions
the two ways to verify the genuineness
of these dreams:

“Again we will consider the
quote on your web site that you
have selected for giving evidence
of the divine origin of the dreams:

“ ‘Dreams from the Lord are
classed in the Word of God with
visions and are as truly the fruits of
the spirit of prophecy as visions.
Such dreams, taking into the
account [1] the persons who have
them and [2] the circumstances
under which they are given,
contain their own proofs of their
genuineness’ " [1T 569, 570].

“Throughout this letter, we
have been taking into account the
person who had them, and the
circumstances under which they
are  given.  This  character
examination is required for testing
the dreams.” [Italics hers.]

Another untruthful statement—
Linda refers to another item which was
not truthfully stated:

“Another fact that surfaced
unexpectedly was that you were
actually fired from the job that you
had before December 2006, and it
was explained that you were
confrontational and not able to get
along personally with your co-
workers and associates. Your
testimony that you gave at our
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home was stated in such a way as

to lead one to believe that it was

your ill health that caused your loss

of employment. Again, this brings
up issues of integrity.”

More about the first two dreams—
Linda mentions how Ernie later elevated
two earlier dreams of little consequence
to a position of highest importance.

“Ernie, I have another question.
According to your own testimony,
on December 9, 2006, you . . stated
that you did not know Jesus. So, in
this condition, you had two dreams
in the spring of 2005. You said
that you °‘thought nothing of
them’ other than that they were
interesting. They obviously made
little impact on your lifestyle or
spiritual commitment. Then, you
started having more dreams, had
a ‘conversion’ experience in your
sleep, and put up a web site. Now,
these first two dreams from 2005
are elevated right along with
your other dreams to become
God’s last-day message for His
people, part of the message we are
commanded to believe as we bow
before the [supernatural] being
professing to be Jesus [in your
dream] who gave them? How do
you explain that?”

Addictive effect of the dreams—
Linda found that, after having initially
accepted the dreams as genuine, she
had a compulsion to keep learning
what was in the latest one,—until she
came to believe they were more
important than reading the Bible and
Spirit of Prophecy.

“How did the dreams affect me
personally? Did they drive me to
the Bible and Spirit of Prophecy.
Well, in a certain sense they did.
We did study a lot on end time
events during our time of belief in
the dreams. But the final result
was that the dreams took

preeminence in our thoughts.

Since they were ‘new light,” they

added to and superseded what we

had previously believed. I found
myself funneling spiritual
thoughts through the nuances
found in the dreams. It actually
felt like I was becoming acquainted

with a ‘new’ God, because I'd

think about things in the dreams

much more than Scripture or the

Spirit of Prophecy. They made

much more exciting reading. That

should have clued me in!
“I found the dreams to have a
supernatural pull, like an addiction.

I would check the web site

frequently, with my  heart

pounding, hoping and praying that
there would be a new dream. And
when a new dream showed up, my
excitement and interest in the
dream was incredibly high. When |
believed in the dreams, my
emotional involvement wouldn’t
let me read them objectively.

Things that normally would have

made me uncomfortable I was able

to pass over because of my

attachment to  the  whole

experience. | found that my belief
in these dreams removed my
objectivity, because of an addictive

power that overrides reason. I

believe this is a supernatural

phenomena used by the devil to

trap people and keep them in a

delusion.”

Continually feeling discouraged,
alone, or persecuted—Lacking peace of
heart (because he is not at peace with
God through daily repentance and the
study of His Word), Ernie lives with
many concerns. If you read my book,
The Demons of Witchcraft, which will be
published this fall, you will find that
those guided by demons live in a state
of alternate elation, and depression
and fear.
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“Something that surfaces in the
dreams is your feeling of being
discouraged, alone or persecuted.
Reference is made to spears and
arrows. You seem to be receiving
constant affirmation [by the angel]
and special tokens [of favor by
him] throughout your dreams.”

When not dreaming, Ernie feels
depressed. During a dream, the angel is
building him up emotionally, telling him
how important he is. This cyclic pattern
is a spiritually unhealthy one.

“This focus [in your dreams]
on emotion and coddling seems
to be encouraging the
opportunity for pride and self-
exaltation. Would this tend to
increase your humility? Would not
Christ [if He were really
communicating with you] be
concerned lest you be puffed up
with pride at your high, exalted
position?”

Jeanine Sautron was the best-
known false prophet in Adventism in
the late 1980s and early 1990s. She
deceived many people (see my booklet,
Jeanine Sautron). Her first dream was
also about being taken to heaven, and
there treated by Jesus and the angels
as though she were an utterly great
person. Compare that with Early
Writings, 76-81.

Earthly music and worship
services not good—Linda  was
concerned that Ernie’s dreams tend to
downgrade the value of our efforts to
worship God. Just about everything is
bad, and nothing is told us about what
can be acceptable.

“The two of us [“Jesus” and
Emie] walk and talk together for
quite some time. One of the things
we talked about was how beautiful
the music was that I heard in
heaven. I mentioned that it was
unlike anything I had ever heard in
our worship services on Earth. T
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asked Him if He enjoys the music

and worship services we have.

He responded, ‘That is just it.

They are your worship services

not mine.’ He said that some of the

music we have is inspired not by
himself, the Father or the Holy

Spirit but by a whole different

spirit.

“This paragraph brings up more
questions than it answers. Does
Jesus not like any of our music?
If He does like some, what kind
does He like? When the being says
in the dream, ‘They are your
worship services not mine,” what is
meant by that? Are all our worship
services displeasing to Him? How
do we know when we go into a
church on Sabbath if the
worship service is displeasing to
Him? Should we even go to
church if the worship services are
not pleasing to Jesus? I find this
message leaves me totally
confused. While we can know
some music is not spiritual music
because it is based on worldly
principles, this ‘message from
Jesus’ does not provide anything
that can be helpful to us in
knowing how to worship Jesus in
a way that is pleasing to Him.

“At our meeting, we remember
someone asking you what kind of
music you listened to, and you
responded, I really don’t like to
listen to any music, because ['ve
heard heavenly music, so any
earthly music is not appealing to
me. This is certainly not helpful to
the rest of us. It tends to place you
above us.”

Bible and Spirit of Prophecy study
unimportant and unnecessary—Ernie
knows little about the Bible and Spirit
of Prophecy. He has little interest in
studying either of them; and the angel
has told him that the dreams will give
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him better spiritual guidance,—and
that there are many non-Scriptural
ways to learn truth from God. This is
from the transcript of one of Ernie’s
dreams:

“As for me not having a broad
understanding of the Bible and
Spirit of Prophecy, the Herald says
that I have a broader understanding
than I might know [if he, Ernie,
had bothered to study them], and
that because I am not ordained of
man does not mean I am not
ordained of God. The angel says
that the Great Teacher has many
ways of teaching other than what
one can read in what He has
written.”

So he is saying that his “Herald” will
teach him more than if he had studied the
Bible or Spirit of Prophecy.

This is Linda’s comment about that:

“This last sentence directly

contradicts the following
statement: ‘The Bible will never be
superseded by miraculous

manifestations. The truth must be
studied, it must be searched for as
hidden treasure. Wonderful
illuminations will not be given
aside from the Word or to take the
place of it.”2SM 48. This clearly
says that God will not bypass His
Word.”
This next paragraph by Linda is
powerful:

“If God was going to go against
all His Biblical principles in
selecting you as His end-time
messenger, and exalting you above
all other humans on the earth as
having the final Word from Him,
how would we be able to know
that? [1] Based on your word? [2]
By miracles? [3] By your
emotional love for the being that
has appeared before you? [4] By
‘miraculous’ feelings and
impressions. None of these are safe

guides. We are left with the option
of standing by the God of the
Bible, who has revealed Himself to
us through His Word and the Spirit
of Prophecy.”

Linda makes her decision—

Eventually, the continually increasing
evidence reached such a point, that
Linda decided to reject the dreams—
and do it openly. This was not an easy
decision; for the dreams had such an
almost hypnotic attraction to her, after
she started reading them.

“I decided to stop checking the
dreams. Amazingly, this was a
difficult decision for me, and
required a struggle. As I
mentioned, the addictive power of
the dreams is strong. Even with
all my doubts and concerns, I still
had been in the habit of checking
the web site almost daily.

“l went through a time of
purging the dreams from my
thoughts, and repenting to the
Lord for believing in the dreams.
On April 19, 2008, 1 felt convicted
by the Lord to make a statement on
the same forum in which I had
posted in support of your dreams.
That was the first time I publicly
spoke out against the dreams, even
though I had not been promoting
them for quite a while.

“The more I turned away from
the dreams, the more powerfully
the Lord convicted me that these
dreams were not from Him. It was
almost as if a light came on, and |
can see now! [ began processing all
the information I had, and the truth
came out clearly that I had been
ensnared in a delusion.*

Two predictions which did not come

true—One was about Shawn Boonstra;
the other was about Doug Batchelor.

“The prophecy of Oct. 21,
2007, was made when you asked
Jesus: ‘Is there someone I can be
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connected with so that these
messages can go out faster?’ Jesus
replies “Yes, I will connect you
with Shawn Boonstra.’

“Over six months later, Shawn
Boonstra dictated the following
statement: ‘A number of people
have communicated with our office
recently, asking about our official
position on the dreams and visions
of Mr. Emie Knoll. More
specifically, some have been
asking if Shawn Boonstra has
received any sort of confirmation
from God that Mr. Knoll’s
experience is genuine. At this point
in time, Pastor Boonstra has had no
such experience. To date, It Is
Written has not come into
possession of any information that
suggests the claims of Mr. Knoll
are genuine.’

“The bottom line is, Jesus did
not connect you with Shawn
Boonstra so that the messages
can go out faster. . . It’s obvious
that he didn’t help them go out
faster! Anybody can see that. There
is no question that this was a false
prophecy.

“Another false prophecy was
given on Aug. 14, 2007, in the
dream Watch, As I Am Coming.
The angel said to you regarding
Doug Batchelor: ‘You both walk
a road parallel and your roads
will cross.” You thought perhaps
this prophecy may have been
fulfilled shortly after you attended
a church where Doug Batchelor
was speaking, although there was
no conversation between you.
Regarding the parallel paths, his
secretary, Bonnie  Ensminger,
stated to me on April 23, 2008, that
Pastor Batchelor has refused,
and continues to refuse to meet
with you and talk with you,
although there was an attempt to

make an appointment with him.

That doesn’t sound like parallel

roads to me! He certainly is not in

agreement with the road that
you are on!”

It is an intriguing fact that, instead of
giving messages which agree with the
Bible and Spirit of Prophecy, the
demons will give predictions about
important people. Jeane Dixon, a false
prophet in the 1950s and 1960s,
regularly did this. She would give
prophecies about famous people; most of
these did not come true.

Love for Bible and Spirit of
Prophecy study returns—It was not
until she separated from the dreams
and openly rejected them,—that
Linda’s love for reading the Bible and
Spirit of Prophecy returned—and,
with it, the deep, abiding presence of
God. No longer was she troubled by
worrisome forebodings.

“It may seem strange to you

that I hung on so long after having
so many concerns. Let me tell you,
I wanted so much for these dreams
to be from God! I was willing to
overlook many of the concerns,
and keep hanging on. Like a
friend expressed to me, ‘If I turn
away from the dreams, what do I
do with all the feelings of hope
and closeness to God they’ve
generated?’ [ felt that way, but
now I realize those feelings were
strictly emotion, not reality.

“Since 1 have let go of the
dreams, I have been drawn closer
to God than I’ve ever been before!

It has lifted a heavy burden off of

me. God has been teaching me

many valuable lessons for which I

am extremely grateful. I am so

thankful for the Word of God. I

have immersed myself in the

Scriptures with a fervor like never

before! I thank God for a good
memory, and for the hundreds and
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hundreds of scriptures that I have

hidden in my heart. Now, in the

night, these scriptures are my
delightful meditation.”

The basis of false revivals—
According to God’s Word, false revivals
are based, not on Scripture, but on
emotional appeals to the imagination
and something new and startling.
People attend Pentecostal meetings,
another device of the devil, because they
imagine that doing so is changing their
lives for the better.

“What about all the ‘miracles,’
the changed lives, the sweet
fellowship and new friendships,
and increased love for Jesus that
the followers of the dreams seem to
have experienced? How could
Satan be doing all this? Listen:
‘Popular revivals are too often
carried by appeals to the
imagination, by exciting the
emotions, by gratifying the love
for what is new and startling.
Converts thus gained have little
desire to listen to Bible truth,
little interest in the testimony of
prophets and apostles. Unless a
religious service has something of
a sensational character, it has no
attractions for them. A message
which appeals to unimpassioned
reason awakens no response. The
plain warnings of God’s Word,
relating directly to their eternal
interests, are unheeded’ (GC
463).

“The fact that the spiritual
awakening came as a result of an
emotionally charged supernatural
dream causes one to wonder:
Would those whose lives have
been changed by the hearing of
your dreams have responded to a
Biblical message without the
‘appeals to the imagination, by
exciting the emotions, by gratifying
the love for what is new and

startling’? And if not, then, have
their lives really been changed for
the better? There seems to be a
revival, but it is based on a shaky
foundation. Just because there is a
seeming revival at a new, startling,
exciting message does not mean
that it is of God. False revivals look
very close to true revivals.”

Linda’s summary—Here are some

of the final, key points in her letter:

“If your conversion experience
is held up as a model to your
followers, they would see that this
is a strange, new religion, not the
Christianity of the Bible, and
certainly not the calling of the
remnant church. Just this morning [
read, ‘If we have not a deep
experience in the things of God, if
we have not a thorough knowledge
of His Word, we shall be beguiled
to our ruin by the errors and
sophistries of the enemy.” Mar, 95.
Ernie, because of your admitted
lack of a deep understanding and
knowledge of the Word, you have
been beguiled, and you are
spreading your error around the
world.

“To sum up this letter, we have,
according to  the  Biblical
injunction, placed the messenger
and the message under the spotlight
of God’s Word. The conclusion is
that:

“e As we follow the counsel in
the very statement used on the web
site  regarding  testing  the
genuineness of the dreams by
considering who has the dreams
and under what circumstances,
we can clearly see that the
dreams are not genuine.

“e The character of the
messenger lacks integrity and
humility. There is no evidence of
genuine repentance and
conversion. The  ‘conversion’
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described goes against
righteousness by faith. The Bible is
not exalted as the final authority.
Feelings and impressions are used
as a guide. There is error in the
dreams. There is confusion in the
dreams.

“e The results of the dreams are
manifested in a false revival based
on ‘appeals to the imagination, by
exciting the emotions, by gratifying
the love for what is new and
startling.” Followers are being
forced to make decisions that will
eventually separate them from the
fellowship of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church. There seems to
be an unreasonable loyalty and
defensiveness among the believers
in the dreams.

“e At least two false prophecies
were made.

“e The last two dreams contain
the spirit of control, manipulation
and force that is not in harmony
with God’s character of grace and
mercy. In light of all of the above,
we must conclude that the dreams
come from a demonic source.”

—Please make copies of these eight
pages and share them widely with
those who need them! It is too late in
history to set aside the Bible and Spirit
of Prophecy, and chase after every
person who comes along, claiming to
have special messages for us through
dreams or visions. We have enough
light in God’s Word to enable us to do
our duty and prepare our lives to meet
Jesus! The problem is that we are not
daily reading in the Inspired
‘Writings!

—vf



Appendix L
Linda Kirk's Letter

This appendix contains the open letter that Linda Kirk wrote to Ernie Knoll.

May 18, 2008
Dear Ernie,

Before you read this letter, please pray, specifically asking God for “the wisdom
that is from above” which is “easy to be intreated.”

It is with much prayer and loving concern that I write this letter to you. I feel the
need to give you an explanation as to why I have come to believe, after much
prayerful consideration over the past six months, that the dreams are not from
God.

The content of your dreams, Emie, appeals to many that are serious about
following God, and the counsel of the Spirit of Prophecy — the conservative
Seventh-day Adventist. We believe in lifting the standards high. We are grieved
about the worldliness in the church, worldliness in adornment, entertainment,
sports, diet, music, dress and many other issues. We are concerned about the
general Laodicean condition, the love of money, and focus on material things.
We long for the outpouring of the latter rain. We have studied about the shaking,
end-time events, the time of trouble, the Sunday law, and we are on the lookout
for signs of the end. We know about the calamities and destruction during the
time of trouble because we read about them in the Spirit of Prophecy. We know
we are in the time of the end, and believe in the imminent return of Christ. These
topics are present truth, and are very close to our hearts.

Thus, when these topics are presented in the dreams, in a similar way to the Spirit
of Prophecy, it seems to be speaking to our hearts, and we are in agreement with
the message. We long for the church to wake up and follow the straight
testimony. The thought comes, if these dreams can help God reach our brothers
and sisters, and bring stronger conviction to our hearts as well, then they must be
from God.

But let’s consider what else we know from the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy.
If Satan has a specific target in our world today, it would be the sincere,
spiritually minded Seventh-day Adventist, who is sighing and crying for the
abominations done in the land and in the church. They are open to prophecy
because they believe in the Spirit of Prophecy. They are open to new light
because Ellen White has said there will be new light. They are open to dreams
and visions, because Ellen White had dreams and visions, and the Bible
prophesies that this will take place in the last days. So, what deception could
Satan use to reach this group?

Since Satan is the master deceiver, and he especially hates God’s remnant
people, wouldn’t we expect that he would mastermind a deception specifically
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targeted to this select group of people? And since he is the master deceiver,
wouldn’t we expect it to be so close to the truth that it is barely discernable? With
those thoughts in mind, when something comes along that has many of the
earmarks of the true prophetic gift, we should be ever so cautious to investigate it
thoroughly, lest Satan catch us off guard, and pull us into his deception.

While there is much good counsel and truth in the dreams, which agrees with the
Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy, we cannot afford to overlook any insinuation,
allusion, or hint of anything that would almost imperceptibly lead one off the
narrow path. Satan doesn’t mind using much truth, if he can slip in a tiny bit of
error, hopefully unnoticed.

We know that Satan is preparing for the ultimate deception. As Seventh-day
Adventists, we are well aware that he will personate Christ. We are told just how
this will happen. So, we’re on guard and prepared, we think. But what if he
throws in some pre-personating deceptions? Are we prepared?

Think about this: Since, at the personating of Christ, Satan will “bear the
appearance of Christ in every particular,” “His voice is soft and subdued, yet full
of melody. In gentle, compassionate tones he presents some of the same
gracious, heavenly truths which the Saviour uttered; he heals the diseases of the
people...” (5T698, GC 624) We know he is going to do that. Shouldn’t we also
know that, in his deceptions even now, he can appear to look and talk just like
Jesus, heal people, and present the same messages Jesus presented through the
Spirit of Prophecy?

Of course he can! He can put thoughts, even good thoughts, into our minds, so it
seems that our prayers are being answered. Oh, how very, very careful we must
be to not fall for his deceptions, which are increasing in delusive attraction. His
deceptions are going to be this powerful: “So closely will the counterfeit
resemble the true that it will be impossible to distinguish between them except by
the Holy Scriptures.” GC 539 That tells me that we cannot be too careful in
testing every little thing when dealing with supernatural experiences.

You will recall how I expressed several times how earnestly I was praying that
the Lord would reveal to me the origin of the dreams. I prayed for several signs,
such as things I would like the Lord to reveal to you in a dream. None of those
signs were fulfilled. My concerns and questions were mounting even while I was
becoming more personally involved with your ministry.

While we all have our faults that need to be overcome by the blood of the Lamb,
a person claiming to have a divine calling puts themselves under the microscope
of character examination. The Bible tells us to test the fruits, so we may know the
origin of inspiration. The fruits are the character of the messenger and the results
of the message. Therefore, the following observations are not for the purpose of
character assassination, but rather to follow the biblical injunction and the Spirit
of Prophecy counsel that “By their testimony [the scriptures] every statement and
every miracle must be tested.”--GC 593

Using the Spirit of Prophecy as a guide, here is what we were looking for in you,
since you are claiming to be receiving messages directly from God: “The holy
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deportment of the minister of Christ should be a rebuke to vain, frothy
professors. The love of truth and holiness manifested in your serious, heavenly
conversation, will convict others, and lead them to the truth, and those around
you will be compelled to say, "God is with this man, of a truth." “--Vol. I, p. 434

The quote on your web site tells us that in looking for proof of the genuineness of
the dreams, we must take into account the persons who have them, and the
circumstances under which they are given. So, that is what we will do now: take
into account your character, and under what circumstances you had the dreams,
particularly the first three.

I will be recounting many of our shared experiences together, and let you know
some of my thoughts and concerns that I was having at that time. When I first
heard about the dreams from an email from Ethel Price back in late August or
early September, 2007, I wanted to know more. I was open to the thought that
God might have a last day prophet, and if He did, I certainly wanted to know
what He had to say to us. So, I did an Internet search, found your phone number
and called you. We talked for over an hour, as we did during another
conversation a couple of weeks later. Then I found out that you and Becky were
going to be close to our area at the end of October. We talked on the phone
frequently until you came down to visit, so I felt like I knew you and Becky
before we even met.

I enjoyed our conversations as you are a pleasant and personable individual, and
very enthusiastic about your dreams. There is a sense of importance that one can
gain by associating with one they believe has a direct line to God. This can be
very attractive to humanity.

One thing that you mentioned several times is that your were not an “up front”
type of person and you did not like to be in the spotlight. It seemed like you were
trying to convince me that you were very humble. But in our conversation, I
sensed something else. You told the story about your trip to Ohio in the
restaurant how the group of people wanted you to sit in the middle of the table,
and you went to the very corner. Ernie, a humble person doesn’t need to tell
others how humble he is.

There were several things that made me question the origin of the dreams right
from the start. One of them was the fact that you could ask the “angel” anything
you wanted in the dreams. It was not like you were really asleep, but that you
could have a list of questions that you wanted to ask, and talk to him as if you
were awake. The questions that you chose to ask, I remember thinking at the
time, were not questions that concerned the people of God as a whole, but more
personal questions. I remember you telling me that one of the questions that you
asked the angel was that if you should receive tithe, and the angel said yes. That
bothered me greatly at the time. Another was about the Bible code. I don’t think
any serious Bible student would have even bothered with this question.

I remember sitting around our table Saturday night, October 27, with you and
Becky talking about the dreams. You were explaining how you could ask the
angel any questions you had. Becky and I were talking about how it would be
nice to know how God felt about women wearing pants, and coloring their hair,
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and even plucking their eyebrows. We suggested that you put those on your list.
We talked about several other issues, including knowing which people that were
having dreams, like Soo, and Pebbles, were of God. Then I read in the dreams
that the angel says you are asleep when you are having the dreams. Can a
sleeping person decide on questions to ask in his sleep?

Less than one month after my initial contact with you, Ernie, you called me up
one morning, and said, “You’d better sit down. I have something very important
to tell you.” You then proceeded to tell me that the angel had selected me to edit
the dream you just had. I was to edit it, and to email it directly to the web master,
without you even seeing the final copy. Before I emailed it, I was to show it to
my husband, who was to make any necessary corrections to it according to
information that the Lord would show him. You suggested that my husband
might have a dream that might add to your dream.

I received by email a rough draft of the SDA Church dream on September 28,
2007. I edited it, as per instructions, and emailed it to my husband, who was out
of town on a business trip. He read it and said he didn’t have anything to add. He
had received nothing from the Lord. We both thought this was rather strange. I
then emailed it to the web master. But, I noticed that the dream that was posted
had some minor changes made to my edition. I guess the web master felt at
liberty to change some things that even you weren’t supposed to change.

Pride likes to be noticed. The evil angels are good at flattering their victims and
making them feel special. Both my husband and myself felt at the time that it
was rather unusual that the angel should single us out in this way. You wanted to
put our names in the dream, but we both felt uncomfortable with that and insisted
that you not do so.

You asked the angel in the dream if my husband had received the same dream.
Here is the angel’s answer: “Many are shown and they share. Many are shown
and they are afraid to share. Many are shown and they do not recall. Many are
shown and they recall after the appointed time. Many are shown through the
Father’s Spirit.” This statement from the angel made absolutely no sense to us.
Did Brian have a dream that he didn’t remember? We had no clue.

We continued communicating with you, developing a close friendship. While we
felt supportive of the dreams, it was not without some reservations. You told me
about a forum where they were talking negatively about you and the dreams, and
I wrote on the forum in support of the dreams. Actually, I was not totally
endorsing the dreams, but mostly appealing to people to be willing to check them
out before they discounted the dreams. It seemed to me that some were willing to
make a final decision about the dreams without any investigation. I felt that
something as huge as a claim to be receiving direct communication from Jesus
needs to be put to the test, to see if the claim is valid.

I did some research of my own. First, I asked you if you were involved in a small
group, such as a Bible study group or fellowship. You said no. I asked who your
close friends were locally, and you said you didn’t have many close friends. I
asked where you fellowshipped at church, and you said that you didn’t attend
church regularly, because you often just rested at home on Sabbath. Other times
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you visited around to churches, because the church your membership was at was
too far away. You also talked about your speaking appointments, but as it turned
out, you had really had few speaking appointments, and two of the major ones
turned out to be disasters for you because they were cancelled after you arrived.

I was trying to find others who knew you before the dreams came, from whom I
could obtain a character reference. I called your pastor, but he didn’t want to talk
about you much, and referred me to your father-in-law. I called that number, and
talked with your mother-in-law.

On October 21, 2007, you called me, Ernie, to tell me about a dream you had just
had. I talked to both you and Becky. You stated that you were shaking, and
seemed quiet emotional. I don’t know what word to use to describe your
feelings, but I believe you stated you were scared. You stated that this was the
first dream that had a direct prophecy in it, and you expressed the fact that you
were afraid that, if it was not fulfilled, that it would prove your dreams to be
false. I remember mentioning to Brian afterwards, that it seems like you would
certainly want to know if the dreams were false, and this would be a good way to
test it! You actually seemed more worried for your reputation than about finding
out if the dreams were really from God.

My reaction was that I was happy, knowing that soon I would know for sure if
the dreams were from God, and 1 wouldn’t have to wonder any more! If the
fulfillment came true, they were from God. If it didn’t, they were false! Simple as
that! I was then given the name of the person who was supposed to connect with
you to help the dreams go out faster. I was to be one of the 5 witnesses who
would verify, when this person contacted you, that this was a fulfilled prophecy.
And so I waited.

I felt very close to Becky, as she is a very sweet and sincere person. She seemed
to have a genuine relationship with Jesus. I remember telling Brian, if Becky was
the one receiving the dreams, I would find it a lot easier to believe in them.

Then we met you in person when you came to our home Friday evening, October
26, 2007. We found you to be a very likeable and talkative person, with the
conversation totally centered around your dreams. I was really hoping for a deep
season of prayer, and some discussion of truth as found in the Bible and Spirit of
Prophecy, but instead the entire focus was on your dreams. Your prayer was
brief and casual, not like someone who had truly encountered Divinity.

Throughout the weekend, every topic that was brought up always was redirected
to your dreams. You even shared some dreams with us that were not inspired,
and even a bit silly. This got a little wearisome to us. You mentioned several
times how you’d like to fly your remote control airplanes on our large property.
This seemed so trivial to me.

I asked you about your outreach endeavors. Perhaps, I thought, you were
involved in Bible studies, or distributing literature, and so on. You said that you
told people whenever you got a chance that you were receiving dreams from
God. This did not sound like witnessing at all to me, but rather a way to exalt
yourself. This troubled me also.
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The concern was expressed by some who met you that day that they did not
sense a spirit of humility. I mentioned to Becky on the side that she needed to tell
you not to recount how muscular and strong you were as a young man, what a
powerful job you had in which you told the executives in hospitals how to spend
millions of dollars, how you had a mansion and expensive cars, and so on. What
it felt like is that you were trying to impress everyone that you were truly an
important person.

Our pastor, who couldn’t be at the meeting we scheduled, asked me to have the
spiritual leaders of the church come and evaluate you and your message, to see if
we should invite you to come and present a church-wide meeting. We all listened
to you and Becky for over three hours, and had opportunity to ask any questions
we wanted. After the meeting, I waited for the reactions of those present. There
were a couple of women who were excited, and seemed to believe in the dreams,
but neither of these women were invited there as church leaders, but just
happened to be there. Brian and I found it very disconcerting that not one of the
spiritual church leaders even suggested that we should have you come back to
the church for an official presentation, even though they knew that was the
original intention. One of the elders was especially concerned, and contacted
Pastor Wohlberg, our former pastor, and you know the end of that story.

I will share some of the impressions and concerns of the group that heard you
speak to us that Sabbath, October 27, 2007. The deaconess stated that she was
not impressed because of your lack of humility. When one of the elders asked
questions in a very humble manner, she said that you responded rather
defensively, justifying your position, and discounting his questions. She was
concerned about the light hearted, almost joking manner in which you talked
about heavenly things. But she was mostly concerned when you stated that you
accepted tithe. She felt that this was inappropriate, and that you, of all people,
should be most careful not to do anything that could be questionable like
accepting tithe.

Also, she had noticed on your web site that you stated that you had made a
presentation at Southern University. Naturally, this would lend credibility to
claims to have spoken at an SDA college. You then explained to us how you had
this appointment, made the travel arrangements, and arrived at Southern, only to
be told upon arrival that your meeting had been cancelled. You told how you met
with some officials, and that this was a fulfillment of the dream Go Forth. You
did talk to a small group out on the lawn, but this certainly was not an official
meeting at Southern University. The deaconess felt that posting the meetings on
the web site was a dishonest way to lend credibility to your dreams. [That
posting has since been removed.]

An elder and his wife stated that it seemed like your talk was ego-centric. He
didn’t sense the message to be helpful spiritually. He was also uncomfortable
about the Southern University announcement, and felt it was deceptive to use as
an endorsement. They both felt very uneasy about your presentation. These are
just comments that some of those present at the meetings shared with me.
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Since I had written in support of the dreams on a forum, many of the people on
the forum had given me questions to ask you. There was quite a list of questions
that you addressed the next morning on a video tape. These were mostly personal
questions regarding your past.

Here are some of the words you spoke, that were recorded on video at my home:

Ernie: “Up until last December, I was, what I call, a nominal Adventist. I didn’t
have what I called a close relationship with Jesus that most Seventh-day
Adventist should have. Very close to before December 2006 1 became a
workaholic where I was working 6 days a week. I was traveling Sunday through
Friday, come home Friday evening, get ready for Sabbath, and you (Becky) and I
and our daughter would enjoy Sabbath together, and then I’d get up again and
get ready to go. I found that I was putting work before God....”

[Description of your health condition.] “I wasn’t observing the health message at
all...”

[About the first two dreams ] “That was spring of 2005. The first two dreams I
had, we didn’t really think anything about it. I shared them with you (Becky) and
some other close friends, and we really never thought anything about it. We just
thought these were really interesting dreams.

[Describing the evening of December 9, 2006] “Later, after the pain went away,
you helped me get in bed, and that’s when you were talking to me, and I knew
that was when I was going to die that night. I knew that this had to be it. I told
you good night but I was actually saying good bye. But, I should also back up,
and share, of course I had this disease, I was very sick, but I should also share
that up until this point, my walk with God had changed. Before I got sick, I was a
nominal Adventist. After I got sick, we lost everything, we lost our house, all of
our personal belongings, the fine cars that we had, all of our earthly treasures that
we think about now, we lost them all because I could not support our family.
And so we lost all that, and I took all that out on God and at first started off
asking Him why this was happening, and then over the course of two years I
started blaming Him for everything that was happening.

“And on December 9th, I remember going to sleep that night asking God to take
my life, that I was unhappy, and I know that He says that He loves me but I did
not feel loved. And I begged Him and I had been begging Him to please come
down and talk to me like He does the other prophets and the other people in the
Bible. But I never felt like He would ever come down. I didn’t feel like there was
any love, no love. Actually I felt hate, I felt like God hated me. And I could not
figure out why He would hate me. What had I done to do this? Well, that night,
December 9, 1 said good night to you (Becky), I was also saying good-bye and I
went to sleep after many hours of prayer.”

[Becky talks: “Can you share with us what you were praying that night?]

Ernie: “That night I was asking God, bluntly, to end my life. I was asking Him
just to stop it, that I did not feel the love that I thought a person would feel, and
of course you can tell that it is hard for me to relate this, because this is not a
story or something you’d watch on TV or some story you’d read out of a book.
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This was my real life; this is what I’ve experienced. But that night I went to
sleep, and the next morning I woke up. Sunday morning I woke up and I had just
finished having this tremendous dream...”

“I have to tell you, at this point in my life, before the dream, I had read about
Jesus, I had spoken about Jesus, I had sung songs about Jesus, I had prayed to
Jesus. But it wasn’t until this time that I really knew who Jesus was...”

[Describing the end of the dream] Ernie: “When I came in to land, I had seen
Jesus way up to the left, and when I came in to land, my intention was to return
to the temple where I had been in before when the dream first started, but Jesus
walked down and he approached me and I knew it was Jesus, | automatically
knew it was Jesus, but I also noticed as he walked toward me I noticed that
angels would bow and acknowledge him as the Creator of the universe. But
Jesus walked down and even till this point in the dream, I really didn’t know who
he really was but after he came down, the two of us, just Jesus and I, we started
walking and of course I didn’t have a watch, I don’t know how long it was for,
but I’ve guesstimated that Jesus and I walked and we talked for half an hour. It
could have been longer. It could have been an hour. I kind of like to think it was
an eternity.

“But Jesus and I walked and we talked, and we discussed many things I’d seen,
the things in the temple, the animals I saw, the birds I saw flying, the angels, the
different types of people, the different heights of the people, the wall of the city,
we talked about many, many different things, but as I would walk and talk with
Him, the same Jesus I had talked about, sang songs about, the same Jesus I had
prayed to, I don’t know how to put it, but I developed a love unlike any love that
I could ever tell, and I know many people have asked, well, when you see Jesus,
what did He look like, and I always tell them, well the characteristics I noticed
was that he was dressed in a white garment that went from his neck to his feet to
his wrist, but his skin was very well tanned, his hair was straight back, not parted.

“And people always want to ask about his eyes, what color is his eyes. I don’t
know what color his eyes were. I’ve never noticed the color of his eyes but what
attracted me more than anything was what I saw in his eyes. The color of his
eyes was not important but what I saw in his eyes when I looked in his eyes and
the only way that I’ve been able to describe that is the love of the love of the
love. When you look in Jesus’ eyes, you see a love that is indescribable, and I
know now that when I sing songs about Jesus and I pray, it’s all different now.
And people ask well, why are you wanting to share these dreams, well, I want to
share because I’ve been told to but it’s also because of what I have seen. And I
know that my prayer would be that, if my prayer could be answered that every
one that watches this and has read this dream, that you could see what I see when
I look into the eyes of Jesus. There’s a love that we cannot describe, there’s no
words, except just to say of the love of the love of the love.”

[Becky: “So that was the time of his true conversion, when he saw the love of
Jesus in his eyes.”]

From your own testimony, Ernie, the biggest red flag that has been raised is
regarding your conversion experience. You shared with us how you were a “pew
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warmer” for those 25 years that you were an Elder, and didn’t have a close
relationship with Jesus. Then, you got sick, lost your job, and lost everything.
You began questioning God, then you started blaming God for allowing you to
become sick, and cause you to lose your job, and to be humbled to being a
person of no importance, even to having to vacuum your mother-in-law’s living
room. When you went to bed on the night of December 9, 2006, you were
discouraged, angry at God, and wanting to die. You challenged God to prove that
he loved you, by coming down and talking to you like He did the other prophets.

We are warned in God’s Word: “Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace
of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be
defiled;” Hebrews 12:15

“Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath: Neither give
place to the devil.” Eph 4:26,27

In the above text, the word “place” in the Greek means opportunity, power,
occasion for action. According to your own testimony, you were in a miserable
frame of mind that night. You had not spent significant time in God’s Word, and
admitted you didn’t know Christ. Your prayers

were full of bitterness, blame and doubt. You disbelieved the very Word of God,
which tells us beyond question of God’s love for us. You were unhappy,
discontented, discouraged, begging God to let you die. It was in this frame of
mind that you went to sleep. Ernie, I believe your ungodly state of mind gave
place to the devil, giving him opportunity, power and occasion for action. You
were also begging for a supernatural experience. And you received one, did you
not?

It seems apparent that this is what opened the door to a satanic delusion. You
were not spiritually prepared to be called to be a holy messenger of God’s pure
truth to His people. You were, instead, setting the scene for an encounter with
demons.

Even the dream itself posed major concerns. How could God take one who was
in a rebellious, doubting frame of mind and exalt him to the height few humans
have ever experienced, to have direct communication with Jesus? And when you
saw Jesus, and talked with Him, what was your experience then? I would have
thought, according to many the biblical accounts of holy prophets who
encountered divine or angelic beings, that you would have fallen on your face, in
acknowledgement of great unworthiness, especially in the light of your frame of
mind when you fell asleep. I would have thought that you would have wept and
bemoaned your lack of faith, your blatant challenge to God, your prior wasted
life in denying the power of God. A genuine conversion would have included all
of this. Instead, you talked about the material aspects of heaven. That seems very
shallow and superficial.

And as I questioned you further about your conversion, you stated that you woke
up converted, in love with Jesus. Please tell me, how does one become converted
in his sleep? This is an absolute impossibility!
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Ernie, I ask you to seriously search your heart regarding these things I am sharing
with you. I care about you, and about your eternal salvation. Jesus does love you!
He has loved you your whole life. He was calling you to surrender your heart to
Him even when you lost your job, lost your possessions, and became seriously
ill. He wanted you to turn to Him of your own free will, because of your
recognition of your sinfulness and deep need of Him. We struggle with feelings
of inadequacy because of self. When we are dead to self, we no longer have to
deal with insecurity and problems with ego. Jesus knew of your struggle with
your lack of self-worth, and He wanted you to know that, like all of us, you are
special only as you are abiding in Him, because He alone is worthy!

Another concern was the supernatural beings that kept appearing to you, that you
could see only out of the corner of you eye, as you were being pressured to tell
the dream during the two weeks following the dream. That’s downright spooky.
That sounds like the works of the angels of darkness, not of pure, holy, heavenly
beings.

Here is how you described it: “For two weeks I did not tell the next part of the
dream. For two weeks I did not share the most important part of this dream. For
two weeks I kept it secret, but for two weeks I would, still knowing that I was
sitting at home, I wasn’t going out anywhere, I would all of the sudden see things
walk around out of the corner of my eye, and I’d look and there wasn’t anybody
there. But at the same time I would hear a voice say, “You need to share the end
of the dream.” Id go to sleep at night, and I’d fall asleep, only to be wakened up
later, and I’d hear a voice say, “You need to share the rest of the dream.” This
went on for two weeks...”

There were a few other issues that were uncovered that made me continue to
question your calling. One of these was the fact that you and Becky revealed to
me Sunday morning after our meeting that you had become discouraged with the
Seventh-day Adventist Church, and had left it for a while, and joined the
Seventh-day Adventist Reform movement. You were involved with them for
several years, and then found that they had problems too, so you came back to
the Seventh-day Adventist Church. When you state on your web site that: “I am
a Seventh-Day Adventist Christian of over 50 years, an ordained elder for over
25 years and have served as a lay pastor” that gives the impression of a faithful,
godly, loyal Seventh-day Adventist, does it not? When the truth is known of your
lack of conversion, failure to follow the health reform, and your actually leaving
the church for a while, this places the matter in an entirely different light.

Again we will consider the quote on your web site that you have selected for
giving evidence of the divine origin of the dreams:

“Dreams from the Lord are classed in the word of God with visions and are as
truly the fruits of the spirit of prophecy as visions. Such dreams, taking into the
account the persons who have them and the circumstances under which they are
given, contain their own proofs of their genuineness.” {1T 569, 570}

Throughout this letter, we have been taking into account the person who had
them, and the circumstances under which they are given. This character
examination is required for testing the dreams.
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Another fact that surfaced unexpectedly was that you were actually fired from
the job that you had before December 2006, and it was explained that you were
confrontational and not able to get along personally with your co-workers and
associates. Your testimony that you gave at our home was stated in such a way as
to lead one to believe that it was your ill health that caused your loss of
employment. Again, this brings up issues of integrity.

Ernie, I have another question. According to your own testimony, on December
9, 2006, you were a pew-warming, workaholic, unconverted Laodicean. If you
look at the definition of the word hypocrite, it also seems to apply. (definition of
a hypocrite is: “a person who puts on a false appearance of virtue or religion; a
person who acts in contradiction to his or her stated beliefs or feelings.”) You
were a church elder, and yet you stated that you did not know Jesus.

So, in this condition, you had 2 dreams in the spring of 2005. You said that you
“thought nothing of them” other than that they were interesting. They obviously
made little impact on your lifestyle or spiritual commitment. Then, you start
having more dreams, had a “conversion” experience in your sleep, and put up a
web site. Now, these first two dreams from 2005 are elevated right along with
your other dreams to become God’s last day message for His people, part of the
message we are commanded to believe as we bow before the being professing to
be Jesus who gave them? How do you explain that?

All of these things continued to add up, along with the concerns in the dreams
themselves. Right at the beginning, we asked you if you had counseled with
godly men regarding the source of these dreams, and if you were willing to be
placed under close scrutiny. You had the attitude that, since these dreams were
from God Himself, you didn’t need to ask anyone permission, or to seek
anyone’s counsel. This is not how God operates in His church. He is the head,
we are all part of the body. Not one part is to be exalted to the point of not
needing to be examined, and confirmed by the rest of the body. The fact that so
few significant Bible students accepted the dreams was another major cause for
concern.

As you left our home, we hugged and all expressed our enjoyment of our time
together. It was an exciting and confusing time. We remember you stating that
Brian and I, along with a couple in Ohio, the web master, and a pastor in Ohio
were your main supporters. While that made us feel special, it also made us
wonder why so few were accepting the dreams.

How did the dreams affect me personally? Did they drive me to the Bible and
Spirit of Prophecy. Well, in a certain sense they did. We did study a lot on end
time events during our time of belief in the dreams. But the final result was that
the dreams took preeminence in our thoughts. Since they were “new light,” they
added to and superceded what we had previously believed. I found myself
funneling spiritual thoughts through the nuances found in the dreams. It actually
felt like I was becoming acquainted with a “new” God, because I’d think about
things in the dream much more than scripture or the Spirit of Prophecy. They
made much more exciting reading. That should have clued me in!
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I found the dreams to have a supernatural pull, like an addiction. I would check
the web site frequently, with my heart pounding, hoping and praying that there
would be a new dream. And when a new dream showed up, my excitement and
interest in the dream was incredibly high. When I believed in the dreams, my
emotional involvement wouldn’t let me read them objectively. Things that
normally would have made me uncomfortable I was able to pass over because of
my attachment to the whole experience. I found that my belief in these dreams
removed my objectivity, because of an addictive power that overrides reason. I
believe this is a supernatural phenomena used by the devil to trap people and
keep them in a delusion.

Something that surfaces in the dreams is your feeling of being discouraged, alone
or persecuted. Reference is made to spears and arrows. You seem to be receiving
constant affirmation and special tokens throughout your dreams. This focus on
emotion, and coddling seems to be encouraging the opportunity for pride and
self-exaltation. Would this tend to increase your humility? Would not Christ be
concerned lest you be puffed up with pride at your high, exalted position?

There are many confusing things in the dreams themselves, that would leave the
readers wondering how they are supposed to respond. A few that come to mind
are:

Watch, As I am Coming: “Smiling again the angel explains, "Because you do not
understand, you know. If you were to know, you would not understand. All of
heaven knows, as well as all of earth, whom God has chosen.” This is very
confusing!

A View of Heaven Dream: “The two of us walk and talk together for quite some
time. One of the things we talked about was how beautiful the music was that I
heard in heaven. I mentioned that it was unlike anything I had ever heard in our
worship services on Earth. I asked Him if He enjoys the music and worship
services we have. He responded, “That is just it. They are your worship services
not mine. He said that some of the music we have is inspired not by Himself, the
Father or the Holy Spirit but by a whole different spirit.”

This paragraph brings up more questions than answers. Does Jesus not like any
of our music? If He does like some, what kind does He like? When the being
says in the dream, “They are your worship services not mine,” what is meant by
that? Are all our worship services displeasing to Him? How do we know when
we go into a church on Sabbath if the worship service is displeasing to Him?
Should we even go to church if the worship services are not Jesus’? I find this
leaves message leaves me totally confused. While we can know some music is
not spiritual music because it is based on worldly principles, this “message from
Jesus” does provide anything that can be helpful to us in knowing how to
worship Jesus in a way that is pleasing to Him.

At our meeting, we remember someone asking you what kind of music you
listened to, and you responded, I really don’t like to listen to any music, because
I’ve heard heavenly music, so any earthly music is not appealing to me. This is
certainly not helpful to the rest of us. It tends to place you above us.
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The Work Now Begins: “As for me not having a broad understanding of the
Bible and Spirit of Prophecy, the Herald says that I have a broader understanding
than I might know and that because I am not ordained of man does not mean I
am not ordained of God. The angel says that the Great Teacher has many ways
of teaching other than what one can read in what He has written.” This last
sentence directly contradicts the following statement: “The Bible will never be
superseded by miraculous manifestations. The truth must be studied, it must be
searched for as hidden treasure. Wonderful illuminations will not be given aside
from the Word or to take the place of it.” 2SM 48 This clearly says that God will
not bypass His Word.

If God was going to go against all His biblical principles in selecting you as His
end-time messenger, and exalting you above all other humans on the earth as
having the final Word from Him, how would we be able to know that? Based on
your word? By miracles? By your emotional love for the being that has appeared
before you? By “miraculous” feelings and impressions. None of these are safe
guides. We are left with the option of standing by the God of the Bible, who has
revealed Himself to us through His Word and the Spirit of Prophecy.

There are many other things in the dreams that bring confusion. I will not go into
them all. Those who have read the dreams should know what I am talking about.

As you ended your video, your prayer for each one who viewed the video was
stated as this: “And I know that my prayer would be that, if my prayer could be
answered that every one that watches this and has read this dream, that you could
see what I see when I look into the eyes of Jesus. There’s a love that we cannot
describe, there’s no words, except just to say of the love of the love of the love.”

Ernie, do you really think it is in the wise plan of God to give each one of His
children a vision of Jesus? And if we don’t have such a vision, should we feel
that we aren’t special enough? This does not sound like the prayer of a prophet to
me. A true prophet would encourage God’s people to endure, as seeing Him who
is invisible, by faith. “Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye
see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:” 1
Peter 1:8

The first part of this year, there was quite a dry spell with no dreams, and I had
little communication with you and Becky. My confidence was waning..

It was after speaking with Steve Wohlberg on the weekend retreat at Wawona
Camp in Yosemite in March of this year that I realized the absolute danger of
these dreams. Besides all the concerns I had listed above, the tithe issue was the
clincher.

In a real practical way, I thought this out: Let’s say a pastor in our conference is
mingling spiritualistic theories in his teaching. I express my concern to the
conference president. Nothing is done, the teaching continues. I decide to give
my tithe to you, Ernie, instead of to my conference, since you are “doing the
Lord’s bidding” and I wouldn’t want to be responsible for supporting the pastor
who was teaching spiritualism. What would happen to my own godly pastor’s
salary if I withheld my tithe? What if all my friends did the same? What if half of
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the people in my conference did the same? Wouldn’t that be what the “Jesus” in
your dreams would want us to do, so we wouldn’t support that spiritualistic
pastor? So, what happens to my godly pastor whose salary comes from the same
fund? He’s out of a job!

Multiply that scenario around the world, and what happens to the church? I think
you get my point. However you interpret the Spirit of Prophecy statements about
tithe, this teaching in the dream could only bring upheaval and confusion to the
church.

At that time, I knew I could no longer be connected in any way with the
4HisPeople ministry. I told Steve Wohlberg the name of the person in the Much
To Do dream. That was part of my disassociation from the dreams.

I decided to stop checking the dreams. Amazingly, this was a difficult decision
for me, and required a struggle. As I mentioned, the addictive power of the
dreams is strong. Even with all my doubts and concerns, I still had been in the
habit of checking the web site almost daily.

I went through a time of purging the dreams from my thoughts, and repenting to
the Lord for believing in the dreams. On April 19, 2008 I felt convicted by the
Lord to make a statement on the same forum in which I had posted in support of
your dreams. That was the first time I publicly spoke out against the dreams,
even though I had not been promoting them for quite a while.

The more I turned away from the dreams, the more powerfully the Lord
convicted me that these dreams were not from Him. It was almost as if a light
came on, and I could see now! I began processing all the information I had, and
the truth came out clearly that I had been ensnared in a delusion.

I determined to dig a little deeper and find out from Shawn Boonstra if he had
received any impressions about your dreams, either from God or Satan. You’ve
probably seen the statement from I[IW that was made as a result of my inquiry.
No matter what the angel tries to say about God’s timing, the prophecy, made
Oct. 21, 2007 was made when you asked Jesus: “Is there someone I can be
connected with so that these messages can go out faster? Jesus replies “Yes, I
will connect you with Shawn Boonstra.”

Over six months later, Shawn Boonstra dictated the following statement: “A
number of people have communicated with our office recently, asking about our
official position on the dreams and visions of Mr. Ernie Knoll. More specifically,
some have been asking if Shawn Boonstra has received any sort of confirmation
from God that Mr. Knoll’s experience is genuine. At this point in time, Pastor
Boonstra has had no such experience... To date, It Is Written has not come into
possession of any information that suggests the claims of Mr. Knoll are
genuine.”

The bottom line is, Jesus did not connect you with Shawn Boonstra so that the
messages can go out faster. Even if he were to “connect” with you today, over
six months after your appeal to help the dreams go out faster, it’s obvious that he
didn’t help them go out faster! Anybody can see that. There is no question that
this was a false prophecy.
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Another false prophecy was given on Aug. 14, 2007 in the dream Watch, As I
Am Coming. The angels said to you regarding Doug Batchelor: “You both walk
a road parallel and your roads will cross.” You thought perhaps this prophecy
may have been fulfilled shortly after that when you attended a church where
Doug Batchelor was speaking, although there was no conversation between you.
Regarding the parallel paths, his secretary, Bonnie Ensminger, stated to me on
April 23, 2008 that Pastor Batchelor has refused, and continues to refuse to meet
with you and talk with you, although there was an attempt to make an
appointment with him. That doesn’t sound like parallel roads to me! He certainly
is not in agreement with the road that you are on!

It may seem strange to you that I hung on so long after having so many concerns.
Let me tell you, I wanted so much for these dreams to be from God! I was
willing to overlook many of the concerns, and keep hanging on. Like a friend
expressed to me, “If I turn away from the dreams, what do I do with all the
feelings of hope and closeness to God they’ve generated?” I felt that way, but
now I realize those feelings were strictly emotion, not reality.

Since I have let go of the dreams, I have been drawn closer to God than I’ve ever
been before! It has lifted a heavy burden off of me. God has been teaching me
many valuable lessons for which I am extremely grateful. I am so thankful for
the Word of God. I have immersed myself in the scriptures with a fervor like
never before! I thank God for a good memory, and for the hundreds and
hundreds of scriptures that I have hidden in my heart. Now, in the night, these
scriptures are my delightful meditation.

This entire experience has not been all bad: God can take these things, and use
them to make us stronger and wiser in Him. I will be more equipped with His
Word for the next deception that comes along. And we are told that we will face
many false prophets as we near the end so we all need to have our minds fortified
with the scriptures.

What about all the “miracles,” the changed lives, the sweet fellowship and new
friendships, and increased love for Jesus that the followers of the dreams seem to
have experienced? How could Satan be doing all this? Listen: “Popular revivals
are too often carried by appeals to the imagination, by exciting the emotions, by
gratifying the love for what is new and startling. Converts thus gained have little
desire to listen to Bible truth, little interest in the testimony of prophets and
apostles. Unless a religious service has something of a sensational character, it
has no attractions for them. A message which appeals to unimpassioned reason
awakens no response. The plain warnings of God's word, relating directly to their
eternal interests, are unheeded.” {NL 9.2}

The fact that the spiritual awakening came as a result of an emotionally charged
supernatural dream causes one to wonder: Would those whose lives have been
changed by the hearing of your dreams have responded to a biblical message
without the “appeals to the imagination, by exciting the emotions, by gratifying
the love for what is new and startling”? And if not, then, have their lives really
been changed for the better? There seems to be a revival, but it is based on a
shaky foundation. Just because there is a seeming revival at a new, startling,
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exciting message does not mean that it is of God. False revival look very close to
true revivals.

Ernie, I appeal to you to consider the foundation of your religious experience.
The heart of our message is righteousness by faith. “For we walk by faith and not
by sight.” Righteousness by faith, is the three angels messages in verity, in truth.
Faith is trusting in God’s love and mercy, believing that His Word is true, and
that He means what He says. Faith is based on that which is not seen. “Now faith
is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” Hebrews
11:1

Ernie, the “righteousness” you obtained in your dream-conversion was
righteousness by sight, the “love” you “felt” when you looked into the eyes of
the arch anti-christ. This is what “converted” you, and it was a false conversion
experience, based on emotion and not on faith. God could never accept this false
conversion and then exalt you to be His mouthpiece to the people whom He has
called to experience and proclaim the great message of righteousness by faith.
You have never experienced righteousness by faith, only by sight.

Jesus said, “Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.” John
20:29. Your “prophet’s prayer” at the conclusion of your video reveals your
spiritual ignorance, as you are desiring all God’s people to receive righteousness
by sight by “seeing the love of Jesus in his eyes.”

If your conversion experience is held up as a model to your followers, they
would see that this is a strange, new religion, not the Christianity of the Bible,
and certainly not the calling of the remnant church. Just this morning I read, “If
we have not a deep experience in the things of God, if we have not a thorough
knowledge of His Word, we shall be beguiled to our ruin by the errors and
sophistries of the enemy.” Mar. 95. Ernie, because of your admitted lack of a
deep understanding and knowledge of the Word, you have been beguiled, and
you are spreading your error around the world.

I am grieved that I dishonored my Lord by falling for such a lie, and I praise Him
for opening my eyes. I pray for all those who have believed your lies, that their
eyes will be opened, and they will receive the love of the truth, so that God will
not send them strong delusions, that they should believe a lie.

Ernie, the Lord is calling to you to repent of your wickedness, and to turn to Him
with all your heart, with deep contrition and sorrow for your sins. Surrender your
entire will to Him, and let Him guide you in the necessary work of restoration.
He wants you to strip off your pride, and allow Him lay your glory in the dust, so
He alone can be exalted. He can do a great work in you if you are willing to be
crucified with Christ. Praise God, there still is hope. Do not delay. “Cast off the
works of darkness,” and “Christ shall give thee light.” “Submit yourselves
therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” Rom 13:12, Eph
5:14, James 4:7

I urge you, I implore you, to take your dreams off of your web site, and replace
them with a message renouncing your dreams, and the demonic beings in your
dreams. How tragic if souls are lost because of their belief in your dreams!
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Redeem the time, and make quick work of restoring the truth to the hearts of
these precious souls. And stop receiving the holy tithe that is dedicated to God’s
work.

No doubt Satan will endeavor to offer you stronger inducements to continue
doing his bidding, but in the strength of Jesus, resist him. Jesus was willing to lay
aside His glory, and made Himself of no reputation for us. Are you willing to lay
down your lofty position and your reputation for His sake?

To sum up this letter, we have, according to the biblical injunction, placed the
messenger and the message under the spotlight of God’s Word. The conclusion
is that:

« As we follow the counsel in the very statement used on the web site
regarding testing the genuineness of the dreams by considering who has
the dreams, under what circumstances, we can clearly see that the
dreams are not genuine.

« The character of the messenger lacks integrity and humility. There is no
evidence of genuine repentance and conversion. The “conversion”
described goes against righteousness by faith. The Bible is not exalted as
the final authority. Feelings and impressions are used as a guide. There
is error in the dreams. There is confusion in the dreams.

« The results of the dreams are manifested in a false revival based on
“appeals to the imagination, by exciting the emotions, by gratifying the
love for what is new and startling.” Followers are being forced to make
decisions that will eventually separate them from the fellowship of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church. There seems to be an unreasonable
loyalty and defensiveness among the believers in the dreams.

« At least 2 false prophecies were made.

« The last two dreams contain the spirit of control, manipulation and force
that is not in harmony with God’s character of grace and mercy. In light
of all of the above, we must conclude that the dreams come from a
demonic source.

Ernie, these are not spears and arrows directed at you. This letter is written out of
love and concern for you. I am acting toward you as I would want done to me if I
were in your place. Please, please, open your heart to receive these words.
Someday, I pray, you will thank me for writing this letter. All of us are targets of
the enemy, and we need each other’s prayers and encouragement. I am praying
earnestly for you and for all those who believe in the dreams.

Does God have a special work for you? Absolutely! “Not more surely is the
place prepared for us in the heavenly mansions than is the special place
designated on earth where we are to work for God.” COL 326. I pray that you
will be encouraged and comforted by the mercy and grace of our Lord, and allow
Him to show you His true will for your life.

My prayer for everyone that reads this letter who has believed in the supernatural
beings that have been communicating with you is that God will “open their eyes,
and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God,
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that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are
sanctified by faith.” Acts 26:18

I will close with this powerful quotation on our need for understanding the Word
of God:

"We see and feel the importance of each having an understanding of the
Scriptures. There may be those who will tell us of the things contained in the
Word of God, but that will not meet the requirements. We must search the
Scriptures for ourselves. There are special points that we must understand
pertaining to our own time. We are living in an age of error and heresy on every
hand. Christ has told us that 'there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets,
who shall show great signs and wonders: insomuch that, if it were possible, they
shall deceive the very elect.' Matt. 24:24. These teachers spoken of by Christ will
come in sheep's clothing, and will delude the people with their heresies, and this
we shall see more and more as we draw nearer the end. Consequently it is of the
greatest necessity that we search the Scriptures for ourselves, and learn their
contents.

"Our text tells us that we have something sure, and that is the Scriptures that are
revealed to us, and this is the voice of God that is speaking to us. One may come
and say that he has truth, and such teachers will multiply, but we must not take
their word in the matter. We must go directly to the Word. Feelings should not be
our guide. The plain declaration of the Word is what is required. 'All Scripture is
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect,
thoroughly furnished unto all good works.' 2 Timothy 3:16-17."--Manuscript 43,
1886.

Praise God for His Word!
In Christ’s love,
Linda Kirk

Statement from Brian Kirk: Ernie, I’'ve read the above letter, and having
witnessed or been a participant of a large portion of the conversations, I agree
with its accuracy. I hope and pray that you will humbly reconsider the facts that
clearly indicate the source of these dreams, and act accordingly.



Appendix M
lLaura Lee Jones' Letter to David Gates

This appendix contains the letter that Laura Lee Jones sent to David Gates. It
appeared in David Gates’ May 2008 newsletter.

Dear Brother Gates:

A friend sent me your latest newsletter. Praise God for His wonderful watch-
care over you!

I am writing specifically about Ernie Knoll because I have information most
people do not know about; but I feel this is a serious enough issue that you need
to have the information I have before you make a final decision as to whether or
not Ernie Knoll’s dreams are of God.

I first read his dreams in Feb./March of 2007. At the time, he’d had only
three. I will say that initially I was leery. 1 wanted them to be from God — who
wouldn’t? But I did not want to get deceived so I studied them carefully. There
were two problems I found within the first and third dreams:

1) A description that did not fit with EGW’s;

2) An interpretation that contradicted Spirit of Prophecy.

#1 — In Ernie’s dream of the table in heaven, he stated that he could not see the
length of it, in clear contradiction to Ellen White’s statement that the table was
“many miles in length” yet they could see the length of it. While this
discrepancy was of concern, I did not consider it to be a ‘deal breaker.” Perhaps
his position (sitting at the table) varied from hers (possibly standing at the end?)
so that might explain the difference . . .?

Because that difference could possibly be explained away, I prayed for God to
show me clearly whether or not Ernie’s dreams were of God.

#2 — This was more serious. It was an interpretation of the 144,000 that clearly
contradicted what little Spirit of Prophecy had to say about them. The dream is
on his website, entitled “A View of Heaven and a Message for His People.”
However, the version that is now on there is not the same one I read a year ago —
there has been quite a bit of editing done. I wanted to know more about his last
conversation with "Jesus" in the third dream and so I called and spoke to him.

Ernie is a very friendly, charming and loquacious man. He put me on speaker
phone so that his wife could hear, too, and the three of us had a very pleasant
conversation. He was very willing to answer any and every question I had.

In speaking to Ernie, it was evident that he believed some of the 144,000 had
already died. In his friendly, loquacious way, he was upfront with his belief that
he was probably #143,998 . . . and he stopped really quickly, backed up, and
said, “Well, there aren’t that many more left to be made up. The number is
almost made up and as soon as it is, it will be over.”

He was clear in his belief that God started making up the 144,000 ever since
1844 and that at the Close of Probation, not all would be alive. However, at the
special resurrection, they would all be raised to see Jesus come. When I asked
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where he got that belief, Becky quickly quoted from Early Writings, I believe it
was, referring to where Ellen White had asked to eat of the fruit of the tree of
life. The angel told her something along the lines of: “All who eat of the fruit of
this land, nevermore return to earth. However, if you are faithful, you with the
144,000 will have the pleasure of visiting all the worlds in God’s creation.”

This, Emie and Becky believed, proved that Ellen White was one of the
144,000. However, if I invite David Gates to come speak at my church and 1
stand with David Gates on the platform, that does not necessarily mean that I am
David Gates. I am only standing with him.

I wasn’t sure whether or not this was his own, personal interpretation of the
144,000 or whether or not he had expressly been told this in the dream.

I asked Ernie, point blank: “Is this what you believe about the 144,000, or was
this told you by the Great Instructor in your dream — that the 144,000 have been
being made up since 1844 and that some will be resurrected at the special
resurrection?” (Initially, he never referred to Jesus in his dream. He only ever
referred to the “Great Instructor.” Referring to the Great Instructor as “Jesus” is
part of later editing.)

Ernie promptly answered, “The Great Instructor explained it all to me in the
dream.”

“Just like that?” I pressed.

“Just like that,” he insisted. Ernie went on to say that he wasn’t a big Bible
scholar and the Great Instructor knew that, so He’d had to tell Ernie everything
He wanted him to know.

This was a deal breaker to me. Ellen White makes it clear that the 144,000 go
through Jacob’s Time of Trouble and none are killed after the close of probation,
so none of the 144,000 are raised in the special resurrection, as they’re all alive
anyway.

Just one week after my last conversation with Ernie, he was due to be visiting
some churches back in the Mid-West, one of which a friend of mine
attends. After attending, she was very troubled. She said, “There was no call to
repentance. All it was, was him standing up there and talking about what
everything looked like. But never was there any deep call to seek the Lord and
obey Him and repent.” The whole spirit, she said, was just wrong and she was
very oppressed the entire following week.

Apparently, that Saturday night, two men visited with Ernie until late in the
night. They, too, had picked up on the discrepancies with what Ernie was saying
about the 144,000. They showed him from Spirit of Prophecy where what he
was saying was in clear contradiction to what Ellen White said. At one point, the
conversation got a little heated and Ernie stated that he didn’t care what Ellen
White said, he would believe what was told him in his dreams. The two men
would not back down that he was wrong in his stance because Spirit of Prophecy
said so clearly the exact opposite of what he was claiming the Great Instructor
told him.

Finally, the lateness of the hour was such that Ernie backed down a little bit
and said that he would have to go pray about it and it was dropped for the
night. Next morning, Ernie was all smiling apologies, “Well, you were right. I
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was wrong. I guess I just put too much ‘Ernie’ into it. I put my own
interpretation on it and I wasn’t really told that.”

One of the men, who later became his webmaster and is his staunch supporter,
told him, “You can’t do that, Ernie. You can’t put any of yourself and your own
interpretation on things. You MUST say only what was told you.” This man has
kind of taken Ernie under his wing and began coaching him. Anytime some little
discrepancy would creep in, he would point to what is actually said in Spirit of
Prophecy and ask, “Ernie, are you putting too much ‘Ernie’ in again?”

This is very troublesome to me. First of all, I know that, a week and a half
before this man ever spoke to him, I asked him point blank whether or not what
he was saying about the 144,000 was his own interpretation or not. When he
answered that it was what the Great Instructor had explained to him in the dream,
I pressed him, wanting to know if the Great Instructor had explained the 144,000
to him just like that and he confirmed that it was indeed, just like that.

Then, a week and a half later, he meets with two men who know their Spirit of
Prophecy and won’t back down and he sees that he may lose a following if he
doesn’t back down and all of a sudden it’s because he put “too much Ernie” into
it? Either he lied to me or he lied to them. Either way, he lied to one of us. There
are other serious problems, too, such as his admission that the night before his
“heaven” dream he was so angry at God over his health problems that he was
yelling at God and telling Him that he hated Him.

What troubles me most, however, is that under the man’s tutelage,
discrepancies that would be and should be red flags are weeded out. Ernie
repeatedly told me that he didn’t know his Bible and Spirit of Prophecy all that
well. Having someone “cover” for him, weeds out what would be warning signs
— and that really concerns me. A few other little things that people were
questioning in this dream, have since been edited out and the use of the term
“Great Instructor” has largely been replaced with “Jesus” which was never used
before.

I am not trying to bad-mouth Ernie. I am not going around after him and
sharing with all and sundry my experience with him. Neither am I trying to
convince you to believe as I do. That is not my job; that’s the Holy Spirit’s job to
convince all as they study for themselves. However, because of your influential
position and stating it as you did in your newsletter, I felt I needed to share with
you what I know and encourage you to make it a matter of earnest prayer and a
whole lot more study before deciding that he must be of God simply because he
“tested the spirits.”

I would like to remind you, Brother Gates, that in the late 1980s with the rise
of the New Age Christs, demons (when thus “tested”) would indeed admit that
Jesus Christ came “in the flesh” — but they did it for purposes to deceive.

There is a difference between “spiritism” and “occultism.” Spritism is simply
a belief in communicating with the dead. Occultism, on the other hand, is a
belief in magic. “Testing” the spirits is not some magic mantra that will
automatically reveal whether they are of God or Satan. The devil knows as well
as you or I that Jesus certainly did come in the flesh of Adam after the fall and
he’s perfectly willing to admit that (as proven by various testimonies of those
who later came out of the New Age movement) for purposes to deceive.



APPENDIX M 449

There is no magic mantra that shows what is of God and what is of Satan. It
remains, as always, in the realm of here a little, there a little — which requires a
lot of prayerful study. “To the law and to the testimony, if they speak not
according to this word, there is no light in them.” From what I have studied of
his dreams, and I have read every single one of them, they do not stand up to the
acid test of “to the law and to the testimony.”

Please, Brother Gates, do some more prayerful, careful study before you throw
the weight of your influence behind him. You and your pastor friends may not
find anything wrong with his dreams as they appear on the website now, but
please be aware that plenty of editing has been done and that not everything on
there is indeed in accordance with scripture and the Spirit of Prophecy.

May God continue to bless you and yours in your work.

Sincerely,

L.J
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